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PREFACE. 



A Short fketch of what is now Contained 
in the following Difcourfes was drawn 
out, and exhibited to the public in a fmall 
trad, fo long ago as the year 1755. As I 
heard of no objections made to the principles 
of that treatife, I thought it advifeable, when 
appointed Preacher of Mr. Boyle's Lefture, 
to profecute the plan laid down therein, and 
to extend it to its full dimenfions. And 
this I determined the rather to do, as fo 
little had been written on the fubjcfl of mi* 
rac/es, by any of my predeceflbrs in the 
iame office, 

A 3 The 
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The general do&rine of miracles having 
been fo fully ftated by feverai authors of 
great note, I had no occafion to dwell 
much upon it. If I have been fuccefsful in 
applying it to particular cafes ; and confe- 
quently in explaining fome of the raoft ex- 
traordinary, and therefore the moft difput- 
able, parts of Scripture ; my defign is com- 
pletely anfwered — and my appointment, I 
truft, not wholly unfulfilled. 

Whatever obfervations my reading or me- 
ditation could fupply on the fubjeft, thefe I 
have endeavoured to bring all together into 
one regular and confiftent fcheme : the parts 
of which harmonioufly confpire, not only 
to fupport and illuftrate each other, but 
alfo to form a grand whole — manifeftly ex- 
preflive of the vvifdom and goodncfs of di- 
vine Providence, and clearly demonftrative 
of the truth and certainty of our holy re- 
ligion. 

In the conftru&ion and condudt of this 
fcheme, I had, I muft own, a particular 

view 
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view to the bfcftefit and improvement of 
young Divines ; for whofe ufe I have in- 
ferted fome quotations, which are to be 
looked upon, not fo much in the light of 
proofs, as of references to the authors who 
have difcufled the points more at large. The 
fcheme itfelf will, however, afford them a 
general key to the whole Scripture; as it 
will (hew them the grounds of the feveral 
dilpenfations, and point out the reafons why ■ 
each of them proceeded in the maimer it is 
obferved to do. ~ 

They will here fee a grand defign planned 
from the beginning — they will fee this de- 
fign carried on by various means, and in va* 
rious forms, through the feveral periods of 
the world — they will fee the propriety of 
thefe forms and methods, in their adapta- 
tion to the ftate and circumftances of the 
time in which they took place — they will 
fee them all working together, and at laft 
uniting in the perfect accomplifliment of the 
end propofed ; the redemption and recovery 

A 4 of 
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of fallen mau— they will therefore, of courfe, 
fee revelation in m proper light; and bo the 
more convinced of its.- .reafonablenefs, tmth, 

and divinity, . , ' . < . , 

* * . * v:' 

For a more particul^ infprn^ati<xn. pfth.er 
true fcope and intent of the Worfc, it; m<# b<* , 
of ufe to obferve, that it n^uraljy <&y\d$$ 
jtfelf intoyfopvts. ; : :v • |:;- 

. • • • • * 

Part the frj % comprehended b Sermon 
I — III. treats of " the analogy q£ reeled 
religion with the conftitution and courfe of 
flature^nd of the credibility and certainty 
of iQirajc^lQu^ interpolations " - r 

; f%t l\eJ{co»4 t eorapr^ended in §@f, 
n^on IV— VI. treats of M the moral ftate. of 
the world fron?, the creation to the deluge ; 
?l)e nature, of the i^fe^fatiot^ relative 
thereto 5 aud the propriety of the wraelef 
interwoven with thern." 

- 

• % ... 

Part the comprehended \i\ Ser* 

«.«.. . ........ * ( . ' . *> i 

•j$on VII — X. treats of « the moral ftate of 

the 
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the world from the deluge; to the departure 
out of Egypt ; the feveral difpenfations re- 
lative thereto; and the miraculous interpo- 
fitions by which they were fupported." 

Part the fourth^ comprehended in Ser- 
mon XI — XVI. treats of " the moral ft ate 
of the world frpm the departure out of 
Egypt to the end of the Babylonifli capti- 
vity ; the feveral difpenfotion* relative there- 
to; and the fuitablenefs of the miracles, 
which occur in that period, to the great end 
they were defigned to promote/* 

Part the fjth, comprehended in Sermon 
XVII. treats of " the moral ftate of the 
world at the time of our Saviour's appear- 
ance — and of the neceflity of a new reve- 
lation. " 

Part the fixth, comprehended in Sermon 
XVIII— XXIII. treats of " the c onnexion 
between the doftrines of Chrift and the mo - 
ral exigences of mankind~and of the ana - 
logy between his miracles and doftrines." 

;. Qqnclufion — Sermon XXIV. 

More 
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More errours have efcaped me in fuper- 
vifing the prefs, than I could wifh. Thofc 
which particularly affeA the fenfe, and 
which are marked with an ajlerijk^ the 
Reader is defired to correct in the following 
manner : 
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6 1 7 * that the fcriptural 

38 20 breathe 

64. io * and how will you 

78 13 * of hia condition 

86 19 * once tailed him, 

99 8 paradifiacal 

Ibid. 13 conlciencei 
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r. l. 

109 N« C. verfion 
149 3. (Tele that 
ibj Note f^fflhur 
239 N. 6. prodiderunt 
Ibid, ult. mXKvytt* 
266 Note ( nt ) 4 florem 
367 i8*wa9it. 
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SERMON L 



nu i j* 

Be ready always to give an anfwer to e*Oery 
man, that ajketh you a reafon of the hope that 
is in you, with meeknefs and reverence* • 

If is the plain intention of the Apoftle in 
the text, to exhort Chriftiafis of every 
degree, to furnifti themfeives with fiich 
a competent knowledge of the principles and 
evidences of the religion they profefs, as to 
be always ready, always prepared, to ftand 
tip in its defence and fupport ; and to render, 
whenever they are called upon, a clear, juft, 
and fatisfa&ory account of it: fuch an ac- 
count as may convince any candid, unpre- 
judiced inquirer, that their " faith and 
Vot. % B \ " hope" 
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2 SERMON 1 

hope*** are well grounded; have a fblid 
foundation in truth and reafon; and confe- 
quently, that they a<5l a moft rational part 
in believing and profeffing that religion, 
which conveys to themTuch aflured hopes. 

JBut though the exhortation is addrefled 
to Chriftians in general, and requires no 
more than what Chriftians in general arc 
able to perform; for the evidences of reli- 
gion, and its leading principles, are in the 
main obvious to the moft common under- 
^landing : yet it muft be owned, that feveral 
objeftions have been made to both ; both to 
the proofs, and to the principles of religion ; 
which require for their folution a much 
larger ftock of learning and Knowledge, than 
'falls to the ihare of its ordinary profeflbrs ; 
and which therefore might be apt to weaken 
at leaft, if not to " overthrow the faith of 
lbme t 9 n were they left, unaffifted, to de- 
tend themielv^S. 



. * So jnead lbme aof icot L*iin copies, and the Syftnc rqrijon.. 
C#mp. ch. i» iim 

k TP! • Q ' 1 

* 2 Tim. Urn I o . 
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SERMON I. 3 

Knowing then the artifices and fophiftry 
bf unbelievers; tvho constantly " lie in wait 
to deceive 0 "; a:nd fenfible of the benefit, 
the very great benefit, of guarding the more 
ignorant, but well-meaning Chriftian from 
their infidious afTaults; it became the con- 
cern of the pious Founder of this Lecture; 
who nobly defended! religion by his writings; 
and eminently adorned it by his life ; it be- 
came, I fay, his concern, efpeeially when 
he faw the bold and threatning encroach- 
ments of infidelity, to ftrengthfcn the hands 
bf believers aganift it, and to fupply them 
with proper arms of defence. 

With this view, and in a maimer the 
moft likely to accomplifli the end, he e*- 
prefty provided by his laft Wilt and Tefta- 
ment, that a fucceflion of Preachers might 
be continued on, whbfe province it ftiould 
be tb dear and explain the fundamentals 
of religion; to collet and illurfrate the 
evidences of it ; to remove the objections, 
which frofti time to time might be urged 
againft it ; and thereby to inftruft and enable 

« Ephef. ir. 14. 
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their hearers to give an anfwer to all, who 5 
might prefs them with doubts and queftions 
about it. 

At my entrance then on the duties of this 
office, and by way of introduction to the 
principal delign which I have proposed to 
myfelf in the execution of it; I think it ne- 
ceflary to befpeak your attention to a certain- 
point or poJlulatum r that lies at the bottom* 
both of the Philofopher's inftitution,. and the 
Apoftle's exhortation. 

And the point ie this — 

" That our religion is capable of a Fa- - 
tional defence" — or elfe it had been to little 1 
jmrpole, either for the one to require us, or' 
tor the other to appoint us> to. give a reafou 
for it. 

. But it is indeed from this principle, from 
the confcioufnefs, if I may fo fpeak, of its 
own rationality,, that our religion difdains to 
be taken upon truft; that it urges itlelf to a 
trial ; and defjres no other favour, but that 
of a fober and dHpaffionate examination : 
fure then of approving itfelf, to the convic- 
tion of any candid inquirer, as a wife and 

. gracious 
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-gracious inftitution ; highly conducive to 
the real happmefs of mankind ; and exhibit- 
jng, in the form of its feveral difpenfations, 
evident marks of its divine original. 

To a cool, candid reafoner it mufl appear,' 
I think, fomewhat ftrange, that the Deift, 
who is fo ready to acknowledge this mate- 
rial fyftem., which we now behold, to be 
the real wofkmanfhip of God, fhould yet be 
fo averfe from admitting the truth, and 
owning the divinity of that fpirituat fyftem, 
. which ftands revealed in the holy Scripture*. 
For, if the frame of the world f peaks" God 
for its author; if the attributes of the Deity 
are plaitily difcernible from the works of 
creation; if the ftupendous grandeur and 
aftonifhing immenfity of the whole fabric 
point out his fupreme ^>cw*r s if the beau- 
tiful fvmmetry, regular difpofition, and ad- 
mirable propriety of the feyeral parts, are 
manifeft indications of his infinite wtfdom 5 
if the harmonious tendency and concurrence 
©f all, towards the fupport and welfare of 
the fyftem, proclaim the excellency of his 
goodnefs : if thefe manifeftations in the ma- 

B 3 ferial 
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6 SERMON L 

terial world refer us up to God, and prpy<? 
jthat his hand produced, and direfts it ; rauft 
pot the like manifeftations in the 
jvorld neceflarily refer us to the fame perfeft 
Being? 

Now, if we look into the Scriptures, 
jvhere that world is represented to us, yre 
fhall clearly perceive, if we are not blinde4 
by fome inveterate prejudice, the very fame 
fignatures of divinity — equal exertions of 
power, analogous difpofitions of wifdom, and 
iimilar intentions of goodnefs — imprefled on 
the works of grace, as are manifefted in 
the works of nature. And therefore, if we 
judge of moral, as of natural things, we muft 
needs allow, fince the criteria are of the fame 
kind, that tht$. fcriptural fyftem of religion 
jvas at firft planned, and all along Sup- 
ported, by the lame great apd gracious 
Being, who created and governs the natural 
fyftem of the world. , 

If nature be efteemed <« the power of 
God, and the wifdom of God," operating 
to the welfare of the body ; religion is as 
evidently " the power of God, and the wif- 

donx 

l. m 
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SERMON I - 7 . 

dom of God V* operating to the falvation of 
the foul. To be convinced of this, we need 
only attend to the ftriking analogy, that 
fiibfifts between them. 

■ 

If we fee, as we cannot but fee, that the 
conftitution and courfe of nature is wifely 
accommodated to the fecurity and welfare of 
the animal life e ; and that this accommoda- 
tion is applied and continued, not by one 
uniform immutable procefs, but by a courfe 
of agency varioufly diverfihed, according to 
the various relations of the creatures, and 
the various neceffities to which they are fub* 
je<3: do we not alfo fee, that the fcheme 
of religion, or the oeconomy of grace, is 
adapted in like manner to the fecurity and 
happinefs of the Jpiritual life *, /and that, to 
anfwer this purpofe, the admini ft ration of 
the Deity is varioufly diverfified, according 
to the various ftates and conditions* or tho 
moral exigences, of mankind \ 

4 i Cor. i. 34. 

• Incolumitatis ac falutis omnium caufa yidemus hunc ftatura 
«fle hujus totiui miindi atque naturae. Ciciro de Orar. 
£ib, III- § 45, 
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8 SERMON L 

If we fay that Providence originally fub* ' 
je&ed the natural world to the diredtion of 
certain laws, calculated to fupport and main- 
tain its conftitution ; does not the Scripture 
fay, that he alfo placed the moral worl4 
under the like regulation ? 

If we find, that, when natural bodies 
begin to be impaired, a certain principle 
takes place, in order to fupply the wafte, and 
reftore them to their priftine condition; 
do we not alfo find, that Revelation comes 
in with the like defign, to repair the 
breaches of morality, and to reinftate man* 
kind in their original uprightnefs? 

In fine, If we perceive that the order and 
difpofition of nature tends to promote the 
very fame end, that revelation is defigned to 
accomplifh; if both of them operate, in 
their refpcftive ways, to the advancement 
of virtue, and the fuppreffion of vice ; what 
elfe can we conclude, but that both are 
parts of one moral fyftem, and make up 
together one regular fcheme of providence 
for the general happinefs of mankind f ? 

f See Pp. Butler's Analogy, part II. chap. 3. 

For 
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For fince the natural and the revealed difpen* 
fation of things do thus mutually accord, 
thus clbfely unite, and co-operate with each 
other; the plain conference is, that both 
are derived from the fame caufe and author. 
But God is univerfally acknowledged to bo 
the author of nature ; and He mud there- 
fore, on the fame principles, be acknowledged 
the author of revelation too. 

And if revelation comes from this perfect 
Being, the fountain of all wifdom and good* 
nefs ; we are hence furnifhed with a ftrong 
argument a priori, that the whole fyftem of 
it, and its feveral parts, muft be founded on 
the higheft reafon. For infinite wifdom will 
always a<5t conformably to itfelf in all its dif- 
penfations. " 

Accordingly, if we defcend lower — try 
and examine the contents of revelation j and 
argue the point a pojleriori, from its internal 
character ; the reafonablenefs and importance, 
the truth and divinity of it will inftantly ap- 
pear in a full and confpicuous light. The 
excellency of its do&rines, the purity of its 
precepts, the propriety of its inftitutions, 
and the weight of its fan&ions, all confpire 

to 
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to fix and afcertain the defcent it claims; 
and to prove it as truly worthy of God, as 
it is ufeful and beneficial to mankind. 

If we proceed on to its external proofs ; to 
the feveral'atteftations that have been made 
to it; if we confider the prophecies that 
have been fulfilled, and the miracles that 
have been wrought, in confirmation of it: 
prophecies, which none but he alone, whofe 
knowledge is infinite, could poflibly di&ate ; 
apd miracles, which exhibit the cleareft in* 
dication of the finger of God : " works, 
fuch as none could do, except God were 
with him g :" if we ferioufly attend tothele 
amazing exertions of knowledge and power, 
which have been repeatedly, and in the 
moft public manner, difplayed in fupport of 
the feveral portions of this grand fyftem of 
Scripture revelation : if we confider properly 
their nature and end ; and eftimate the 
weight they carry with them ; we fhall find 
them fufficient, in all reafqn, to evince the 
truth of thofe difpenfations, of which they 
make fo remarkable a part. 

f John ni. 2. 

Indeed. 
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. Indeed, the fufficiency of them for this 
purpofe is in fa£t evident. For numbers of 
people, in different ages and countries, ac- 
tually embraced the particular revelations de- 
livered tp them, as true ^nd divine, on the 
ftrength and authority of that evidence, 
which thefe exertions fupplied. And though 
the fplendor of the light, which revelation 
diffufed ; and the awfulnefs of the miracles, 
that were performed in confirmation of it; 
plight render this evidence more fenfibly af- 
fe&ing tp thpfe, who were eye and ear-wit- 
pefles, than it can be to us, who receive it 
through the medium of hiftorical informa- 
tion : yet is there ftill ftrength enough, ftill 
weight and force enough in it, to fatisfy any 
capable and fair reafoner, of the truth of 
the religion, it is brought to atteft. Nay, 
npon the whole, we {land now, in this re- 
fpeft, on full as good, if not, perhaps, on 
better ground, than the mod advantageous 
of our predeceflbrs. 

The intrinjic excellency of revealed reli- 
gion ; the noblenefs of the end it propofes ; 
and the propriety pf the means, by which 

that 
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that end is profecuted : thefe characters of it% 
divinity are full as clear and apparent to us t 
;ts ever they were to the acutdft of thofe 
who lived in the ages before us. 

And with regard to its external proofs; 
they are fo admirably conftrufted in their 
nature, and have been fo fecurely guarded 
in their conveyance downwards, that they 
ftill fhine /orth, and #rike the mind wit!) v 
ccjual force and luftre. And if one branch 
of them be now diminished, the other i$ 
proportionably increafed: if miracles are 
ceaied, prophecies are daily accompliftied : 
fo that the balance is ftill kept even ; and 
the fum total of the evidence mud appear 
nearly the fame to us, as it did to our re* 
moter anceftors. If there be any difference f 
it lies plainly on our iide. For, as we are 
favoured with a more extenfive view of this 
wonderful fyftem, fo we can more clearly 
fee the dependencies and connexions of its 
feveral parts ; their united tendencies to one 
grand defign; and the furprifmg progrefs 
that is already made towards the actual com* 
pletion ef it. ... * 

An4 
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And when we fee, in the courfe of this 
progrgfs, fuch a number of prophecies and 
miracles, running down through the long 
extent of five thoufand years ; all of them 
working together ; all of them uniting their 
forces; and forming a chain of conne&ed 
fadls, every link of which communicates 
^ftrength to every other: — When we fee this 
to be the cafe ; the evidence refulting from 
fuch a combination rnanifeftly proves the 
whole plan to b& infinitely fuperior to any 

* 

human contrivance. That wifdom, which 
could guide a progrcflion of fads, through 
fo immenfe a traft of time, with an uniform 

* 

dire&ion to one determinate end, could cer- 
tainly be no other, than the wifdom that 
forefees all future events : and that power, 
which could guard it through all the in- 
terruptions of the greateft revolutions, and 
and all the embarrafments of the moft un- 
toward occurrences, could, certainly be no 
other, than the power which governs the 

. affairs of the world E . In fo effe&ual a man- 

* » . 

h Roths r am'i Sketch of the one great argument, §. VII. 

-P-SJ- , 

ner 
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ner does the general harmony, that rutisf 
through the fyftem of revealed religion, fei 
forth the truth and divinity of it ; and, at 
the fame time* afcertain the reality of the 
prophecies and miracles* which are fo inti- 
mately connected, and interwoven with it. 

And as to the proofs, which thefe prophe- . 
cies and miracles fupply* in their turn, for 
the fupport and confirmation of the fyftem ? 
we have no reafon to fufpeft, as I faid be- 
fore, that they are in the leaft weakened, or 
diminifhed in their force, becaufe w6 ftand 
at fuch a diftance from them. For *f they,* 
who were co-eval with the miracles or pro- 
phecies* had the evidence of their fenfes for 
the truth of thofe particular fa&s that fell 
tinder their notice ; we are poflefled of thisr 
fuperior advantage, that we have all the fa&s 
in view at onee ; can fee and tontemplate the 
whole feries entire ; and can deliberately eat«* 
amine ksftrength and connexion, throughout 
all its parts. What they faw, piece by piece, 
ki a disjointed manner, we fee Corinefted and 
combined together ; built «p into a regular* 
fclid and beautiful ftru&ure ; and from the 

excels 

» 
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excellency of the work can clearly difcover 
the wifdom and abilities of its divine Ar- 
chiteft. . 

So far we advance on the credit of Scrip- 
ture, confidered only as an hiftorical narra- 
tion of fa&s. But we are farther to obferve* 
that God has not left us to mere hiftorical 
information for the reality and, exiftence of 
thofe prophecies and miracles, on which we 
ground our belief. There is one monument 
now ftanding before our eyes, confifting both 
of prophecy and miracle — -I mean the prefenl 
ftate of the Jews — which bears teftimony 
to the truth of revelation, in an ample/ 
vifible manner ; and will probably continue 
to bear teftimony to it, till it has effectually 
triumphed over the infidelity of the Gentiley 
and the obftinacy of the Jew; till it has 
brought down the proud, exalted notions of 
the one, and the fallacious, fophiffical rea- 
fonings of the other, into an Bumble and 
willing obedience to the faith of Chrift. An d 
then, both parties, both Jews and Gentiles, 
will fee with admiration, that " the weapons 
of , our warfare**««~the arguments arifing 
t from 
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r • 
♦ • • >^ *-* 

from prophecies and miracles — " are mighty 
through God to the pulling down of ftrorig 
holds 1 ; * to the fubduing of the prejudices* 
and clearing of the difficulties, that fland in 
the way of Faith. 

Such f-ealbns have w6 fo believe, that ttie 
Scripture-revelation is derived from God: 
and equal reafons have we to hope, that it 
will finally lead us, if we obey its di&ates, 
to a ftate of perfection and happinefs. If 
we fteadily adhere to thefe reafons, which 
unite alid confirm the whole 6f revelaticta} 
we fhall never be moved by thofe friinute 
objections, which are chiefly drawn from 
the fancied blemifhes, or falfe reprefentatioti 
of detached parts. Revelation is a fyftem; 
and it is to no purpofe to attempt the fub- 
vei fion of it by the demolition of particular 
portions. For the connexion that runs 
through the whole, cements it fo firmly to* 
gether, that it muft either (land or fall iii 
one entire body. But no man has been yet 
hardy enough to attack it in this compared 

form. And if thofe forward critics, who 

^ • * 3 - 

♦ » • ' 4 . • 

' * Cor. x. 4. 
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talk with fo much petulance and boldnefs 
df the defe&s or deformities of particular 
parts; could be prevailed upon to view them 
in their relation to the general fyftem* they 
would foon alter their opinion df them; 
and from being, what they now are^ the 
fubjetft of their ridicule, they would become 
the dbjeft df thfeir admiration arid regard. 

From fuch an extended arid comprehenfive 
view, it would manifeftly appear, that all 
thefe imagined irregularities, all thefe feem* 
ing defefts dr deformities, detraft nd more 
froni the beauty df revelatidn, than craggy 
mountains and (helving vallies detradt from 
the rotundity of the globe. Nay, it would 
appear; upkm clofer examination, that the 
former in the morale as the latter in the na- 
tural world, are of great ufe and fervice ; 
perhaps iridifperifably neceflary to the benefit 
and perfection of the whole. For then it 
would appear, that fome of them contain 
vaft, latent mines of whilom and goodnefs ; 
whilft others ferve to convey down to more 
dirtant places the furplus of thofe bleffings. 

Vol. I. C which 
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which copioufly fell on forae particular 
ipots. 

But, notwithftanding thefe fair and ratio- 
nal dedu<5tions y men of perverfe minds will 
ftill cavil and find faults ; will ftill raife 
new obje&ions, as faft as the old ones are- 
cleared off. And hence it is, that the Apoftle 
is fo earned with us, to- " be always ready 
to give a reafon of the hope,, or faith,, that 

• • • * 

is in us : ,r — as well knowing, that* in every 
age of the church, fuch a preparation would- 
be highly neceflary : fince in every age, op- 
ponents to religion would perpetually arife, 
who (houM call, forth its profeflbra to the 
perpetual exercife of their zeal and know- 
ledge. And perhaps, had it not been for 
tlie oppofition of fuch adverfaries to roufe 
them, its profeflbrs might have gradually 
funk into a deplorable ignorance of thz doc- 
trines of religion, as well as into a ftiameful 
negledt of the duties of it. This however is 
certain, that the cavils raifed agaihft religion 
have all' along providentially ferved to pro- 
mote its intereft. For they have excited a. 
noble fpirit of inquiry : in conference- of 

Which* 
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^hich, the Scriptures came to be every day- 
more diligently ftudied, more clofely exa- 
mined; and more critically canvafled, than* 
ih all probability, they would otherwife 
have been. And the refult is, that the 
grounds of our faith are now much better, 
afrd more generally underftood; and the ob- 
je&ions againft them are of courfe more 
e'afiljr ahfwered k . And here let it be remark- 
ed, that a difficulty in religion, or an ob- 
je&ibti to it, once removed, becomes after- 
wards equivalent to a pofitive argument in its 
favour : 'adapted to refrefh the faith of be- 
lfevers ; and to keep them more ftedfaft and 
fixed in their profeffion. 

Confiderations thefe, that (hould make us 
attentive to the latter part of the Apoftle's 
advice ; and treat otir adverfaries " with 
xfleeknefs and reverence.'* For, with regard 
to &s 9 all their attempts have tiirned out to 
btir fignal advantage *; which fhould there- 
fore extinguifti our refentmeht againft them. 

k See Ger ard's Diflertations on the Genius and Evidences of 
ChVifKanity. Diffeh. II. § 3. 
\ Gerard, DilT. II. § 4; . 

Ci And, 
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And, with regard to them, the only way td ? 
work their converfiou is to apply to their 
reafon with civility and refpe<5K Illiberal and? 
violent methods of defence arfe prejudicial to^ 
any caufe : they render the bejl fufpicious. It 
is our boaft, that our religion is- founded 
on argument : let it therefore be our bufinefs 
tb defend it by argument. But every argu- 
ment, to maintain its force r fhotild be pro- 
pofed in the fpirit of candbr and' benevo- 
lence. If bitternefs aiid arrogance be mixed 
with it, it will lofe of it§ weight in propor- 
tion as men- are difgufted at the rudenefs 
with which- it is offered*. Whereas,- had it* 
been ftated in a milder way, it might hap- 
pily have operated with its whole influence, 
to the comfort of the propofer,.<and- the- con- 
viction of fcheadverf&ry. 

And this method is the more tb be regard- 
ed, becaufe it was the method purfued by 
the Apoftles : who, though they fcorned to 
enfnare the world by " the enticing words 
of man's wifdom*," were yet careful to con- 
vey their arguments in a mild and perfuafwc 

manner* 
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rrnanner — u in meeknefs inftru&ing thofe 
that oppofed themfelves," as the moft likely 
means of bringing them over " to the 
acknowledgment of the truth n . M They 
fubmitted the proofs and evidences of their 
religion to a free . and impartial examination • 
and then left them to operate on the minds 
of their hearers, according to their weight 
and ftrength. And what was the confe- 
rence ? Why, by thefe means, Chriftianity 
?nade a quick and furprifing progrefs ; fprea<J 
itfelf with amazing rapidity over all the 
imoft celebrated, all the moft enlightened* 
kingdoms of the world;; filencing the oppo- 
sitions of vain philofophy, and triumphing 
over the power of civil policy ; and, what 
were ftill harder to be conquered, over the 
prejudices and paffions of mankind. But the 
fame evidence, and the fame -efficacy it had 
at firft, our religion ftill retains. It was 
brought to the ieft in every age; and in 
every age has flood the trial. Nay, the 
more it has been tried, the brighter it has 
appeared ; and when fairly reprefented, has 

n i Tim. ii. 

C 3 tem 
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been too piercing and amiable to fail of its 
juft effeft. ' *. 

It had one advantage, indeed, in the be- 
ginning, which the corruption of later times 
has unhappily deprived it of : 1 mean, the ad- 
vantage of appearing in its native drefs, and 
adorned " with the fruits of good Jiving.** 
This appearance gained on the affe&ions of 
mankind, and charmed the world into an 
admiration of it. For, who of any ingenuity 
of mind, could help admiring a religion* 
that fhorie forth with fo much amiablenefs; 
and exhibited in its effe&s fuch a fulnefs of 

"grace and truth!" ' 

Now, in order to replace it on its proper 
bafis, and reftore it to its ancient honours, 
let us bring it again to the ftandard of 
Scripture ; and endeavour by our lives, as 
well as by bur arguments, to illuftrate the 
power of it. The end of faith is virtue : and 
if our life be accordingly anfwerable to our 
faith, its evidence will be almott irrefiftibk. 
The divine "excellency of it will appear 
confpicuous in the purity of converfation it 

ihfpires ; and the divine authority of it will 

• *' ; ' " " be 
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be clearly feen in the goodly fruits it pro- 
duces. By thus fulfilling the true defign of 
our own faith, we may recover others to the 
acknowledgment of it. For to make " our 
light fo ftvine before men, that they may fee 
our good works," is, perhaps, one of the 
ftrongeft inducements we can fet before 
them to imitate our example; to engage 
them to embrace the fame faith ; and by the 
pradtice of the fame virtues, u to glorify our 
Father, who is in heaven c ." To whom, 
with the Son and the Holy Ghoft be afcrib- 
cd all honour and glory, &c Arnttu 



° Matth. v. 46. 
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$ Pet, iii, 15. 

r*<i^ /<> gWf *w* jw/foir every 

man, that qfketh you a rea/on of the hope that 
is in you* 

TT is fijrprifing to obferve, fays an inge- 
X nipus writer *, how clofely the moft in- 
terefting and momentous truths are con- 
ceded together j and in how regular a train 
they iflue forth, and flow from each other. 

That th^re is a God, the fxame of the 
univerfe, on every part of which the figna- 
tmres of divinity are fo vifibly imj>refled ? 
plainly demonftrates to us; 

But if there be a God> the creator and 
govenior of the world ; then there muft be ? 

p Sied, voL II, Senn. W. 

4 pf 
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of courie, fome homage due to him frow* 
his rational and dependant creatures : that is, 
in other words, there muft be fome religion. 
And if fome religion be neceflary, it muft 
b& (uch a religion as is properly calculated 
for the general benefit of mankind. And 
what religion is there in the world, that is 
fo well adapted to the circijmftances, and 
makes fo noble a provifion for the improve- 
ment and Jaapjpinefe of mankind, as that 
which is revealed in the holy Scriptures? 

Such reflections as thefe naturally remind 
us of the precept in the text, and prepare 
us in foipe meafure for the discharge of it. 
They lead us to examine the grounds of our 
rejigion, and to weigh the evidences by 
which it is fupported. Thefe refearches into 
the grounds and evidences of it, will enable 
us, according to the degrees of our profici- 
ency, to Xk give an anfwer to every man, 
that aflceth u S a.reafon of the hope that is 
in us." . ; > . 

I3ut to render ourfelves fuch matters of 
the fubjedt, as to be t able to return a fatis- 
fa&ory anfwer, apd to fliew the reafonable- 
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©efs of every part; we muft previoufly acquire 
a true and perfect notion of the real defign of 
religion in general ; and then confider the 
fitnefs and propriety of its feveral dilpenfa- 
tions to promote and accomplifh that defign, 
through the various ftates and conditions of 
the world. For it is from the ftate and con- 
dition, that is, from the moral exigences of 
mankind, that revelation takes its rife : and 
k is to the nature of thefe exigencies that 
its contents are adapted. And therefore it 
muft be from a comparative view of both 
together, that the reafonablenefs and excel- 
lency of any difpenfation can be rightly de- 
duced and illuftrated. 

Now, fuch a comparative view of the 
Gates of the world, and the revealed dif- 
penfations connected with them, the Scrip- 
ture faithfully exhibits to us; and thereby 
fupplies us with a proper clue, to trace the 
beauties, and to unfold the wifdom, of this 
mighty, flupendous plan. 



If then we confult the Scripture-account, 
it will manifeftly appear, that, whilft man 
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Jiis natural a&lkiesi, government of the 
world went en, as we might expeft, in a re- 
gular aud uniform mgwer^rwkhoitt inter* 
tuptio% Aviation or .change* For what 
nee4 of any alterations, or extraordinary in- 
terpofitions, when the firft man, under the 
guidance of his Creator* .as a fon under the 
tuition of his father, might by the eftabli&ed 
£our& pf things, attain to that knowledge, 
virtue and happinefs, for which he w$s ori- 
ginally defigi)ed| 

. Jitf t he perverfely forfook the guide of hi$ 
life, and vainly fet up for hi$ own director ; 
in confeqnen.ee of which, he not only fell 
far below the ftandard. of his nature, but 
funk into the depth of mifery and woe. Now 
if God, in his goodnefs, determined to raife 
this fallen: and corrupted man to his primi- 
tive ftation ; much more if he defigned to ad- 
vance him to higher degrees of virtue and 
happinefs> than what could be attained by 
the pre-eftablilhed laws of nature ; it is ob- 
vious to conclude, that he muft necefl'arily 
effeft it by fome fupernatural method. 



Digitized by Google 



SERMON It 4ft 

• "the conftitution and courfe of nature 
tvas originally adapted to the ftate of inno- 
cence ; and contained no remedy for evils, 
6ccafioned by voluntary defe&ion. Thefe, 
if remedied at alF, muft be remedied by a 
ftperior hand ; afr£ in a way different from? 
She original eftablifliment. Accordingly wC 
find, that, when God came down to judge 
the offenders, but, at the fame time, with 
the kind intention of refcuing them at laft 
from the mifery and ruin they had brought 
tipon themfelves ; he (hewed this intention,- 
as the cafe required, by an extraordinary 
exertion of knowledge and power— by pro- 
phecy and miracle: by prophecy firft, to* 
Open to the view of difconfolate man a new 
profpe£t of happinefs, and to rekindle in hi* 
breaft new hopes; and then by miracle, to? 
ftrengthen and confirm thofe hopes in hincv 
and to afibre him of their future comple- 
tion. 

The promife> thus made and confirmed** 
brought to- our firft parents feafonable relief^ 
and placed' them again under the guidance' 
of religion. But here it is to be obferved; 

that, 
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that, as their chara&er was now becofiiS 
more complicated* (for wd are to cbnfider 
them not only as men, but alfo as finners) 
fo their religion became of courfe propor^ 
tionably complex likewife. 

As men, or rational beings* they frere ftill 
fubjed to the religion of nature, and the law 
of reafon : they were ftill bound to entertain 
a right knowledge of God, and to pay him 
iincere, unfeigned obedience^ 

But as fnnersj admitted into a covenant of 

* 

grace, they were moreover to profefs, ac- 
cording to the tenour of that covenant, a right 
faith in the promifed Redeemer ; through 
the merits of whom the fincerely obedient 
were to be reftored to happinefs. 

True religion then, on the eftablifliment 
of the new oeconomy after the fall, confifted 
of thele two parts — which it concerns us 
conftantly to bear in mind, as of great im- 
portance in our future inquiries. 

Now, had the fucceeding generations tfc* 
tained this religion pure and incorrupt in 
both its parts, and lived up to the meafure 
of its obligations ; the adminiftration of di- 
vine 
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vine government would probably have pro- 
ceeded in its ufual courfe, without any 
farther defle&ions. 

But this, alas ! was very far from being 
the cafe. Mankind in a fhort time corrupted 
their ways : and not only forgot the promife 
of a Redeemer ; but even funk into a de- 
plorable ignorance of the one true God ; and 
plunged themfelves into an endlefs variety of 
deftru&ive errours, and fatal fuperftitions. 

When they had thus degenerated into 
idolatry and wickednefs, and were in no- 
wife able to reform themfelves ; the prefer- 
vation of their happinefs manifeftly required* 
that Providence fhould interpofe in fome ex- 
traordinary manner* to recall them to the 
knowledge of thefe neceflary articles, and to 
awaken them into a fenfe of their duty. Ac- 
cordingly we are informed in the courfe of 
this hiftory, that God did actually interpofe, 
" at fundry times, and in diverfe manners, *° 
for this purpofe ; and marvelloufly conducted, 
through a long period, two different kinds 
of adminiftration together, adapted to the 

1 Hcb. i. i. 



Digitized by 



3$ Sermon it. 

two differeht parts of religion, which thfiy> 
were intended to reftore. ' 

But, as faith in God is the Fundamental 
principle of all religion* fo the firft thing 
heceflary to be done for the recovery of 
mankind* was to bring thend back to the 
belief and acknowledgement df that firft ar- 
ticle, relating to his being and providence* 
*« For he that edmeth to God* mtift bfelieve 
that he is* or exifts ; and that he is a re- 
warder of them, that diligently feek him V* 

Conformably to this; the Scripture aflbres 
lis, that thofe wonderful taanifeftatiohS fa 
frequently difplayed in tlie firft ages of thef 
world, were chiefly defighed fo Convince the 
nations* of the falfhood and vanity of the 
dpinidris they had imbibed ; ahd to render 
them fenfible, that Jehovah* the author of 
thofe amaiihg wonders, was the only great 
and true God ;— and cohfequehtly, that He 
alone was intitled to their fervice and obe- 
dience. And it is one principal part df my 
defigti in the following Difcourfes* to fhew 
how wifely thofe wondrous manifeftations 

' Het>. *i. 6. 

• - were 
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to&e c^itrived, and how properly they were 
adapted* to promote arid <accomplifh the end 
in Vkilw'^to fhew, how the do&rincs and 
mkacfes confpired together, to difpel the 
darknefs of fuperftltidn and idolatry; and to 
freftdre mankind to the <:lear knowledge of 
thrfr God and Creator. 

Bat befides this, and in cbhjuii&ion with 
it, there runs through the Old Teftament 
another fcheme of divine adminiftration, re- 
lativeto the fecond article ; admirably fitted 
t6 fupport the hopes, and to confirm the 
faith of thofe, who lived under that Tefta- 
mdnt, in the future advent of the promifed 
Redeemer* This fcheme has been fo happily 
Unfolded, and fo fully explained by a late 
learned Prelate, ill his Difcourfes on Tie 
^fe milntm vf ^Pr^hec^ that I have only 
to ofeferve, how effectually it anfwered the 
purpofe of PiWidence ; as it railed in the 
Vorld a general expe&ation of the MefSah's 
coming % and prepared the people for the re- 
ception of their Lord. 

When the world, and particularly that 
nation which was the grand depofitary of 

Vol. I. D true 
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true religion, was fo far enlightene4J>y thefe 
adminiftrations, as to be thoroughly con- 
vinced, that Jehovah was the only God ; 
and that, " in remembrance of his mercy, 
he was about to raife up a mighty falvation 
for them, as he had ipokefi by the mouth 
of his holy prophets* then it feem3 to be 
the proper time for the promifed Redeemer 
to make his appearance, in order to inftruft 
them in the will of God; and to direct them 
to thofe a£ts of real and fubftantial virtue, 
which are well-pleafing and acceptable to 
him. ' ' > , 

And the event was exa&ly anfwerable. 
•For the Gofpel aflures us, that Jefus Chrift 
did accordingly appear " in the fulnefs of 
time 1 ;" the time appointed by the prophe- 
cies: that he made a clear and" full de- 
claration of God's will to mankind; and 
eftabliftied a more perfeft inftitution of re- 
ligion ; the obfervatice of which is to fecure 
to us the favour of God ; and to entitle us, 
through the merits of this blefl'ed Redeemer, 

» Luke i. 66. 70. " " ! ' ~ 

1 Gai, iv. 4 . ; : 
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t& jhe pbffeffion.of eternal happinefs. And 
it is *aoik«r branch of my;de%n to fhew— 
-how. well the do&rines, which Ghrift de- 
. Jiyered, were accommodated to the neceffi- 
. fie% and fitted for the; moral improvement, 
,©f thb E world: and alfo^ how exquifitdy the 
njiractas he wrought, were adjufted to evince 
the truth of his do&rioes: and confequentty 
to (hew, how fully both in conjunction 
, pfQ^e hi m to be " that prophet, that ihould 
come into the world V* 

Thefe are the outlines of the plin, which 
; I have formed for myfelf in the prefcnt un- 
dertaking'; and which 1 ihall endeavour gra- 
dually to fill iif*. 

. But to fill it up in a tegular order, and fet 
forth the feveral parts of it in their true and 
proper light ; it will be requifite to look back 

. %o the creation of the world ; tb contemplate 
and confider the primitive ftatarof mankind,' 

• and the provifioa that was, originally made 
for their happinefs. And if this prdvjiion, 
which God h*d eftahlifhedin the conftitution 
of nature, and which hfc difpenfed by the or- 

u John vu 14. 
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: diiaary courfe of things, appears to h#ve been 
Suitable to the Hate and condition they were 

- then in ; we may reafonably prefume, that 

- rail the fubfequent difpenfarions of his provi- 
dence, though frequently of an extraereR- 
nary and miraculous ki«4, were '{{fainted 
and conduced with equal wifdom ; and were 
perfe&ly adapted to. the Various neeeffities, 
which they afterwards laboured under. 

But indeed, we have fomethitig more than 
prefumption, we have evident proof, to build 
upon.. For, if we purfue the footsteps of 
mankind, as they pafled through the fevenal 
periods of the world ; aiid examine the cif- 
cumftances which they fell into from time 
to time ; we (hall find the, difpenfatiohs, dis- 
played at thofe times, aaul in reference to 
. thofe circumftances, to have been as fujl 
fraught with .wifdom, as they were with 
r !goodnefs: to have been entirely-fubfervient 
i to the : grand purpofe of ifautiiam hapjimefs : 
and fubiervienfc to it in-the Ways arid 
4 methods, . which feem; of ail othe- s the 

- jjonoft proper to produce itt-'v »r 

•o ■ •* 
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This we fhall hereafter endeavour to fliew 
from a diftindt confi deration of particulars/ 
Suffice it at prcfent to obferve, that the ge- 
neral view, which we have already taken .of . 
thefe-difpea&tions, exhibits a ftrong, gene- 
ral proof of what we have advanced con- 
cerning them. ^ . : • 

If mankind were fo far funk into ignorance; 
and errour, a* to deify the feveral parts of 
nature, and <f to worftnp the creatures in- 
ftead of the Qreator* ; M ' what method more 
fyitable, proper and reatbpable, could the 
Aln^ighfy m>k$ <jfc of, to convince them of 
ri*ei? folly,; and bring them back to the obe- 
dience ;of himfelf ; than that of counteract- 
ing! the? laws of nature, and miraqiUbufly con- 
trowing operation* and effects where- 
by , they might fee, that to Him 'alone, as 
gffft&ftor of the -world* their veneration* 
foould, in prudence and juftice, be directed. 
For in, thofe times of idolatry, the chief 
point to( be fettled, . was the fupremacy o£ 
Jj&hrov^h, and fei& government of the wOrldv 
Ami therefore the- far greater iwmber of thci 

^ *; V> 3 miracles 
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mil aeles' recorded in the Old Teftament, arj; 
dire&ly applied to ibis point: and, being 
awakening inftatices of terrible majefty, evi- 
dently prove — that the author of them was 
endowed with fupreme power ; could bend 
th<* courfe of nature to his will; and was * 

therefore to be revered, as the Lord and Go- 

■ ... * • .'»« 

vernor of the whole earth. • 

When we come to the times of the Mew 
Teftament, we meet with miracles of a dif- 
ferent kind ; bat no lefs properly adapted to 
the nature of the difpcnfdfiofc, which they 
were wrought to atteft. Here God apjiedfs 
in milder majefty, iftftitutirig a religion of 
perfect purity, and bouhdlefs love. Gorre- 
ipondent therefore to the genius of this re- 
Jfgkm, the miracles performed for its fupport, 
are all miracles of" mercy-; which, at the 
fame time that they demonftrate the truth/, 
breath^forth the very fpirit and temper of 
the Gofpel. .For the good wiH therein re- 
vealed towards mankind, is every where ex- 
emplified by the miraculous benefits confer- 
red upon them. And what* can we conceive 
more rational, convincing and fatisfa&ory, 

I ^ than, 
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than that fuch a difpenfation — calculated to 
remove the diforders of the foul, and to 
advance it to a ftate of perfection — fhould be 
thus illuftrated, confirmed and eftablifhed, 
by miracles which confift in curing the ana- 
logous difeafes of the body, and reftoring it 
to perfect health ? 

Hence then may be difcovered the weak- 
nefs and futility of this boafted obje&ion, 
«' that miracles can be no witrfefs either for 
God or men; nor are any proof either of di- 
vinity or revelation * " For though," fay 
our adverfaries, " innumerable miracles 
fhould aflail the fenfe, and give the tremb- 
ling foul no refpite; though the Iky fliould 
fuddenly open, and all kinds of prodigies ap- 
pear; voices be heard, or chara&ers read ; 
yet, what would this evince, but only that 
there were certain powers which could do all 
this ? But what powers ; whether one 2 or 
more ; whether fuperior or fubaltern ; mor- 
tal or immortal ; wife or foolifh ; juft or un- 
juft ; good or bad : this would flill remain 
a myftery ; as would the true intention, the 

7 Chajra&erifticks, vol. II. § 5. p. 331. 

D 4 infaU 
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infallibility or certainty of ^yhateyqr thpffl' 
pQwers afferted 2 

Now, in whatever flate of myfterioufnefs 
or obfcurity fingle miracles, comfidered apart, 
fnay leave thefe points involved ; yet, .'Hp* 
racks that run, as the Scripture-miraclea do, 
in one conne&ed chain, are completely ad-? 
apted to clear them up. For by this, com- 
bination, this bond of union that fubfifts 
between them, we may as eafily trajce the : 
end and defign of thefe extraordinary effe&s, 
aa ..we can trace thofe of the ordinary, works 
of nature. And if we fiud, as. we do £nd 5 
that they are all, though various, ftill cohe- 
rent; that they are all fnbfervient tp finjiUar: 
ends of wifdom and goodness, with thofe that 
appear in the works of creation ; that; they 
all co-operate to one common benevoleut 
defign^ the production of human bappinefs; 
theji furely, " w f e have fufScieint reafoa to 
conclude, and to be convinced, that they are 
all. the etfefts of one power— .of one fyperior 
aud immortal power— of one, power, wife,, 

* Char^eriiHc«, vol, II. § >p. 333* , 
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ju/ft and good*? in a word, of that power,, 
which firft brought nature into being ; 
which then wifely and gracioufly eftablifhed 
laws for the happinefs of his creatures ; and 
which afterwards, at times, as wifely and 
gracioufly countera&ed thofe laws, when it 
became necefTary to their farther happinefa. 

Here therefore is 3 clear difplay — a full, 
irrefragable proof of divine power : and the 
intention of this power, in performing thefe 
marvellous works, is equally plain and ob- 
vious. For the nature, of the miracles 
wrought, the relation they bear to the cir- 
cumftances of things, and the fuitablenefs 
they clifcover to certain ends, are as clear 
indications of what the Almighty intended 
in the performance of them; as the quali-. 
ties and affe&ions of natural bodies are indi- 
cations of the defign he had in view, when 
he produced thofe bodies into being. 

With refpeft to the miracles, wrought in 
confirmation of particular do&rines, they 
aje fo exquifitely appropriated to the nature 

* Brown's Eflkys on the Chara&criltics. Effay III. § IV. 
p. 276. 

of 
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©f thofe do&rines, as to be often real exem- 
plificati6ns of them. They are, in. many 
cafes, the very do&rines reduced into a&s. 

And- the truth of fuch do&rines is as certain 

' • •< * ** * ■* ■ * * 

and 'infallible, as it is unquejlionable and nrr- 

taf/H that the a&s were performed. 

Upon the whole ; the proofs of 'final caufes, 

and confequently the proofs of the intention 

of the Deity, are as vifible in the proceedings 

that concern the moral* as in thofe that re- 

• * * * 

late to the natural world. Natural bodies 
neither 'ftand more properly ranged, nor 
operate more harmomoufly to the ends of 
creation; than miracles do, to the purpofes 
of revelation. 

We fee them fpringing up, juft at the 
times, and exactly in the places, we might 
reafonably expe£t: we fee them fucceeding 
each other in a regular, connetted order: 
we fee them afluming various complexions, 

» * ► * * 

according to the various neceflities and occa- 
lions, that : called for them : we fee them, 

* • * 

completely anfwering thofe occafions and 
neceffities; and thereby fecuring the happi- 
nefs of the world. And feeing all this, can 

we 
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we poffibly doubt' either the intent or pro- 
phets of them ? can we poflibly doubt of 
tljeir being ' the genuine works of Him, 
p who is excellent in wifdom, as well as 
mighty in power;" and who, viewing the 
end ffotiA the beginning, " fweetly ordercth 
all the itleans V that are neceflary to pro- 
mote aud accomplifh it ? ? 

If we (hould now try what effett it would 
have, to fii^pofe the order of the miracles 
changed ; this would be a farther illuftration 
both of the propriety of them, and of the 
advantages refulting from their prefent fitua- 
tion c . For which of the miracles exhibited 
to Pharaoh would have been to Adam, what 
the debafing of the ferpent to the abjeft ftatc 
of a reptile was — a ftanding fecurity for the 
completion of his hopes, and a prelude to the 
final overthrow of his enemy? 

To what purpofe would the gift of lan- 
guages have been conferred on the Ifraelites, 
fecluded, as they were, from the converfe 
and fociety of all foreign people ? 

* wiia. viii. i. 

e Roth£r am's Sketch, &c. § iii. p. 23, 

Or 
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Or. how would the power of defeating, 
armies, and conquering nations by war, have 
promoted the eftablifhment of the Gofpel of 
peace? How would it have accorded with 
the genius and temper of that - religion*, 
whofe end is to lev.el ajl- diftin&ious ; to re- 
duce mankind into one community ; and to 
unite them in the bonds of charity and 
love? . • . 

. In the. places they are fituated tl>e miracles, 
have all their ufe and beauty; the moment 
you tranfpofe them, their luftre is Uraiftied: 
their ferviceablenefs and propriety ^re no. 

longer vifiblc ; but the whole becemes at;.. 

> 

once an uieleis and monftrous jumble of 
ftrange, confufed, unmeaning exertions. 

Finally, as the order and difpofition of the 
miracles ferve thus to illuftrate and fet forth 
their propriety ; fo do the Gircumftances under* 
which they were exhibited, and the con- 
-ne£tion they maintain with the known na- 
tural ftate of the times, ferve %o prove their, 
truth and reality. They make, in the hiftory 
of thofe times, an eflential part of the feveral 
events related; t hey ■ ar£ fo. intimately inter- 
woven 



\ - 
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wOtfferi with the natural occurrence*, that 
they cahnot- be fepa rated the cme : ftom the 
other, without violence: they are the auxi- 
liaries of nature For the accompliftment *of 
the divine purpofes : t*hey are indeed^the very 
means that Providence made ufe of— and the 
only means that fccm adapted*-^to work the 
reformation, and caf ry ion the improvement 
of the world. Their exiftence therefore may 
be clearly deduced from the iriahifeft bnprove- 
mentj which mankind are allowed to have 
made in religious knowledge and moral 
pra£ice. Ift a word, the Jew ilH arid Chrif. 
tian Religions, the grand inftrurtiferits of this* 
improvement, were refpe&iveiy founded on 
the Jewifh and Chrfftiatr miracles ; without 
which, the^ could never have been eftabliflied. 
Hence then, we arte ks fare, that rhefe mi- 
racles were actually perf6rmed, and had a 
real ekiftence; as we ire fure, that thefe re- 
ligions now fubfrft, and 1 are proftflfed in the 
world. And greatet fecurity than this, no 
man, if think, canreafonably deftre. ; 5 » 

But, notwithftanding the forca of this 
evidence, the incredulity of the prefent age 

- has 
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has not only dared to call in queftion the 
reality of .thefe miracles ; but has proceeded 
fo far, -as even to deny the poffibility of theqa. 
The validity of the reafonings, by whiclvopr 
adversaries would fain reject them,- I ,fliall 
bring to. tl>e teft in my next Difcourfe. In 
the mean time, convinced as we are, that 
4i the foundation of Gpd $an$ejtta fu*e d ; ;" 
that $he religion which , he eftal)liflxed by 
fuch <a train of miracles', is infalHWy ,tryc 

. and 'divine j let us fepoufly attend to its im- 
portant dpftrines;, and diligently endeavour 
to fiyn^, our lives according to its wHe and 

, excellent precepts. Let us 5 fedately reflect, 

, : t)iat the ^reat end of all true religion, and 
mpr<? particularly of tl^ : Chriftiaivreligion>; is 
to reform its profeflbrs ftpm. vice and immo- 
rality ; -and to render them « zealous of good 
worksj;.;^ When it influences qur cpndu& 

. in thisi naanner, the benevolent defign of qur 
J^ord in revealing it r and the great intention 

; 9fGpflinthe miraculous attention ;}ie has 
been pleafed to give it, is effe&uaHy com- 

* 2 Tim. ii. 19, '; vriL' ; ./'/Jtl e i:\i 

1 v pleted.- 
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pleted. Our falvation is begun ; as, by the 
forfaking of our fins, the caufes of our mifery 
are removed. " And being made free from 
fin'," the higher we advance in piety and 
goodnefs, the better we fhall be diipofed for 
the enjoyment of that happinefs, which 
God has prepared for them that obey 
him. To whom, with the Son and Holy 
Ghoft, be afcribed all honour, adoration and 
praife, &c. Amen. 

* Rom. vi, 18, 
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t 

(jrENi Xviil. 14. 

Is any thing too hard fir the hordt 

* 

AS miracles are ftich clear* pofitive and 
direft proofs of the truth of revela^ 
tion ; it is no wonder, that the patrons of in- 
fidelity fliould labour fo induftrioufly, in, 
every age, to decry, explode and reject them* 
But of all the attempts that were ever made 
in any age to this purpofe; one of the mofi 
iubtile, as well as the moll infolent, is that 
of a certain modem writer ; who not only 
prefumes to queftion the reality, but magif- 
terially denies the poffibility of miracles : who 
pronounces them to be in their' own nature 
utterly incredible; and, when produced i;i 
fupport of any religious fyftem, to be more 
Vol. L - E properly 
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properly a fubjedt of derifion than of argu- 
ment g . 

But how light and ridiculous fbever this 
fubjeft may appear in the apprehenfion of 
our faftidious author; it has certainly too 
much weight, ftrength and ftability to be 
puffed away by the mere arrogance of an in- 
fulting farcafm. It is a ferious fubje£t, and 
admits of argument. And therefore v; e (hall 
aflume the confidence, notwithftanding his 
feoffs, to argue the point with this contemp- 
tuous adverfary : not indeed with any view 
of working the convidtion of fo prejudiced a 
perfon; but in hopes of fecuring the better 
difpofed, but iefs learned, from being led 
away by the fophiftry of his reafonings. 

And to this end, I (hall endeavour to 
prove, in direct oppofition to the general 
defign and avowed purport of his Tenth 
Eflav, 

That miracles are fo far from being in their 
own nature either impoffible or incredible ; 
that, on the contrary, there is ilrong pre- 

t HuMt's Eflays, vol. II. § x, on Miracle?, p. 159. 8vo. 
Jul, ^6;« 

• fumption, 
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fumption, nay, irrefragable evidence of their 
having been a&ually performed; and per- 
formed too in fupport and atteftation of re- 
vealed religion. 

In difcufling thefe points I (hall proceed 
as the nature of the fubjedt dire&s; and at- 
tempt, in the 

Firft place, to evince and demonftrate the 
fqffibility of miracles. 

The Almighty, when he created this 
vifible world, difpofed the parts of it in fuch 
order, and imprefled upon them fuch mo- 
tions, as were adapted to accomplifti the 
gracious ends, which he propofed to himfelf 
in the creation of it. Now, as thefe ends, 
he forefaw, were in general'attainable by one 
uniform mode of proceeding; fo he deter- 
mined, that a conftant fucceffion of efFe&s 
Ihould uniformly proceed from their refpec- 
tive caufes, accbrding to certain ftated rules. 
Thefe rules, which natural bodies obferve. 
in their operations, are commonly called the 
laws of nature. But the laws of nature are 
in reality the laws of God : that is, they are 
nothing elfe but the modes of afting, which 

E 2 the 
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the wifdom of the Deity has prefcribed to* 
his power, in the preferVation and govern- 
ment, of the. natural world.. For matter,, 
having no (elf-determining principle*., is, 
poppvly fpeafcing, capable of no Jaw. Being 
in. itfelf inert a#d paj£vQ,:,ifc;can only aft, a& 
k is a&ed upon. And therefore the courfe 
of the material World ffemds in need of the 
fame power to continue it on, a* was necef- 
lary at firft to ptt it i» motion. And in- 
deed, fuch , power is constantly employed 
upon it. For the principle- of .gravitation > 
the moft extenfive and operative principle, im 
nature, is evidently no other thai* the. con- 
tinual agency of God h . 

Since the courfe of nature, then*, is nothing 
elfe but than continued uniform manner, it* 
tvhich God produces certain ette£f s according 
ro his own wifdom ; and firice this mannen 
of* ailing depends entirely upon his wifdom ; 
he may at any time, if he fees .fit, as eafily 
alter it, as he may continue it: in orher 

: h Newtoxi Piincipia, &<?. lib. TIL prop. XLII. fchoL gerfc 
Sec alio Mackl.vurin's Account of Sir I. Newton's Difeove r 
ries r b. IV, eh. IX. § x. 5. 6; 13. and Price's Ditfert. on Pro* 
tider.ee, § a» 

v . . words> 
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-words, he may as *eafily work a miracle, and 
* 4 perform a tifw thing 1 " in the earth, as 
he may perfevere in the o/J> common way, 
and keep things on in their ordinary courfe. 
For the ordinary and extraordinary are 
equally in his power, and equally fbbjed to 
Jus will and controuL For no man will 

* * 

contend, that it requires more or greater 
power to flop or alter the motions of thfc 
planets, than it does to carry them round iik 
their orbits. No man will contend, that it 
requires a greater power to deluge the earth, 
or to divide the lea, than it did at firft to 
create them ; and docs flail to prefervethem in 
their prefent ftate. No man will contend, that 
it requires a greater power to reftore life to a 
body when dead, than to give life to a body 
that before never lived. Or, if any one 
ihould be difpofed to contend thefe points ; 
yet he cannot deuy, but that infinite power 
is able to perform them. 

Hence then it follows, that miracles are 
foJiiU; that the .Ruler of the world may 
counteract the laws, or alter the courfe of it, 

1 Numb. xvi. 30. 

» 

E 3 when 
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when he fess proper. But when it may be 
proper for him to act in fuch a mariner, we 
are not always competent judges. This 
however we may judgp, that in general and 
common cafes, h© will always a& according 
to the general and common courfc of things; 
as that ?purfe will be fufficient to anfwer the 
great and ultimate end of ^11 his a&ions— 
the produ&ion of the comrpgn and general 
good. 

JJut, to come to my fecond point, 
If any extraordinary occafions fhpuld arift, 
which require extraordinary proyifions ; then 
it is probable that he will make thofe provi- 
fions for them in fome extraordinary way ; 
that is, he will probably perform miracles. 

For M I R ACLE S ARE EXTRAORDINARY EF- 
FECTS PRODUCED UPON EXTRAORDINARY 

occasions. And that fuch occafipns may 
arife, both in the natural and mora} world, 
'tis an eafy matter to conceive. In the na- 
tural world, the attraction of bodies may 
bring on fpch irregularities, as can noptherr 
wife be adjufted, than by the hand of K[im 
who firft formed it k . And in the moral 

k Newton's Optics, Q^ery 31.0, 378. 

World, 

« 
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world, the corruption of free agents may oc- 
cafion fuch enormities, as can only be recti- 
fied by the interpofition of Providence. 

In fuch circumftances therefore, where it 
feeras neceflary that God, both as preferver 
and governor of the world, Jhovli interpofe 
for its fupport and welfare ; it is very pro- 
bable he may have interpofed : and more es- 
pecially in matters relating to true religion. 
For fince he is peculiarly concerned for the 
happinefs, and, as the means of it, for the 
moral improvement, of mankind ; if men, 
by a wrong ufe of their liberty, fliould 
plunge themfelves into vice and wretched- 
nefs: if, in that ftate of ignorance and 
errour, inftead of being able to recover them- 
felves, they (hould continually fink into ftill 
worfe and worfe condition : what can you 
conceive more probable, than that God (hould 
interpofe, by fome fignal adt of his provi- 
dence, to reclaim them to the pra&ice of 
virtue and religion ; and thereby reftore 
them to the capacity of attaining that happi- 
nefs, for which they were originally de- 
figned ? 

E 4 If 

« 
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If real piety and moral virtue, with the 
religious knowledge that is neceffary tQ 
them, are objefts worthy of the divine at- 
tention ; and if thefe were in danger of 
periftung utterly out of the world; " why 
fliould it be thought a thing incredible, that 
God" fhould commiffion proper perfpns to 
republifh the dodtrjnes, and enforce the 
duties of religion and morality, with clear 
jand exprefs authority ? This commiffion of 
the prophets would be in itfelf miraculous : 
but then the miracle would not appear open r 
ly to the world : and therefore fome other 
miracles, obvious and fenfible, would be ne- 
, ceffary to atteft its truth. Superior know- 
ledge and virtue are not alone fufficient tq 
<chara£lerize a prophet. He muft alfo " do 
ftich things, as no man can do, except God 
were with him," before his prophetic cha- 
racter will be eftablifhec!, and himfelf be 
acknowledged as a divine teacher 1 . And 
therefore we may conclude, that every pro T 
phet, employed upon any extraordinary mef- 
fage, would be endowed with this power of 

! See Dr. Adams's Eflay on Miracles, p. 33. 

working 



Digitized by Google 



SERMON III. 57 

working miracles, as well in confirmation 
of his own million, as in fupport of the 
xk)£trines he had in charge to teach m . 

And if it fliould appear from the hiftory 
of the world, that fuch good ends have in 
fad been anfwered by them: if it fliould 
appear, for example, that religion and mo- 
rality, when juft expiring, had been revived 
by the help of thefe miracles ; had been 
eftablifhed among feveral nations ; and in a 
way likely to gain farther ground : this will 
be a ftrong prefumption in their favour. And 
if it fhould farther appear, that there is no 
other aflignable caufe, which could bring 
about this great event, but the miracles re- 
corded to have been wrought for the pur- 
pofe ; this will be a good proof, that they 
were accordingly wrought; and a&ually 
performed with that intention n . 

• 

What a grange conduft therefore muft it 
be in our adverfary, to allow that " miracles 
may bepoffib/e; nay, and probable too ; pro- 
vided they have nothing to do with religion." 

m Stilling fleet's Origin. Sacne, b, II. ch. vi. § 15. 
* Adams's EflUy, p. 34* 

For 
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For where fliould we exped them to be 
employed, but on obje&s worthy of them? 
And what obje&s can we conceive of fuch 
dignity and importance, as thofe which re- 
ligion exhibits? If God then can be thought 
to have any regard for the things that con- 
cern the tranfient enjoyments of this mortal 
life; how much greater attention may he 
be fuppofed to pay to the things that refpeft 
our immortal ftate ? But thefe are the things 
of religion : the things that make for the 
fupreme intereft of mankind, through time, 
and through eternity. From hence then, 
from the dignity and importance of their 
defign, there arifes a peculiar prefumption in 
favour of fuch miracles, as are faid to have 
been wrought in fupport of religion °. 

" No, fays the infidel and retorts upon 
us — " if there be any prefumption, that 
miracles were wrought in former times, to 
fupport thedodtrines, and enforce the practice 
of true religion ; there mull fubfift, of courfe, 
an equal prefumption, that they would dill 

• Campbell's Diflertation on Miracles, § V, p. 89, kc. 
Bp. But lee's Anal, of Religion, pj. ii. ch. ii. p. 243, 6cc, 
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• 

be performed in our own times, for the 
fame ends — becaufe religion and morality 
want ftill to be propagated, — ftill to be en- 
forced in the world. And fince it is certain, 
that God performs no miracles now for that 
purpofe; the preemption is, from the rules 
of analogy, that he never did perform 
any." 

• Now, in anfwer to this, let it here be ob- 
fcrved, that it is in no wife neceflary, as the 
inference would fuppofe, to keep always to 
the fame method, in order to accomplifli 
the fame end. We learn from the conftitu- 
tion of nature, that it requires far greater 
care, pains and trouble, to fettle, ftrengthen, 
and eftablifli things at jir/l, than it does after* 
ivards to preferve and fupport them: in 
time indeed, they may be able to preferve 
and fupport themfelves. Hence then, if no 
ipiracles are wrought at prefent for the pro- 
pagation of religion, the reafbn is plain- 
religion may be propagated without them. 
And God will never be fo lavifli of his 
power, as to make ufe of extraordinary 

means, 
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means, when common and ordinary ones 
"are found fufficient. 

- But though common and ordinary means 
<vre fufficient now ; yet, in the beginning they 
were not fa. For true religion, like a tender 
plant, required, when firft fet in the earth, 
to be watered and nourilhed with the dew 
of heaven ; without which it would have 
-withered away. It required to be guarded 
\vith conftant care ; to be defended from all 
'annoyances ; and to be fortified againft the 
Violence of all the ftorms, that might fall and 
beat upon it. It required therefore the pe- 
culiar attention of Providence, and the lignal 
exertion of his mighty arm : that is, it re- 
quired miracles to be wrought in its favour, 
in order both to promote its fuccefs, and to 
fecure its eftablifliment in the world. When 
afterwards, in confequence of fuch miracu- 
lous interpofitions, " it had taken root, and 
•filled the land * when it had been widely 
difFuled, and fufficiently eftablifhed among 
the nations ; then indeed might it fafely be 
left to prefer ve itfel? ; and to' make its way 

p Pfahn lxxx. 9. 

7 *V 
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by its own ftrength, without any fpecralj 
affiftance. ■ /. 

This is the conclufion wc are led to fornx> 
from the analogy of nature; and i&a con- 
clufion that ftands fully confirmed by thef 
evidence of facts. For if experience tells us,, 
that God now a£ts in the affairs erf religiort 
according to the natuval courfe of things^ 
and, having committed it to the care and 
management of its profeflbrs, leaves it to the 
influence and refuit of their conduS : fa 
hiftory afllmes us, an. the other hand, that 
in ancient times, he afted m a different man- 
ner ; that he watched over religions with a 
providential eye ; attended to its various 

as oceafions re- 
quired 1 ', Tuccoured, fuppoffted, ftcengthned, 
ftabliihed it by frequent amd fupernaturpl dif. 
plays of his powar*. Which brings me, 
m the : : il nU i: f. . n:; ' 

Third place, Toi pro ve, the reality and ter^ 
tainty of miracles* .il u . . k r> re Ir * / 
. There are two *eHgians now in th* 
world — the Jewi/b. arid ti)e Cbnijtia* — which, 
though they fprung up under the moft un- 

promifing 
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promifing afpeft, yet made their way with 
furprifing fuccefs. If we compare the genius 
of thefe religions with the temper and difpc- 
fitions of the times, we ftiall find that 
they contain nothing, that was particularly 
adapted to engage the affections, but muph 
that might eafily excite the aver/ion, of a loole 
and degenerate world. For the burdenfome 
ceremonies of the former were no lefs un- 
grateful to the indolence, than the fublime 
purity of the latter was to the corruption, of 
depraved nature. But, notwithftanding the 
prejudices that lay againft them, and the 
oppofition that was made to them, thefe 
religions ftill prevailed ; and gained, in their 
day, an extcnfive reception among mankind. 
But by what means did they gain it ? Not by 
natural, but by fupernatural means : by the 
help of the miracles, that were publicly 
performed to atteft their truth. Thefe mi- 
racles the people faw ; and believed the re- 
velations confirmed by them. And this their 
ptofefled belief of the one, is an irrefragable 
proof of the reality of the other. 



J t| ttmt 
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But this evidence will appear in a ftronger 
light, if we confider the relation, which 
thefe miracles bear to the ftate and circum- 
ftances of the times ; and the connexion they 
maintain with the known fituation of things. 
When we examine the miracles recorded by 
heathen authors, we cannot but obferve, that 
they are all detached events, and properly 
make no part of the hiftory ; fince the fame 
feries of affairs might be carried on, and the 
fame ends be accomplifhed, as well without 
the interpofition of them, as with it: and 
therefore may conclude, that they were pur- 
pofely introduced, either to enliven a dull 
narration, or to anfwer fome bafe, political 
defign. But the Scripture-miracles are of a 
different ftamp. They plainly conftitute an 
ejfential part of the feveral events related: and 
are fo intimately interwoven with the natu>- 
ral occurrences, that they cannot be fepa- 
rated from them. They all work to fome 
rational, important end ; and come in, oppor- 
tunely* to affift and ftrengthen the weaknefs 
of nature, in order to bring that end about. 
Take away the afliftance of miracles, in the 

cafes 
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cafes they are faid to have been wrought, and 
you will inftantly perceive, that nature muft 
fink under the weight of the tranfa£tions ; 
and that, her powers being unequal to the 
work, theoeconomy of the times muft come 
to a dead ftand. Miracles only could carry 
it on : nor is there any. fuch thing, as pro- 
ceeding fcarce a ftep without them. 

Place the Jews, as they were placed, in 
Egypt ; and whqwill you bring them out, 
againft the will of their tyrannical matters, 
ttnlefs by a miracle performed in their favour? 
Then, ©bferve their embarrafment at the 
Red fear, a»d think, how it is poffible, 
without another miracle, to deliver them 
from the fury of their enraged enemies, and 
land them fafe on the oppofite ihore ? Attend 
them afterwards in their journey ings through 
the witdernefc, for the fpace of forty years; 
and how were they to be fuftained, for fa, 
long a time, in that barren defart, without a, 
feries of conjlant miracles ? Then, bring them 
to the borders of the land of Canaan ; and 
how, 1 befeech yow, could they poulbly ex- 
pel the, inhabitants of this land, and get 

pofleffion- 
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pofleflion of it themfelves, without the af- 
fiftance of his arm, " who ruleth over all 
the kingdoms of the earth," and difpofeth of 
them * according to the purpofe of his own 
will?" Here therefore He introduced them; 
and here He prote&ed them, whilft they 

• 

" kept his ftatutes, and obferved his laws." 

But the JewiJIj law was only an intro- 
du&ion to that nobler inftitution, which 
was eftabliftied by Chrift, as the other had 
been by Mofes, on the foundation of ap- 
propriate miracles. For what b.t the reality 
of the miracles, which our Saviour performed 
in proof of his do&rines, could prevail on 
fuch a number of people, naturally pre- 
judiced the contrary way, to become his dif- 
ciples; and, under the weight and preflure 
of fo many hardfhips, fteadily to embrace 
and profefs his religion ? And what but the 
reality of the miracles, which thefe difciples 
again were enabled to work, could fo effec- 
tually recommend it to the acceptance of 
others ? For many and many others did ac- 
cept and embrace it, on the evidence of the 
miracles, which they faw performed in aN 

Vol. I. F teftation 
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teftation of it : and thereby declared to the 
world, that they were fully convinced of the 
truth and certainty of thofe miracles. And 
this their declaration ought to be credited r 
not only as the teftimony of fo many wit- 
~nefles fhould in reafon be deemed valid ; but 
as it alfo fupplies us with a clear and fatis- 
faftory account of events, which otherwife 
are unaccountable For admit the miracles 
to be true ; and all the events, recorded both 
in the Old and iSfrze/Teftament, are juft what 
we fhoulcr have expected to follow : but 
rcje6l them as falfe ; and we are inftantly in- 
volved in difficulties and perplexities; and 
obliged at laft to believe things, in their own 
nature, much more incredible, or, as our 
author ipeaks, 44 much more miraculous, 
than even the miracles themfelves." 

But all this, it is faid, {lands upon tefti- 
mony : " and no teftimony for any kind of 
miracle can ever amount to a probability* 
much lels to a proof \ or even fuppoling it 
amounted to a proof, it would be oppofed 
by another proof, derived from the very na- 

*» Slc Bu tier's Analogy, part II. drip. vii. p. jp, &c. 
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ture of the fail which it would endeavour to 
tfftablifh. *Tis experience only which gives 
authority to hurrian teftimony ; and 'tis the 
fame experience, which aflures Us of the 
laws of nature. When, therefore, thefe two 
kinds of experience (obferve thef words) are 
Contrary, we have nothing to do but fub- 
traft the otte from the other,* and embrace 
an opinion, either on one fide or the other* 
with that affurance, which arifes frdfri the 
remainder. But, according to the principle 
here explained, this fubtra&ion, with regard 
to all popular religions, amounts to an intire 
annihilation : and therefore we may eftablifli 
it as a maxim, that no human teftimony 
can have fuch force as to prove a miracle ; 
and make it a juft foundation for any fuch 
fyftem of religion r /\- 

This is the mighty argument, by which 
Mr. Hume would overturn at once all the 
miracles recorded in Scripture. But this, in 
truth, is fo far from being an argument \ that 
it is nothing more than down-right fophif- 
' try ; the mod fallacious realbning that \va9 

' Hume's Eflky*, vol. II. § 10. p. 144. 

F 2 ever 
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ever ufed. And the fallacy lies in this : — ; 
that he takes tlie proofs from teftimony .in 
fupport of miracles f and the proofs from ex- 
perience in fupport of the eftabliftied courfe 
of nature, to be direft contrary proofs r 
whereas, in reality, they have no relation 
to each other; but refped quite different 
fa&s. The unformity of nature is in no- 
wife contradidled by the fuppofition of mi- 
racles. Nay, by fuppofing the fa&s in 
queftion to be miraculous, the uniformity 
of nature is preferved, and the fafts are ac- 
counted for upon another principle entirely 
confident with it \ All that common ex- 
perience proves, is, that there is a fettled 
f courfe of nature; and that, in common and 
ordinary cafes, things proceed according to* 
this fettled courfe. But with regard to ex- 
traordinary occafions, experience qan deter- 
mine nothing. For them y we muft have re- 
courfe to the hiftory of the times in which 
they happened ; and fee what the men of 
thofe times have related and vouched .con- 
cerning them ; and if we find that they una- 

* Div Adams's Eflay, p. 17. 

nimoufly 
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tiimoufly feftify, that on fuch txiraordinary 
occafions extraordinary or miraculous things 
were performed ; miracles truly worthy of 

i • 1 ■ 

Cod, and ftiitable to the necefiities that 
called for them; then are we bound in 
reafon to reteive this their tefttmony " with 
fuH afib ranee of faith." I lay, with full 
^aflurarcee ; becaufe there is nothing that can 
tend to diminifh it. For it is in the higheft 
-degree abfard, to talk of fubtraEting the evi- 
dence .of experience from the evidence of 
this teftiimony — -fince they are evidences of 
different fads, and therefore incapable of 
being compared together V 

1 1* If miracles, fays Bifhop Butler, mult be compared to any 
thing in nature, they fhould not be compared to common natu- 
ral events, or to events, Which, though uncommon, arc fimilar 
• to what vye flaily experience; but to the extraordinary pheno- 
mena of nature. And then the companion will be between the 
prefumption againtt miracles, and the prefumption againft fuch 

uncommon appearances Upon which he concludes, tfrat 

-there is certainly jjo fuch prefumption againft miracles, as to 
Tender them in any wife incredible : that, on the contrary, our 
being able to dilcem reafons tor them, gives a politive credibi- 
lity ta the hrftory of them, in cafes where thofe reafons hold." 
Analogy, part II. ch. ii. p. 245, &c. See alio Dr. Price's 
Difleru on Hiflorical Evidence and Miracles* 

F 3 But 
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But if oijr author (hould fail to make the 
fubtraftion in (this form; he is rpfolved, 
however, to make it in another. And there- 
fore tells us, «f that there is not to be found, 
in all hiftory, any miracle attested by a fuf- 
licient number of men, of fuch unqueftioned 
good fenfe, education, and learning, as to 
fecure us againft all delufion in themfelvc$ ; 
of fuch undoubted integrity, as to place 
them beyond all fufpicion of any defign to 
deceive others ; of fuch credit and reputation 
in the eyes of mankind, as to have a gre^t 
deal to lofe, in cafe qf being dete&ed in any 
falfhood ; and, at the fame time, attefting 
fa&s, performed in fuch a public manner, 
and in fo celebrated a part of the world, as 
to render the dete&ion unavoidable: all 
which circumftances, he fays, are requifite 
to give us a full aflurance in the teftimony 

* * * ■ • <* • # 

of men u /' 

Very well. And have not all thefe re- 

quifites been over and over fhewp to concur 

* » 

in fppport of the Scripture- miracles ? Thefe 

• • . * i 

» * : • •* . 3 » 1* m * * ♦ 

« Hume* E%s ubi fupra. ...... 

miracles 
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miracles " were not done in a corner 
they did not make their firft appearance in 
fuch a place as Paphlagonia, a land of bar- 
barity and dulnefs ; where our author's fa- 
vourite, Alexander, the impoftor, began his 
feats ; but they (hone forth in the moft 
celebrated parts of the world, and at the 
moll: celebrated periods. Egypt, Phoenicia, 
and Canaan faw them, believed and trembled: 
Babylon, Jerufalem, Athens, Rome and. Co- 
rinth w r ere all eye-witnefles of them ; and 
ftand upon record as vouchers for their truth 
and certainty. Nor were they only per- 
formed in fuch renowned places, but they 
were alfo performed in direft oppofition to 
the prejudices and intereft of the moft re- 
nowned and powerful in thofe places. They 
were performed before the moft vigilant, 
acute and malicious enemies ; who vigo- 
roufly exerted all their induftry, Ikill and 
fagacity in the examination of them ; and 
who, if they had been falfe, would certainly 
have deteSed the impofture. The teftimony 
given to thefe miracles, was given in the 

* 

* Afts xxvi. z6. 
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fame places, and in the fame public man* 
ner, by an infinite number of men : men of 
cool reafon and found judgement; neither 
heated byenthufiafm, nor fired by ambition; 
but fedate in their conduft, and humble in 
their purfuits ; men, who were uniform in 
their account of things ; and who, not only 
" took joyfuljy the fpoiling of their goods y ," 
but patiently endured all the hardfhips of 
perfecution and death* for the fake of what . 
they attefted : and confequently men, who 
thereby gave to the world the higheft proof, 
that could poffibly be given by men y of the 
truth and fidelity of their teftimony \ 

Nor is it any diminution of the force of 
this argument, or any prejudice to the caufe 
it maintains, that miracles have been forged, 
and ftrenuoufly lupported by perfons of other 
religions. " The forgeries of this fort, which 
have been impofed upon mankind in all ages, 
are fo far from weakening the credibility of 
the Jewifh and Chriftian miracles, that they 
firengthen it. For how could we account 
for a pra&ice fo univerfal, of forging mi- 

y Heb. x. 34. 

f * racles 
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racles for the fupport of falfc religions ; if, 
on fome occafions, they had not actually 
been wrought for the confirmation of a true 
one ? or, how is it poflible, that lo many 
fpurious copies fhould pafs upon the world, 
without fome genuine original from which 
they were drawn, whofe known exiftence 
and tried fuccefs might give an appearance 
of probability to the counterfeit? Now, of 
all the miracles of antiquity, there are none 
that can pretend to the charafler of originals, 
but thofe of the Old and New Teftament ; 
which, though the oldeft by far of all 
others now recorded in the world, have yet 
maintained their credit to this day, through 
the perpetual oppofition and fcrutiny of 
ages ; whilft all the rival produ&ions of 
fraud and craft have long ago been fuccef- 
fively exploded, and funk into utter con- 
tempt. — An event that cannot reafonably be 
afcribed to any other caufe, but to the na- 
tural force and effeft of truth; which, though 
defaced for a time by the wit, or depreffed 
by the power, of man, is lure flill to 

triumph 
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triumph in the end over all the falfe mi- 
mickry of art, and the vain efforts of hu- 
man policy z . 

Now to God the Father, &c. 

Vj i cm ox 5;.:w.: t oI(;iUo^ '» 

» Dr. Middle ton's Letter from Rome, Pref. Difcourfe, p. 81. 

» 
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Gen. in. 14, ic. 

/forf Lord God /aid unto the ferpent, 
Becaufe thou haft done this, thou art curfed 
above all cattle, and above every beafi of the 
field; upon thy belly Jhalt thou go, and duji 
Jhalt thou eat all the days of thy life. 

And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy feed and her feed: it 
ffjall bruife thy head, and thou Jhalt bruife 

, his heel. 

A J . ft m* 



— t 



AVING already proved in a former 
JL X Difcourfe, that the great Ruler of the 
world might, if he faw fit, counteract or 

# r the courfe of nature 5 and > that * was 

1 probable 
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probable he would accordingly do it, if the 
happincis of his creatures fhould ever call for 
fuch alterations; it becomes our bufinefs 
How to inquire, 

Wrhether the circum{kince«6 of mankind 
weVe'ever fuch, as to ftalid in need of miracu- 
lous interpofitions ? 

And if they were, 

Whether the miracles, recorded to have 
been done, were properly adapted in their 
nature and kind, to the neceffities and pc- 
f cafionfc df ifuc^ clrcumftances? ' * %x : * 
" If thefe t\Vo point's can be rationally 
>ft&llfteti; the ufefulnefs and propriety of 
wife Scripture-miradles will appear in a con- 
fpicuoUs li£ht. And, If the internal cha- 
Wafers- of tfferulnefs and propriety 'may with 
; juftice be attributed to them ; weate then 
^Srriifted, hot only with an additional |>re- 
fumption in favour of their credibility, but 
with a fufficient anfwer to the principal ob- 
je&ions urged againft it. For moft of the 
obj^ion^, A^hich infidels have raifed againft 
. ¥hefe miracle^, are ultimately founded on 
' their : fuppofed inutility, impropriety, or On- 
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reafonablenefs. And all this unbelievers arc 
pleafed to fuppofe of them, becaufe they 
view them in a detached light ; in an uncon~ 
nested ftate ; and independent o£ the occa-* 
fions that gave rife to them. Whereas, if 
thefe fceptics were ferioufly to examine thp 
moral circumftances of mankind, through 
the feveral periods of the world ; they would 
find great and frequent neceffities for fome 
fignal interpofitions to be made on their be- 
half, for the recovery, or the improvement, 
of their happinefs. And if they were duly 
to confidfcr the nature and tendency of thofe 
interpofitions, which are faid to have been 
made, they would fee reafon, and good 
reafon, to admire the wifdom with which 
th6y are adapted to the ends proposed: and 
hence might haply be induced to acknow* 
ledge the hand of the Almighty in them ; 
and from this acknowledgement might be 
farther kd to praife and adore him with 
humble gratitude, as well for. his extraordi- 
nary, as for his ordinary works. 

iLet us therefore conduft them through 
thefe fcenes; and try. if we can £aa tribute 

n t * Vr 
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any thing to their conviction, by pointing 
out the intent and propriety of the feveral 
miracles, in the order they arife, and prefent 
themfelves to us. 

In the beginning of the world, there feems 
to have been no occafion for any miracles ; 
and therefore we read of none. For, as man 
was created in a flare of uprightnels, purity 
and innocence; he had nothing elle to do 
to fecure his happinefs and the divine favour, 
but to perferve himfelf in that ftate, by 
« walking uprightly with his God." The 
circumftances of^his condition, at this time, 
required only a proper rule of life, to direct 
him to fuch things as were perfe&ly agree- 
able to the divine will, and confequently be- < 
neficial to himfelf ; and to guard him from 
the contrary, or things that were hurtful. 
And fuch a rule, we find, he had. For, as 
he held frequent and familiar communication 
with the Deity ; had probably the Shechinah, 
the fymbol of the divine prefence, continu- 
ally before his eyes, to which he might re- 
fort on every occafion 8 ; fo he received from 

• Winder's Hift. of Knowl. vol. I. ch, iii, § 2. Taylor's 
Sch. of Script, Divinity, ch. xiv. 

thence, 
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thence, as from a " lively oracle,*' a juft and 
fofficient information of things ; and was ac- 
cordingly dire&ed either to the ufe or for- 
bearance of them b . As long as he con- 
tinued to follow this dire&ion, fo long he 
continued in a happy ftate. Upon this plan, 
he could know no evil ; for God would di- 
rect him to that which was good — and to 
that only : and he was always at hand, ready 
to give him the needful direftions. 

During this period then, whilft man 
obeyed the commands of God, and a&ed 
fuitably to the end of his creation; nothing 
more feems to have been neceffary to main- 
tain the welfare and happinefs of the world, 
(nor does any thing more feem indeed to have 
been done for that purpofe) than to preferve 
the whole in its original ftate ; and to con- 
du& it onwards according to its natural, 
eftablifhed courfe. 

How long this happy period lafted, we 
know not: nor is it indeed material we 
(hould. But this we are fure of, that a vaft 

b Gen. i. 28 — 30. Ibid. ii. 16, 17. Ibid. 1$, 24, comp. with 
Mat. xix. 5. Mar. x. 7. 1 Cor. vi. 16. 

aad 
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and momentous change was, in procefs of 
time, fuperinduced on the world by the 
tranfgreflion of our firft parents : and this 
change, in the nature and conftitution of 
things, occafioned as great and ftupendous a 
change in the mode of divine government. 
It was introduced thus — Satan, moved per* 
haps with envy at the happinefs of our pro- 
genitors in paradife, " took occafion from 
the commandment — —Yea, hath God 
said, &c. c to " deceive them; and thereby 
flew them <* that is, robbed them of their 
innocence ; and brought them to a ftate of 
mifery and death. 

Such was the tranfa&ion in general : but 
it makes too confiderable a part of our fub- 
je& to be difmifled in fuch general terms ; 
and therefore we fliall defcend to particulars. 
To efFedt his defign then, the feducer af- 
fumed the body of a ferpent c — a creature of 

great 

c Gen. iii. I. 
4 Rom. vii. 1 1. 

e That the ferpent was the vifible inftrument of fedu&ion is 
evident j and yet, that the tempter was more than a ferpent, 

even 
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great fubtilty.; and-*atthat time "of a* fK>bl* 
form; far fuperior to that^which hs beftrs at, 
preicnt. This* how little foever we .n^ay 
have attended to it* the Scripture has been 
careful t-o apprize us »pf:* for in tj*e account 
before us, he is twice reckoned,- apd ex-> 
prefly reckoned atr>bi>g the beafl's^ lw plain, 
contradiftineHori to reptiles. And his fagacity* 
recorded as u*ell known to man, feems alfo 
« • - - • 

even a rcafonnblc, but wicked Being, is no lefs evident. Herein 
a J .l<antiquity ieems' to have been agreed : ami feveral traces of 
this account arc lull to be feen in profane authors* To the in- 
ftances which Bilhop St i J.li ng fleet has produced in his Orig. 
&icr. b. iii. ch. iii. § if, 18. 'many others might eafily be ad- 
ded-»-What is AhaHman, the name of the evil ihtmm among the 
PerfianSy but d"}>?n Hal>arum 9 the J'ubtik enc, mentioned in 
this hitiory ? or, to exprefs it more fully, What is '.A^ay*^, or 
'A^m^ of the Greeks, but the t£>rU 'Harum Nd- 

c6q/b,'the fnhfi'fc Jet-pent ok Moses ? And whence came the ac- 
count, fo, frequent in heathen authors, ot their berets, the friends 
and projc&ors of mankind, being bit by jltpgats, and generally 
in the heel, but from the clofe of this hiilory, as applied to the 
M'JRah? — Philo JueUcus leems- to me to havq be^n the tiril au- 
thor that ever thought of reducing this hiftory to an allegory or 
parable. The various- opinions of Jews and Chrillians on rhia 
fubjecr. may be feen together in Ri vini Ditfert. de Serpente Se* 
duclore. Lipfa, 1686. 
s Gen. iii. 1 and 14. 

Vol. I. G t» 
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ft> imply, Ifo** fee was ftmiliar with mair ; 
and therefore a fitter ihftrument of tfecep* 

The fcene lies near the forfciddett tree ; of 
#hofe fruit, it is evident, from the tenour of 
the narration, the woman few the ferpent 
eat : and to his eating of it (affured as flie 
wis of >t3 befog the tree of knowtedge) Ifcer 
attributed thofe perfections of fpeech and 
*eafon, with which the perceived him to be 
bow endowed : and therefore, was not for- 
prifed. Under the advantage of this notion* 
N he aflaults the woman, and invites her to 
eat likewife : bwft ihe refufed, it feems, ever* 
to touch it. Upon this refiifal the ferpewt 
infults her with the following queftion ; 
What, you refufe then to eat of this tree, 
becaufe God hath faid, ye ftall not eat of 
every tree of the garden h ?" obliquely InfU 
nuating, that God was not fo gracious and 
beneficent as t^ey might think him \ fince 
he had with-heitt fu*h excellent and fuper- 

i Mide's Worics, % u dif. XL, p. al^ 
h Gen. Hi. w 

-7 % fative 
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htive fruit From them To this the wo- 
ihan, vindicating the benevolence and good* 
nefs of God, anfwers— •« We may eat of the 
fruit of the tree* of the garden ; but of the 
ffait of the tree which is in the raidft of the 
garden, God hath faid, Ye (hall not eat of 
it, neither ihal! ye touch it, left ye die V 
This apprehenfion of death the ferpent, or 
rather the tempter through the ferpent, treats 
zi ah idle and weak notion ; and accordingly 
fitd unto the woman, " ye fliall not fureljr 
die V* * You may be certain from what yoa 
fee in me, who have eaten of it, not to taf 
ftart, but much to my advantage, that death 
is not the confluence ; and therefore catindt 
bfe the ttue f eafiflt, why you are forbidden it 
If yop are at a toft to nnderftand, why God, 
wfctenthetree is notdeftru'dive, IhouMyct for- 
bid you to eatof it ; I will be fo fkt your friemfc 
& to acquaint you with the real fecret-^-And 
it is this: God would keep you in fobjefticm 
to himfelf 5 and therefore with-holds k fern 

> Via. Tar* in Gfibiit. 4, 
k Gen. iii, 2, J, 
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you,* u bccaufe he knows, that in the da/ 
ye eat thereof, you will become your own 
^afters : then your eyes will be opened, 
and ye flialLbe as gods, knowing good and 
evil Here indeed the woman ought it} 
duty to have consulted God ; but the argu- 
ment, you may obferve, was fo artfully 
framed* as effectually to prevent her apply*- 
iug to him: for fhe could never, think of 
confulting a Being, whom (he fufpe&ed of 
impoling upon her". . She was confequently 
left, to the, workings of, her own mind; and 
tip determine the point by her own judgment. 
£nd the refult was, as we might naturally 
expeft, that, " when the woman faw," 
from the ferpent's experiment;, 44 that the tree 
was good for food j" and from her own pb- % 
feiyation, 44 that it was pleafant to the^eyes;- 
and," from the fame ferpent's account, 44 that 
it was a tree to be defired to majce one wife ; — 
fhe look of the fruit thereof-^nd did eat.°" 



- • • • » . 



■ Sec Abp. King's Sermon on the Fall of man, at the end of 
" Origin of Evil." Law's Jgditioa. -V . * > - . " 7 
• Gen. iii. 6. 

? . Thus 
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' Thus fell Eve, beguiled by the ferpent. 
Adam, it fliould feem, fell in another man-* 
ner. For in the apology, which he after- 
wards makes to God, he ufes thefe words — 
u the woman whom thou gaveft to be with 
me, (he gave me of the tree, and I did eat p C 
plainly, 1 think, intimating, that the ftrong 
afFe&ion, which Qod had planted in his breaft 
towards her ; and ftrengthened by the com- 
mand, that " he fhould cleave unto her*;" 
had prompted and difpofed him " to obey 
her voice r , w and to ihare her fate. 

And what is there now in this account of 
the fa!/, that is either abfurd, irrational,, or 
incredible? Are noithe wifeft of the fons of 
Eve, and thofe rtiore efpecially who laugh 
the loudeft at this ftory, continually deceived 
by the like methods? And is not their difo- 
bedience an exaft copy of the firft fin ? But, 
we are not" fo niiich concerned to bring ex- 
amples to explain the manner, as we are to 

p Gen. iii. 12. - 
i Gen. 11. 24. 1 
1 Gen. iii. 17. 

r 

G 3 confider 

# 
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confide? the effe& and confequenee, of this 
firft tranfgreffion. 

And here we fee at one difmal view the, 
whole world defaced % and man, the lord of 
the world, entirely ruined, by it. His titlft 
to the favour of God became extin# with his 
innocence ; and the fame ad, that lo$ fan> 
his happinefs, expofed him {o the penalty of 
mifery. In this ftate of accumulated dif- 
txefs— -defpoiled pf his innocence, perfection 
and felicity ; and fubje&ed to all the mife- 
ries of mortality — where, or to whom, coul4 
be look for relief? He had w> help in him- 
felf : and the majefty of God was ijio longer 
an objed of comfort, but, on the contrary* 
of difmay and of terroux to him <w Having 
->no delight, no confidence in God, there 
could be no plarejor religion. And if re- 
ligion once failed^amidfl all the miferies that 
crowded upon hie?.; hi* ne*t; wifti muft 
certainly be, that life might feil hw aljfo. 

Hence then it appears, that our diftrefled 
progenitor muft inevitably fink, vniefs iup* 

* Gen. iif, 17, 1 3, 

* Ibid. io, • , 

ported 
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f orted by fome rational Jiope : by the hope 
of recovering, at lcaft in part, what he had 
loft by his tranfgreffioo* But this hope 
could be given him only by that Being 
againft whom he had trantfgrefled. And 
therefore if God had mercy in ftore ; if he 
ktended to preserve and relieve the offender-; 
«t was abWutely aeceffary* that be fequid 
reveal fo much .of his mtsptioa «q hiixi, as 
alight be &fficient to animate him with the 
hope <rf reconci^iop, and excite his endear 
vours to better obedience. For, other wife, 
he would have concluded, that God had re- 
jected him; a»d, in confe^n^e thereof 
would liave either iangui(he4 in a fraitfefc 
kaaivity, or elfe have proceeded (whicl* 
is the mofl: likely) with the krae defpeca- 
tipn as the fallen angels. 

Now* *he propaife then made, tfeat «< th# 
fe«d of the woman flwjuld J>n*ifc the ferpgnt> 
fce*d W was made dkedly with this intent; 
and xpanifeftly conveyed &ch hopes to hira. 
For, if we conftder the genius of the Hcbreut 
laagwge, the ckcumftances of nwf« fifi#<r 

G 4 xumr 
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tion at that time, and the inftrutnent by 
which the tempter worked his fedufticn, mi- 
fery and ruin ; we (hall foon be convinced, 
that his reftoration and recovery could hardly 
be expreiled (preferving the reference to the 
manner of his fall) in more lively and com^ 
prehenfive terms. • - • • 

• Nor could Adam fail of drawing this 
meaning from them. He knew full well, at 
this jun&ure, that his fall was the vtflo>y of 
the ferpent; whom he had now -difcovered, 
by his own experience, to be an ' enemy to 
God' and niah. From this difcovery he 
might be led to conclude, that the ferpent 
w&s not the real agent; but fome evil fpirir, 
*fhich had taken pofleffion of the ferpent's 
body. And in this conclufion he muft needs 
be confirmed by the fentence he heard de- 
nounced againft him. For it was dire&ed to 
an intelligent and free agent ; to one who 
had commuted a crime, which a brute crea- 
ture whs ; oot capable of committing; and 
had incurred a pumfhmcnt, which a mere 
paffive inftrument could not incur. Hence 
then he could not but infer, that the true 

objeft 
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objeft of the divine vengeance was the evil 
fpirit, which had committed the offence \ 
And as focrn as ever he comprehended this, 
it was an eafy matter to deduce the reft. The 
head was another word for power ; and fo 
ufed in his own language: and therefore he 
could not but underftand, that to " bruife 
the head of the ferpent," was to deftroy the 
power of that evil fpirit, which had actuated 
the organs of this creature, to his fedu&ion 
and mifery. Hereupon his hopes would na- 
turally revive. For the deftru£Hon of the 
power of his adverfary, evidently implied a 

deliverance from thofe evils, which that 

• 

power had brought him under: and by con- 
fequence, a recovery of thofe bleffings, which 
he had forfeited by the fall. And this was 
a fufficient foundation (which was all that 
the neceflity of his cafe required) for truft 
and confidence in God ; and a fufficient en- 
couragement to the exercife of religion, and 
to a fledfaft obedience for the time to come. 
I fay, " fledfaft obedience:" becaufe he muft 
be fenfible, that the happinefs loft by fin, 

* Revel, exam, with Candour, vol. I. DifT. v. p. 59, &c. 

could 
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could only be recovered by the return of 
righteoufnefs. 

But, nottvithfhnding this promife, or ra- 
ther prophecy, was fo full and exprefs; yet 
Our ailxious progenitor (efpecially when he 
found that it was to take place in one of his 
fqflerhy) might ftand in need, and in great 
need, of feme fign or miracle4o afliire him 
of its completion ; and to comfort him witft 
the thoughts, that it carried a reference alfo 
to himfelE We have in Scripture frequent 
inftances of faithful men requiring fome mi- 
raculous figns by way of fecurity for the ae- 
complifhment of divine promifes; and w* 
have as frequent inftances of God # s indul- 
gence to their weaknefs in granting them 
fuch figns y. And would not the fame foli- 
citude, the fame anxious infirmity, that 
prompted thefe men to make fuch requefta, 
in later and more experienced times, about 
things at no great diftance ; prompt our firft 
parent, with ftill greater force, to make the 
like requeft on this firjl promife? A promife, 

T See Geo. Vt* 8— xxiy. 14, Eat* iij, 11, i^Judg.vL 17. 
37, 2 Kings xx. 8— 11. 

/ which* 
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which, poffibly, he might never live to foe 
accomDlifhed. 

In all this there appears to be nothing, 
but whaj is extremely natural ; ^ualefs you 
would rather fuppofe, that God was fa 
gracious as to anticipate his wtfhes. But, 
whether requefted or ippntaneoufly offered* 
here is, as it ftonpis neceffary there Ihould 
be, a very fignal miracle performed; and 
moft admirably adjufted to the teoour of th* 
prophecy. God had laid, that * the feed of 
the woman (houhi bruifc the icrpent* s head.* 
In proof of what be had ftid, he i*W de- 
voted the ferpent tp definition; ftripped 
him of all his pride and pre-eminence of 
form ; a»4 d$gr*de4 him to the' abje& flaw 
of a reptile. This miracuAoup uxfiiftioa 
plainly pom^d ou* to what the promife 
teadpd ; and exhibited a fcbd of v&hXc fe<- 
curity for th$ accomplishment of the hope* 
k imparted. F?r whei»i Adana, on that pro- 
mifc $f victory ov*r the forpent> beheld him 
thus iuftantly humbled and debafed ; would 
h$ not madily admit thb psefent, initial de- 
gradation of his menjy, M * figuificant pre- 
lude 
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lude to— would he not naturally efteem it, 
as a comfortable pledge of, his future and 
final overthrow ? And muft he not joyfully 
conclude, that the' virtue of the prophecy 
was intended to reach and benefit himfelf, 
when he law it thus beginning to operate, 
as fbon as it was communicated to him? 
Truly, one would be apt to think, that he 
broke out into the like grateful acclamation 
at this fight, as Simeon uttered at the fight 
of Chrift: " Lord, now letteft thou thy 
fervant depart in peace — for mine eyes have 
feen thy falvation'." * ■ 

; This promife then, confirmed and illuf- 
trated by its attendant miracle, was excel- 
lently adapted to the wants and necefiities of 
fellen man ; and communicated to him fuclv 
hopes of falvation, a$ might encourage him 
to exercife a reafonable religion. But here 
it is to be obferved, that the religion .of a 
firmer muft be very different from that of an 
innocent man. And therefore we find> ; that 
there was now a change, and- a remarkable 
change, made in the form of Adam's devo- 

w . * * Luke. 14. *9, 30. 

tion 
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tion and worfhip, fuited to the change which 
had happened m his circumftances : or, in 
other wondsy that there was. a new inftitu- 
tion of religion eftabliflied. And this new 
inftitution it concerns us particularly Yo look 
into; becaufe itTlies^at the root, and; runs 
through all the branchds, i6f the divine ceco- 
nomy; through all the difpenfations'iof re- 
ligion frdfa thatrto the prefent time/ J 
r It is clear from the words of the prophecy, 
that firr was not to he freely forgiven ; but 
, required an atonemeht;to be made for it: 
that the ferpeut could not .be conquered, nor 
the mifchifefsu of the fall repaired, but by 
t 4 the fufft rings of thc woman's fee<f4- ,r by 
having «i;his ! heel ■! bruifed." What this 
phrafe ofjft'ibruifiag the heel" might pre* 
eifely main $rwer have not at prefent iufficient 
inftances ' in the HtBrew language toafcdr^ 
tain. In. a: kindred laiiguage however, that 
is, the Arabic ; the root, from whence the 
word , viz. heeh is derived, iiguifies 
among other things, to " fufFer for fin— 
and alio, to "die," or « fuffer death V' 

* Vide Castill. Lexic, Hepr, in radicc 2\>V* 

V \ ' And 
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And if Adam underftood it m this feinfe ; or 
if God now declared to hicn (what was after- 



wards well known to his pofterity) that * c with* 



out fhedding of blood there was no rem if- 
fion V* then we fee plainly the ufe and pro- 
priety of that inftitution, I mtan animal fa- 
crifietj which we find eftabl ifhed at this time. 
For if « Jefus Chrift~" moft emphati- 
cally " the feed of the woman~" was, in 
the divine determination, " the lamb (Iain 
from the Foundation of the world*;" what 



could 



ith, 



the 



1 i 



nore aptly typify his d 
ition of an innocent animal ? And when 
we redd, that God cloathed our firft parents 
with the ikins of thefe facrrficed animals, 
what are we to infer ? that be meant only to 
prated* their bodies from the ibclcmency of 
the weather? It feems far from being the 
whole of the cafe. The aft is capable of a 
higher meaning ; and may alio refer to the 
fecurity of their fouls. For in how figtafi- 
cant, though emblematical, a manner, was 
it adapted to reprcfent to them-^that this of 

* Hcv. tn'u 8. . . 

* ' Jatrifce 
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fiktifkt was the oftly method, by which 
theit * mtt%reffion would be forgiveliy ami 
fheitfitt be covered A ?" 

K yofc admit this interpretation, It plainly 
fhews, that facrifi<3e, animal fatri&ce* was a 
kind of facrament ; which, at the fame time 
that it fet forth the demerit of fib, carried m 
it a pledge of pardon and fdrgiveftefs, through 
faith in the promifed Redeemer : and with- 
out whkh ftirh it was of no avail ; as may 
eafily be deduced from the aedouttt we have 
of the facrifices of Cain and Abel. 

But Faith km not the only condition <of 

acceptance : tifcdiem was alfo reamed as 
theit hands. For here it is evident, that as 
our firll parents were received into ft new co* 
tenant, fo were they placed agakt i% a nw* 
ftatc of trial ; and endowed with ftrengtk 
for fifrthttr fetvkes. What thefe ferriq* 
tvere to be, we may readfty infer from tip* 
declaration of God iti the tea* : « I will pi* 
enmity Between tnee and cne woman ; ana 
between thy feed and her feed «/' NoW ttt*. 

f Pfal. xxxii. i » See Hammoadiabc. * 
• Gen, iiu if. 

rife? 
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mityimplies an oppofition of will, inclination 4 
and intereft. And therefore, enmity, to the 
^evil being muft uifer a love and fidelity to th& 
good one f . The wojds then are fairly ca- 
pable of this meaning— that* as the .grand 
apoftate would continually endeavour to fe-» 
duce them and their pofterity to fin; fo it 
was their duty continually to endeavour, oil 
the other hand, to repel his temptations, 
aad keep thenafelves ftedfaft in virtue; -as 
the. only way of becoming at laft fit objects 
of farther mercy* An enmity and yiftory 
toere both predi&ed : : and, as they knew* to 
their WQCv tji at the tempter** firft conqueft 
over them% jQonfifted in his ; making them 
fmful, and expofiflg them to God's difplea* 
fure; - it rpuft needs Appear, t^iat their 
rcciproQaVicoaqUeft oyer bim 9 muft be again 
of a fimijaj: nature*: that it muft confift 
•n becoming, righteous and ; good : in. main- 
taining fach : fm uniform! ^pradice of relt- 
gion and , vir|ue, as might finally n$pre 
4hem to ri\e ^divine favpur, and their ori- 

* 

' Rev..exara..Jbid..'p. 62. >\. ■> . ~ , ► 

• fcinai 
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gmal tranquillity of mind. And what elfc 
could they conclude from jheir reprieve? 
from the time that was allowed them after 
their fentence ? but only, that it was to 
be a time of probation and difcipline ; in 
whicht though they might fufFer many 
things for a punifhment of their fin ; 
they, might yet exhibit daily proofs of 
their fidelity in the war againft " the feed 
of the ferpent and of their earned 
concern to be reconciled to God by a 
fteady obfervance of his will and com- 
mands. 

But to fupport them under the difficul- 
ties of this warfare, and to keep them fteady 
in this virtuous fervice, they had great 
need of fome Encouragements. This life af- 
forded them but a melancholy profpect : 
For here they were irrecoverably doomed 
to labour, forrow, pain, and death. They 
muft therefore look to another ftate; of 
which the very delay of their fentence 
gave them no mean, no flight intimation. 
For furely they could never imagine, that 

Vol. I. H they 
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tfiey were fpared merely to undergo tfieffcr 
troubles ; to contend with difeafes ; to fight 
a tedious war with- their enemy £ to raife 
up children to fucceed' them in the -fame 
train of forrows f and then fink intb duft 
and oblivion. No. Their fairer hopes, me- 
ihinks, might be, efpecially when they knew, 
jthat the war was at laft to terminate in a 
vi&ory ; that they (hould reap fome fruits r 
Ibrne advantages from it : And fince thefe 
fruits and advantages were not ttr be ob- 
tained here, that they were referved in* 
ftore to reward their patience and' fidelity 
Hereafter *. 

And in thefe hopes they might Be farther 
confirmed by the words of the fentence 
pronounced upon them. For the fentence 
adjudged that part of them only to death? 
• k e. to dufi or diffolution, which had been 
formed out of the duft. But that parr 
Was the bbdy : and therefore the foui, as an 
immaterial, living principle, was not af- 
fe&ed by it; but might ftili remain, and 

• Winer's H. ofc Kn. rol 1. ch. ii. § 2. 

conl'muer 
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continue to exift in a feparate ffate, after 
the fentence had taken place h . In this fe* 
parate ftate then, our firft parents might ra- 
tionally expeft, if they perfevered irt the 
ways of righteoufnefs, to enjoy at length 
forae comfortable bleflings; fome of thofe 
valuable bleflings they had loft: to enjoy 
fome part of their paradifaical happinefs } 
of that calm, ferene, and fpiritual happi- 
nefs, which they had formerly experienced, 
when they flood partakers of the divine 
favour, and were approved by their own 
confciences. 

This expectation, then, of fuch great re- 
ward in a future ftate, wa9 encouragement 
fufficient to keep them fteady in the uni- 
form practice of virtue and religion. And 
upon the ftrength of this encouragement, 

h What Adam's notion of a future (late might really be, 
we know not : but to that part of the fentence paflei upon 
hinv— " Duft thou art, and unto duft (halt thou return— -* 
the Targums fubjoin thefe remarkable words : Attamen ex 
pulvere fufcitandus es, ut reddas judicium et rationem omniam 
qu* feceris, in die judicii magni. Vide in Gen. \\u 49. 

H 2 fome 
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fomc of their pofterity afterwards advanced 5 
to an eminent degree of piety and holincfs. 
They oppofed the immoralities of the an- 
tediluvian times ; bore the feoffs and con- 
tradidtion of finners; withftood the temp- 
tations and allurements of the world; and 
finiftied a painful, exemplary courfe, in hopes 
of a blefled immortality. For they that 
could aft in fuch manner, and give up the 
comforts of the prefent life, plainly declare, 
that they fought a better and nobler inheri- 
tanee — " even an inheritance eternal in the 
heavens. ' y 

Allow this reafoning to be juft ; and it 
evidently appears, that the true religion — 
which is the point I would inculcate — has 
been always the fame from the fall of 
Adam; fubfifting ever on the fame princi- 
ples of faiths and leading men on to a vir- 
tuous obedience, in hopes of attaining eternal 
happinefs. 

And hence again we may, finally, per- 
ceive, how nearly an infidel came once to 
the truth % in the title of a book, which he 

- • profef- 
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profefledly wrote againft it. For it is ob- 
vious, I prefume, from what has been faid, 
that " Chriftianity is" almoft M as old as 
the creation." 

• Now to God, &c. AmetL 

i 
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Jvvz, wer. 14, 15. 

Jind Enoch alfo, the feventh from Adam, pro- 
phejied <f thefe, faying:; " Behold the Lord 
cometb with ten ihoufands if his faints, to 
execute judgement upon all, and to convince ' 
Ml that are ungodly among them, of all their 
ungodly deeds, which they have ungodly 
^committed, and cf all their hard fpeeches 
which ungodly finners have fpoken againfl 
him* 

WE have feen our firft parents, after 
their foil, admitted into a new. co- 
venant; eftabliflied on afpecial promife, and 
confirmed by fignificant rites. Thefe rites* 
performed at ftated times in the place ap- 
propriated to the purpofe,; that is, on every 

Hj. labbath 
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fabbath before the Jhecibinab ' 1 ; were excel* 
lently adapted to preferve in their minds a 
due fenfe of the mercies of that covenant ; 

< 

and to render them attentive to the terms 
and. conditions, on which they were to en- 
joy the benefits of it. Nor is there any room 
to doubt, but that our firft parents were care- 
ful to comply with thefe terms ; and to tef? 
tify their gratitude for what God had done, 
by their fteady performance of what he. re- 
quired k . 

: It was not long, however, before they ob- 
ferved the 'pernicious effe&s of their great ' 
offence, in the contrary behaviour of fome 
of their children. " Sin now began to 
reign in their mc>rtal bodies ; 'and they obeyed 
it in the lufts thereof 1 ." For Cain and his 
defendants, following the propenfities of 
their corrupt inclinations, fell away, regard- 
lefs of their duty, into all the abominations- 
of vice and immorality: " every generation, 

1 Winder's H. of Knowledge, vpl. I. ch. ii. § i. Taylor'* 
Sch. otScr. Div. ch. xiv, &c. , , , j 

k Vide R. Eliezer Pirte, c. xx\ 
1 Rom. vi. ii. 

s ' - • • * ' ■ pne 
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one rfter another, not only imitating, but 
even furpafling, the wickednefs of the 
former m ." 

In procefs of time, the pofterity of Seth, 
making alliances with the defendants of 
Cain, became infe&ed with the fame con- 
tagion ; and at length degenerated fo far, that 
all fenfe of the true religion was entirely loft 
and extinguiflied among them. 

Thus both the branches of Adam's 
family, the whole antediluvian race (a few 
only excepted) fell away from their alle*. 
giance to God ; from the worfhip and lervice 
they were bound to pay him ; and funk, as 
will hereafter appear, into grofs idolatry, 
fuperftition, and magic; and iilto a general 
licentioufiiels, aud depravation of manners. 
For at this period, we are told, that m the. 
wickednefs of man was great in the earth ; 
and that every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually n ." 

\™ Joseph. Antiq. Jud. lib. I. c. ii. § a. Eutych. Annal. 
p. 25. ^ • 
n Gen. vi. 25", 

Having 
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Having taken this general view of tide 
flratige corruption of the antediluvian races 
let us now look back, furvey in a more par- 
ticular manner the foul four.ce from whence 
it fprung, and then trace it through the fe- 
veral gradations by which it rofe and in- 
creafed in the world- For, thefe things 
being known, we fhall be better able to dis- 
cover the propriety, reafonablenefs, and ex- 
pediency of thole extraordinary methods* 
which Providence made ufe ©f, time after 

« 

time, to check its growth and retard its 
yrogrefs. 

It is abundantly evident from the Scripture- 
account, that Cain was early infe&ed with " an 
ievii Heart of unbelief 0 J* .and therefore it is no 
wonder, that he (hould foon " depart from 
the living God."' The firft a& of worfhip 
he performed, was performed in hypocrify^ 
which muft render it of courfe deteftable to 
Jiim, " who pondereth the heart, and re- 
*juireth truth in the inward parts \ M And ac- 
cordingly we read, that " the Loql had 

• Heb. Hi. i~u 
f H xli. 6. 

7 . ^fpe& 
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• ■ 

lefpeft unto Abel, and to his offering 
becaufe it was brought in faith and fincerity: 
** but unto Cain, and to his offering, he 
had not refpeft i. n f 

This preference, which fhould have taught 
him the indifpenfable neceflity of inward ho- 
linefs ; and fhould have put him upon cor- 
reding and reforming his heart: this pre- 
ference, I fay, inftead of producing thefe fa- 
lutary effefts, incited in his breaft ftill viler 
paffions, which urged him on to the blacked 
deed. " He was thereupon, fays the text, 
very wroth ; and his countenance fell r that 
is, he was ftrongly agitated with grief and 
anger ; vehemently tranfported with indigna* 
tion and revenge. v . 5 % • 

In this ftate of mind God kindly accofts 
him ; exhorts him to calm and moderate his 
refentment, and to refrain from the indul- 
gence of fueh criminal- paffions. " Why is 
thy countenance fallen 1 ? And why art thou 
fo wroth" with thy brother, when the fault 

J Gen. iv. 4, 
■ Ibid. vcr. 5. 
• Ibid, vef. 6. 

is 
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is entirely thine own ? " If thou doeft well, 
{halt thou not be accepted? and if thou doeft 
not well, fin,'* that is, the punilhment of 
thy fin, " lieth at the door V follows the 
aft,, and will inftantly overtake thee. And 
here beware : for the appetite or defire of a 
certain flu now ragjeth in thy breaft : <f but"* 
(as it is excellently exprefle4 iiv au ;old 
Englifli verfion) f c -l^t it be /ubdued unto> 
thee; and fee thou rule it u ." This is the 
reading of Matthews's Bible * ; pi)d Cr^n-t 
Me&'s i$,to the £ime fenfe, though not quite 
fo clear* . But that defeat is amply fupplied, iu 
$e e^it^ivof ,158,5, -by the fpHowing mar- 
ginal; note^—" Sin doth provoke, and ftir thee 
to kill thy brother; take heed, and give 
oe place : to *t ; but : refift it, $nd be ^rd 

9^ T it." . , ..-;,v v ;j M 

\ { Adopt this tranflatipn, vyhiph is fufficir 
ently (^a#, and fupporjted by the Targums and : 

r». \'t' % V 17' ' I » i * . * '» L\. J 

x Gen. lv. ver. 7. 

* 

■ Printed in the year 1 {37* 

? ancient 
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ancient Verfions 1 ; and it manifeftly appears, 
how extremely folicitous the Lord was, that 
Cain Ihould iupprefs the luff of revenge, and 
keep it from breaking out into' fin. Nor is 
it lefs apparent how corrupt and depraved his 
heart mufl be, who, notwithftanding this 
kind admonition and remonftrance, could 
yet perfift in his wicked defign, and imbrue 
his hands in his brother's blood. Thisin- 
nocent blood called for vengeance ; and it 
fpeedily overtook the murderer. For God 
pronounced him accurfed; baniflied him from 
the place where he then rellded; and expel- 
led him from his own prefencey; that is, in 
modern language, excommunicated, or, cut 

bim off from the privilege of public worfliip. 

j - « 

y The words which we now tranflate — " Unto thee flialls be his 
defire, and thou (halt rule over him — " are thus paraphrafed in 
the Jerujalem Targum. Verum in manum tiiam tradidi potef- 
tatem concupifcentiic mala?, tu autern dominabcre ei. That of 
Onketos, and of B. Uziel is to the lame purpofe. Arabic verfions 
Ad te fpectat raoderatio ejus, &cc. The propriety of this inter- 
pretation, relpecYing the circumftances of the cafe, is well fup- 
ported by Dr. JefFery in his Select Difcourfes, H- P« 53» And 
the objections made to it from the anomaly of the language, 
taken in this fenfe, are Anfwered by Ainfworth, &c. on the pbie*. 

* Gen. iv. n — 14. 

' . A i-v.- 
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» 

A puniftment fufficiently fore; and,s as him- 
felf complains, hard to be borne. For it 
was, in fhort, to caft him off as a reprobate; 
to leave him, deftitute of grace, to the per- 
verfe counfels of his own heart, to fill up 
the meafure of his iniquities ; and, in the 
event, to confign him over to utter deftruc- 
tion \ 

This Cain plainly underftood ; and there- 
fore was afraid, that u every one that fhould 
find him, would immediately kill him b ." 
But God preferved him, as a monument of 
the vengeance that awaits fin ; and kept hint 
in life, as a ftanding monition to the reft of 
the fons of Adam ; who might read in his 
fate a very ufeful leflbn to themfehes. For 
hereby they muft needs be convinced, that 
God took cognizance of human a&ions : that 
no fin, however fecret, could efcape his no- 
tice : that every offence would be brought to 
account, and meet with its condign punifli- 
ment ; and confequently, that there was no 
other way of avoiding mifery, and fecuring 

• See Grotius, Lb Clerc, and Patrick in loc. 
b Gen. iv» 14. 

happi- 
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happinefs, than by a fincere attachment to 
piety and goodnefs. — But we muft quit thefc 
refle&ions, and follow Cain into the land of 
baniftiment. \ 

Now, tin&ured, as he was, with bad prin* 
eiples ; and excluded from the eftabliftied 
means of improvement; it is natural to in- 
Jer, that, in this land, he became ftill more 
depraved in his morals, and funk deeper into 
vice and fenfuality*. And if we confider 
likewife the effefts of fenfualky, how apt it 
is to debafe the mind, and to extinguifh the 
evidence of things not feen ; it is but too 
probable, that his religious fentiments, if he 
had any left, foon languifhed and fell into 
decay ; or at leaft degenerated into idle fu- 
perflitions. 

If you fuppofc this to be the cafe ; and it 
is by no means an unreafonable fuppofition; 
ttien it clearly follows, that his feverai de- 
fcendants, committed to the guidance of 
corrupt nature, without inftru&ion, and: 
without reftraint, muft needs deviate more 

c See Jude, ver. x t. and the Com. thereon. Josefh, Ant. Juo% 
libr I. c. ii. §. j. Hei degger. Hirt. Patriar. Exerc. V. § 4$. 

and 
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and more from the paths of truth and vir- 
tue ; and, being at length enflaved to their 
unruly paflions, muft be carried on, asthofe 
paflions moved them, into every kind and 
degree of iniquity. 

And now, as a proof of this charge, let it 
here be remarked, that, in the whole hiftory 
of the line of Cain, we meet with no in- 
ftance, no trace, no intimation, of any one 
virtuous, or truly religious a&ion ; but a 
great deal of the contrary. Inftruments of 
violence are found in their hands ; and the 
harp and the pipe are heard in their feafts d : 
which plainly imply, that they gave them- 
felves up to fenfual enjoyments — which 
plainly imply, that they were luxurious, 
luftful, and debauched at home ; and abroad, 
unjuft, rapacious and cruel. 

In the midft of this corruption, however, 
they ftill entertained, we may well prefume, 
fome faint notion of a Deity. For this no- 
tion is fo connatural to the mind of man, 
that no people upon earth were fo far loft 
to the fenfe of things, as to be utterly devoid 

4 Gen. iv. 21, 22. Joseph. Ant. Jud. Lib. I. c. li. § 2. 

of 
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of it. But thtfn, as the Cdinites could hivt 
litfhi of no knbwled^e of the fiiprercie, in- 4 
vifibfe Being, with whom they nevet Had^ 
any intercourfe ; fo it is extremely probable, 
that they addrefletl their devotions, fuch as 1 
they Wdre, to thofe vifible objefts, with 
wfrtffe' appearahcb they were mod affefted, 
and by whofe influence they were moft be- 
iTdfitdd.- This, we are fure, Was the cafe of 
the world in aft^r-timcs ; which is no fmall 
prefumption, thdt it was the cafe in the 
prefent. Some indeed have? endeavoured to 
cifablifh this* opinion on thfc authority of 
Scriptilrd c : but, whether *th6 Sctipttire 
countenance it or not, certain it is, the ear- 
Heft records of heathen antiquity fpeak fully- 
to the point. For S^nchoniatho expreffy 
affirms, that " in a time of great drought 
Gaifir aiid his wife lifted up their hands, and 
prayed to the Sun ; whom they looked updii 

« Vide Targum Onkelos et Jonath. Ben Uzikl, in 
Gen. iv. 26. Maimon. de Idol, in Cap. i. et Notis. Selden de 
Diis Syr. Piolegom. Cap. iii. Marsham. Can. Chron. Sec. t iv. 

^ y • 

. Voiv k> - • . I ^ - c 1 r- •> as 
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as the fole god and fovereign of heaven f : ff 
and they might be alfo particularly induced 
to deify and adore this fplendid luminary 
. from another motive ; namely, as it carried 
the neareft refemblance to that glorious 
Shechinah^ before which they had formerly 
been ufed to celebrate the rites of divine 
worfliip 8 . 

Soon after this, as the fame hiftory in- 
forms us, the like worfliip was extended by 
their pofterity to the feveral parts of nature: 
to the heavens, moon, and ftars ; to fire, air, 
and wind; to the earth, trees, and water; 
to beafts, birds, and reptiles h . All thefe in- 
deed 

1 '£* tutup T«* yivopii** k\Mw TENOX ^ TENEAN — avyQiui <S> 
yttopttur, rati x*'?** h'f*** liqvpuvt mfot ro> *HAION* t£pto» yog, 
<pr)crt, diof u>o/4»£c» popof t^citti nvfioty BEK Ai'AMHM xoAS/fcf. Apud 
Eufeb. Praep. Evangel, lib. I. cap. x. p. 34. That Tins and 
Tim* are Cain and his wife, Biihop Cumberland has proved at 
large, in his Remarks on Sanchoniatho, p. 219, &c. 
" * Patrick's Com. Gen. iv. 16. 

fto>o» lyUtxrHM, *. t. Jam in Phcenicum etiam Theologia 
reperias, qui principes apud illos naturalifrfefe philofophiae ftudio 
dediderunt, eos folem pariter atque lunam, c*terafque ftellas in- 
errantes, cieraenta prajterca, qu«que cum iis conjunffca funt, 

deorum 
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deed are bot.diftindly fpecified as fo many 
obje&s of their adoration : mo/i of them, how- 
ever, are ; and a!I, I think, implied. For, 
when we are aflured, that " they deified and 
adored the plants of the earth;" we can 
hardly dpubt of their advancing the other, 
and far ftobler, parts of the creation to the 
like honour 1 . 

In coniequence of this worfliip, the arts 
of magic, forcery, and divination, were ftu- 
died and pradtifed; and fuperftitious, obfcene 
rites were inftituted and folemni^ed among 
them K Thefe deteftable rites of their re- 
ligion naturally inflamed their paflions; and 
hurried them -ftill farther into all theexcefles 
of outrage and violence, of licentioufnefc. 
and debauchery ! , in civil life. 

dcorum in loco habuitfe. Iifdem porro mortales vetirftiflimoi 
terra; germina dedicafle, quibu3 divinitatem ipli quoque cum 

adoratfonis cultu tribuebant. Euseb. Prxp, Evang. lib I. 

cap. ix. p. 28. cap. x. p. 34. ' 

« 

» Vide Hbidio. Hift. PatT. Exercit. viti. De Thcolog. 
Cainitarum, et Idololarria Antediluviaria. 

k Phil. Bybl. apud Eusbb. Prajp. Ev. vol. L c. X. p. 35. 
Athanas. de Incar. Verbi Dei. torn. I. p. 64. 
" J Gen. vi. u— 13. 

* . , ..t 

I 2 Now, 

I 
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* Now, whilft the defendants of Cain lived 
in this impious and profligate manner; the 
line of Seth went regularly on, under the 
good conduft and tuition of Adam, in the 
due obfervance of the duties of religion, and 
the uniform pra&ice of a holy life. In the 
third generation, in the days of Ends, we 
meet with a fignal inftance of their zeal for 
the honour and glory of God, and for the 
prefervation and improvement of his worfhip 
and fervice. For " then they began to call 
themfelves by the name of the Lord * that 
is, the fervants and worfhipers of the true 
God; in contradiftin&ion to the Cainites, 
who had no regard or veneration for him* 
This name, which- they now aflumed, 
plainly intimates, that they devoted them- 
felves to a ftri&er life of holinefs and virtue, 
than they had led before ; and that, for fear 
of being " fediiced by the errour of the 
Wicked," they prudently kept themfelves, as 
God intended they (hould, from all commerce 
Or communication with the apoftate line. In 
this ftate of feparation, diligent and atten- 

ra Gten. iv. 26. 

' ' tive 
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tive to their vows and obligations, they 
made, it fhould feem, great advances in 
virtue and goodnefs ; and, for their extraor- 
dinary piety, were entitled the people or " fens 
of God V 

How long they continued to improve 
themfelves, or even to preferve the virtuous 
attainments they had already made, is a 
matter of fome uncertainty. SuVe, however, 
we are, that, in the fucceffion of few gene- 
% rations, they declined, and " fell from their 
own ftedfaftnefs yielded to the fuggeitions 
of their fenfual appetites; and became foou 
renowned for their enormous crimes °. 

* 

This defedion, great as it was, the Scrip- 
ture accounts for in a very natural and eafy 
manner. When both families " began to 
multiply," and to extend themfelves ; they 
approached, of courfe, nearer to each othec« 
Their vicinity foon drew them into mutual 
converfation ; and that converfatiou into 
clofer alliance. For when the *« fons of 
God," the poflerity of Seth, " faw the daugh- 

n Gen. vi.. 2. 

• Joseph, Antiq. Jud. lib. L c. in. § 1. 

I 3 ters 
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tcrs of the men" of the other line; they 
were fo fmitten with their beauty, that, 
contrary to the charge of their pious ances- 
tors, and probably to the command of God, 
M they took them wives of all which they 
chofe p ; M that is, fuch, and perhaps fo many, 
as they liked to poflefs. The confequence of 
this interdi&ed affinity was plainly then, as 
it has always proved in fimilar cafes iince, 
ruinous to all piety. The line of Seth was 
hereby corrupted. For u the daughters of 
men turned away thefe fons of God from 
following him led them to ferve other 
gods ; to aflbciate in all the abominations of 
idolatry, and all the impurities of a fenfual 
life. 

This opinion is not only founded on the 
natural and experienced courfe of things; 
but feems to be confirmed by the very words 
of Scripture. For thefe, if 1 am not mif- 
taken, were the Nephilim, the apqflates, men- 
tioned Gen. vi. 4. who kept not their firfl 
eftate," but fell off from the fervice of God, 
and becarne giants in wickednefs, and rebels 

' Gen. v'yz. 

againft 
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againft heaven q. Their children, of the 
next generation, endowed with their ftrength, 
and encouraged by their example, broke out 
into the fame enormities; and filled the 
world, with impiety, idolatry, rapine, and 
violence. " Thefe mighty men," fays the 
text, " were of old men of renown r ." A 
form of expreflion, which clearly intimates, 
that their exploits and characters were con- 
veyed down through ages by tradition ; and 
might, at length, be inferted in fome an- 
cient book, called « the book of Enoch," to 
which the Apoftle refers. 

In what period of the antediluvian age 
this apoftacy happened, the Scripture does 
not exprcfly determine. Data, however, it 
affords, by which we may fettle it with fome 
precifion. At the twenty-fecond verfe of 
the ivrh chapter of Genefis we read — 11 And 
the fifter of Tubal Cain was Naamah : ,f A 
piece of information, which may appear, at 
firft fight, of little or no importance. But 

* E^?*Q3 defedtores, apoftatx, gigantei, rcbellti, a ^3J 
eoecidit, defecit, irruit, $c. 
■ Qcn. vi. 4. 

I 4 »* 
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if we tranflate her name into owr own fyu^ 

* • » 

guage, it will inftantly, thrpvv an amazing 
light on the p.refent fubj?a j ?is it will apt\y 
conneft this verfe of the ivth witfa thefrft of 
the vith chapter, where the caulc of the 
defe&ian is particularly defcribed. For Na?w 
mah 8 fignifics fair or beautiful ' : and wheu 
we are told, that the pofterity of Seth mar* 
ried the daughters of the other family, be«* 
caufe they were fair; may we not reafon^bly 
conclude , from this connected view of th^ 
paflages, that the facred hiftori^n meant tq 
inform us, that Naamah was the firft, th? 
liobleft, and the mo ft celebrated of all* 
thofe beauties, with whom the alliance was 
made ? • 

If you allow this caqclufion to be juft^ 
then the opinion of the Arabian writers*, who 
fappofe the defection to have happened ii} 
the days of Jared will appear to, ftand on, 
good ground, and to be well fuppoi;t;e4 by, 
the authority of Scripture. . ■ • t 

8 amccna, jucunda, pulchra. 

1 Vide A^m.acin* ct Patricid. apud Hottl/jcbr. Sineg. 
Orient, c viii. p. 255. in voce Jared. Heiixic. Hiil. Patr« 
Exeivxi. j> 310. 
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But tl^is is not the only thing, which ths 
foregoing remark brings to our knowledge* 
It ihews us Jikewife the reafon, why Mofes, 
in the genealogy of the line of Cain, flopped 
at kamech, the father of Naamah. He cquld 
properly proceed no farther : becaufe the dik 
tinction was then at an end ; as both th$ 
families became intermixed, and intimately, 
blended with each other. 

The fad effedt of this unlawful wsti^e wq 
haye already feen, in that violent inundation 
of vice and impiety, which iffu^ed from it, 
and which foon overflowed ths world. 

To aqcoupt for this impiety in a mom 4e-> 
germinate manner, it may be of ufe to ob* 
ferve, that Adam w^s ftill alive : and " be-r 
caufe th? fentence," pronounced «* againft" 
him for his " evil work," was pot yet " ex?* 
cuted" upon him; u therefore," it fhould 
feem, " the hearts of thefe Ions of men 
were, fully fet in them," both to think, and 

to do evil u ." The fentence deferred they 
might impioufty deride, as a, vaiu and empty 

11 Ecch VI! f. XI. 

threat. 
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threat. And of the predicted feed they might 
fcoffingly fay, < 4 where is the promife of 
his coming x ?" 'Thefe " hard fpeeches," 
which the prophecy of Enoch implies they 
made, evidently amount to what St. Jude 
calls, ver. 4. " denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jefus Chrift:" evidently 
amount, not only to a denial of the revealed 
plan of redemption ; but to a total difbelief 
of an over-ruling providence, and a future 
ftate — which Cain, it is faid, di{believed 
before them y. When they had once brought 
themfelves to think, that either there was 
no God; or that he was fo regardlefs of 
human affairs, as neither to reward the 
good, nor punifli the wicked ; it is no 
wonder, 44 they fliould thenceforth walk," 
without remorfe, after their own ungodly 
lufts ; and give themfelves over unto lafci- 

* 2 Pet. in. 4. 

J The Jeru/alem Targum, and that of Jon a than Ben Uziel, 
introduce Cain convening with his brother Abel in thefe words— 
13) iTVl jn jV*? non eft judicium, nec eft judex; non 
eft feculum futurum, nec dabitur premium bonum jullis, nec 
ultk) fumetux de improbis, &c. Vide in Gen, iv. 8. 

vioufnefs, 
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vioufnefs, to work all uncleannefs with 
greedinefs E ." For the reftraints of religion 
being now removed, there was nothing left 
to check or controul the perverfenefs of their 
nature. 

If you admit this to be a true reprefen- 
tation of their moral ftate; and thus the 
Scripture feems to reprefent it ; then fome- 
thing, 'tis plain, was necefiary to be done, 
as well to corredt the erroneoufnefs of their 
principles, as to reform the depravity of their 
manners. At this time therefore, and with 
this view, a fecond revelation came feafon- 
ably in, exaftly correfpondent to their ne- 
ceffities and condition* For Enoch was com- 
miflioned to preach the doftrine of a future 
ftate, and to declare the certainty of a fu- 
ture judgment. 

' In purfuance of this commiffion, he 
opened the profpeft of another life, and 
laid it before them in its different circum- 
ftances : he (hewed them what glorious re- 
wards awaited the righteous, and what 

z Jude ver. 18. Eph. iv. 19. 

dreadful 
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dreadful punjfliments were referved .,for 
the wickqd ; t€ what tribulation and an.- 
guifh" (hay Id hereafter fall " upon every 
foul of man that doelh evil ; and what 
honour, glory, and peace" fhould be the lot 
of him. " that worketh good\" Thefe 
things he clearly laid before them b ; that, 
knowing the encouragements and terrours 
of the Lord, they might be influenqed 
thereby to return to him. And what can 
be imagined more influential ? What could 
prevail, if this could not ? Had it refted 
only on the bare credit of the preacher, a 
dofttine of thia vaft importance would have 
juftly merited their moft ferious regard, 
3ut, that nothing might be wanting either 
to engage their attention, or to confirm 
their belief, God was pleafed to exert him T 
felf in an extraordinary and miraculous 
manner ; and to attest the truth of what hi? 

* Rom. n.9, 10. 

b See Judc 14, 1. 5 ; where the puni/hment of the wicked 
plainly implies that there will, be, Ukew'tfe a recompe$ee to the 
righteous. 

3 prophet 



Digitized by 



S'E R M 6 ' : V; 12$ 

prophet had fpoketi, hy a -proper, convincing 
fign. For what more proper, mote con vine* 
ing fign could they poffibly have in' proof 
of fuch a doArine;. than to fee the prophet 
trarrflatfed alive % and carried up, in a con- 
fptcuous manner before their eyes, into 
thkY very ftate, the exiftence and realit/ 
of Which he hud juft before revealed to 
them*? * < ■ 

Sucli doctrine, one would think, fupported 
by fuch evidence,' would have borne down 
all crjSpofition, and fubje&edthfc world to the 
authority of its di&ates. ' ; 

* ' The do&rine itfelf was admirably calcu- 
hited'to ; fcotfe£t thofe impious notion^ 
they fliaintairfed; and to mate thetn fen^ 
libJe; 3 that God infpe£s the condud of 
men in this world, and Will recompenfi 

thfcm hereafter as their Works defetve. Its 

r i • • • *» 

**f + < « . * - • • *y i* 

y^cn^^Heb.^h^ . .-.-ir,;! . !.; it i » 
d See Targ B. Uziel, in Gen. v. 24. And hence Enoeji 
was called Metatron, the perfbn removed on b;g?> : from lbt3D an ^ 
]PYV This is at lea& as plaufibie ar* account of the naae, as ■ 
any of the various ones already .given. . « 1 

attendant 
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+ * » » a • 

attendant miracle, the tranflation of the 
prophet, was a vifible proof of his high 
regard for his faithful fervants ; and a fuce 
token of his firm determination to make 
them happy in a better ftate e . To Adam, 
if he was then alive, as the Samaritan ac- 
count fuppofes, this remarkable event muft 
have been a lively and affedting inftance of 
what he might have enjoyed, had he kept 
his innocence ; as well as an earned of the 
promifed victory over him, who had robbed 
him of it f : And to his forts, if he was dead, 

as the Hebrew account declares him, it 

* * 

muft have afforded a feafonable and animat- 
ing confolation under the depreffing fenfe of 
their own mortality: And to all it muft 
have fuggefted a forcible and cogent argu- 
ment for repentance ; as it carried a clear 
and comfortable intimation, that if they 
u walked with God," and overcame the 
finful inclinations of their nature, they 
fliould finally be reftored to the favour of 

* Worth ington's Eflay on Hum. Redemption, ch. ill. § 6. 
f Bp. Law's Theory of Rel. part ii. p. 60. 

their 
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fheir Maker, and behold his prefence in 
blifs and immortality. And repentance, 
we might expedt, would have accordingly 
followed. But alas ! we have an inftance 
now before us, that nothing is lb forcible, 
interefting, and perfuafive, but what the 
depravity and perverfenefs of man can with- 
ftand and rejeft. For this abandoned race, 
deaf to thefe awakening calls, obftinately 
continued their vicious courfe, and at laft 
perifhed in their wickednefs. 

But, though " the word then preached 
did not profit them* yet to us it remains 
of excellent fervice. It (hews us, that true 
religion was always the fame; and had al- 
ways the fame end in view. Its whole 
defign has ever been to call men off from the 
practice of vice to ferve the living and true 
God ; to make them virtuous in this life, 
that they may be happy in the other. This 
is apparent under every difpenfation ; and 
more efpecially under the difpenfation of 

( Heb. iv. j. 

the 
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the Golpel: by which « we arti made' 
tfuly Complete; being fully fupplied with 
all the things pertaining unto life and 
godlindfs V 

t Having therefore fuch means of im- 
provement in our hands, let us carefully 
make life of them. For if God punifhed 
the old World for ddpifing the revela- 
tions delivered to them; how cati toe pofli- 
bly expeft to " efcape, if we negleA fo great 
falvation * ?" Let us ever remember,' that the 
Gofpel ii an inftitutibn peculiarly calculated 
for the advahcement of piety and virtue : 
&nd let it effectually engage us* as it plainly 
teaches tifc, u to deny ungodlinefs and 
woridly lufts; aiid to Jive fobeHy* fighte- 
dufly, and godly in this prefent WOrW ; look- 
ing for that bleflfed hope, arid the glorious 
appearing of the great God* arid oUr faviour 
Jeftfs ChriftM" V - ' " : - 

h 2 Bet. i. 

* Ileb/u. 3. . ' 

k Tit. ii. 12, 13. 

< 

To 
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To whom, with the Fathef and the Holy 
Ghoft, be afcribed, • as is moft due, all 
honour and glory, might, majefty, adora- 
tion and praife, both now and for ever- 
more. Amen. 
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And the "Lord /did. My fpifit Jhalt riot always^ 
Jlrive with man ; for that he alfo is fiejh i 
yet hh Jays Jhall be an hundred and iweniy 
years. 

IN lily lart OifcOUrfe I laid before yoti a 
very ample account of the ftrailge cor- 
ruption of the antediluvian race J where 1 
endeavoured to (hew; from what bitter fource 
it originally fprung} in what different forma 
it difplayed itfelf; and by what growing ■ad- 
vances it gained upon the world ; till it be* 

K i came 



Digitized by Google 



132 SERMON VI. 

came at length fo universally prevalent, as 
to lay the Almighty under the fad neceflity 
of " deftroying man from the face of the 

earth K" 

It is obferved by the author of the book 
of IVifdom* that 44 idolatry is the beginning, 
the caufe, and the end of all evil m ." And 
this obfervation we have feen verified in the 
conclud and converfation of Cain and his 
defendants. For no fooner did they forfake 
the true God, and engage in the worth ip of 
falfe deities; no fooner did they begin to 
" efteem either - fire, wind, or the fwift air, 
the circle of the ftars, the violent water, 
or the lights of heaven to be the gods that 
governed the world";" but, in confequence 
of the fervice they paid them ; in confe- 
quence of 44 the fecret ceremonies ufed, and 
the revellings of ftrange rites performed 
. they gradually fell into all the abomination* 
of vice and immorality, and into all the ex- 

1 Gen. vi. 7, 
01 Ch. xiv. 27. 

n VVifdom, xiii. 2. . 

cefles 
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ceffes of outrage and violence, both in public 
and private life. 

In procefs of time, thefe impious principles 
and deteftable pra&ices gained admittance 
into the other line : where they fpread and - 
prevailed with fatal fuccefs, and with ag- 
gravated degrees of malignity. For, as the 
beft, when corrupted, become the worft ; fo 
it is aflerted of the pofterity of Seth, that 
" for the degree of zeal which they had 
formerly (hewn for virtue, they now (hewed 
by their a&ions a double degree of wicked- 
nefs •» 

' Such was then the ftate of the world. 
When " the Lord looked down from heaven 
upon the children of men, to fee if there 
were any that would underftand, and feek 
after God behold, he found that " they 
were all gone out of the way," that 
" they were altogether become abomi- 
nable p." " For the wickednefs of man was 
great in the earth ; and every imagina- 

• Joseph. Ant. Jud. lib. I. cap. iii. § i. 
» PfaL xiv. 3, 4. 

K 3 tion 
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tiou of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually V* . 

But this progreffion of vice the great and 
righteous Governour of the world cannot be 
fuppofed to look upon with an eye of indifv 
ference. The perfection of his nature, the 
concern he maintained for the fecurity of re- 
ligion, and the advancement of human hap- 
pinefs, lead us to conclude, that he- would 
rather interpofe, and kindly throw in the 
way of thefe profligates, as many checks, 
prohibitions and reftraints, as were coniiftent 
with the freedom of moral agents. Nor is 
this conclufion deftitute of the fupport and 
countenance of Scripture, For the words 
pf the text plainly imply, that M God did 
often ftrive with man that he made ufe of 
various and powerful methods, as well to 
deter him from the commiffion of fin, as 
to keep him ftedfaft in the pra&ice £>f 
virtue. . • . 

It has been already obferved, that M the 
ftpj of the woman was finally to deftroy 
the power and tyranny of fin and Satan, by 

9 Gen. vi. 

bis 
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fiis fteady attachment to truth and righteouf- 
i*efs. Now this confideration mufl naturally 
infpire all wife and thinking parents with a 
deep concern and zealous care, that their 
children might be inftrufted in the principles 
of religion, and trained up in the paths of virtue. 
And fiich care they muft ftill be the more 
anxious to employ, becaufe they perceived, 
that all their hopes, both for themfelves and 
their pofterity, depended upon this re&itude 
or uprightnefs of difpofition ; without which 
it was impoffible that any of them could be 
the promifed feed y who was to reftore again 
the human race to its original purity and 
perfection*. ' 

Here then was laid an excellent founda- 
tion for the inftruftion and improvement of 
the riling generations. And the fuperftruc- 
ture erefted upon it was equally good. For, 
as they advanced in life, thofe documents of 
virtue, which they had received in their 
youth, were ftill renewed from time to time ; 
being conftantly inculcated and enforced on 
itheir minds by the enjoined obfervance of 

* Rev. exam. vol. I. diflert. ix. p. 155. 

K .4 the 
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the eftablifhed rites of worfhip. For every- 
ftbbath, which they celebrated to its yveekly 
return — every facritice which they offered — 
arid every public act of religion they per- 
formed, ferved to convince them of the ma- 
lignant and deftru&ive nature of fin, as well 
as to imprefs them with a due fenfe of the 
neceffity of holinefs. • " • 

By thefe means, which were all fiandiw? 
means of in#ru£tion, the inhabitants of the 
pld world, had. they npt been greatly want- 
ing to themfelves, might have made a truly 
J?udable pro^qiency in the knowledge and 
pra&ice of religion. Negligent, however, a? 
they were ; when they became degenerate, 
and had foolilhly deviated from the path of 
duty, the occajional tranfa£tions of the times, 
the incidental difplays of divine government, 
fupplied them with powerful and awakening 
motives to recal them to repentance and a 
fetter life. . . . 

. Their great Father continued among them, 
alpove nine hundred years, a living monument 
both of the. juftice and mercy of God: a 
living monument of his extreme hatred and 
. ' abhor- 
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abhorrence of fin ; as well as of his tender 
love, and companionate regard for the 
finner: — and therefore, a monument, one 
would conceive, that muft daily fugged 
fuch arguments to their thoughts, as could 
hardly fail either to awe, or to allure them, 
into ftri£ter obedience. 

And the fame moral inftru£tions were alfo 
conveyed by other occurrences. For, as the 
punilhment of Cain exhibited to the world a 
wofu] proof of the dire effe&s of vice and 
impenitence; fo was the exaltation of Enoch 
into heaven, one of the nobleft incir^hents, 
that can well be imagined, to the confcien- 
tious practice of piety and goodnefs. 

Add to thefe, as operating to the like pur- 
pofes, the frequent exhortations and admoni- 
tions of their prophets; and more efpeckij* 
that tremendous punifhmentdenounced againft 
them by the prophet Enoch : who, fore*- 
feeing it would be executed by a deluge, impofed 
on his fon the name of Methufelah, by way 
of fign and confirmation of it. For the word, 
Methufelah, imports, that, when the perfon 
fo called is dead, there fhall enfue an hunda- 

tlon 
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Urn of waters'. And fo exa&ly did the cyeat 
-correfpond with his name, that in the very 
year he died, the earth was overwhelmed by 
the deluge, * 

Now, after the delivery of this alarming 
prophecy, tranfmitted to us by St. Jude; 
iuch was the patience and long-fuffering of 
God, that they had no lefs than eight hundred 
years allowed them, to refletf on their con- 
dition; to repent of their wickednefs; and 
jto amend their ways, And in the eourfe of 
this time they were moreover folicited, en- 
couraged, and admoniflied to the due per- 
formance of thefe neceflary duties, by the 
repeated inftru<5lions and good examples of 
tiiofc holy men, who were Tent amongthem 
as " preachers of righteoufuefs t . M 

■ Ira Enoch prophet* fummus, cum prophetko fpiritu praevl- 
ciffet cladem ilium (diluvium) filii mortem tfotimfubfccuturarii, 
vncavit ilium fl^iyinD Meihufelnh. Quo nomine figniiicabat 
flatim tUo mortuo ruturara cni : jKoKcm five aquarum innndatlonem in 
perniciem mundi tonus. Bocuaut. Phaieg. lib. II. c. xiri. 
p. 100. 

1 Of whom, it mould fcem, there were no lefs than eight. 
Tor St. Peter calls Noah 07000* &xa>oc™>»j; u^vkoi, 2 Pet. ii. 

5 . But, 



Digitized by Google 



SERMON V. I39 

But, notwithftanding thefe methods of 
mercy and monition, which God in his good- 
nefs employed for their amendment; yet, 
when he cnme again, at the end of this pe- 
riod, to take cognizance of what they had 
done, he found them immerfed ftill deeper in 
vice and fenfuality; « being then really no- 
thing butflefh H ; tf that is, entirely devoted 
to fenfual gratifications, and conftantly pur- 
fuing m the works of the flefli." 
, - Kovv, the works of the flefli have in all 
ages been ever the fame. And were there- 
fore in the antediluvian, as in the apoflolical 
times, moft probably thefe : " Adultery, 
fornication, uncleannefs, lafcivioufnefs, ido- 
latry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula- 
tions, wrath, ftrife, feditions, herefies, en- 
Vyings, murders, drunkennefs, revellings, 
and fiich like — • vices that called, efpe- 
cially when grown to fuch enormous 
height, for a fignal and fpeedy vengeance. 

Accordingly the Lord (having before ad- 
miniftered proper confolation to his few, 

y Gen. vi. 3. 

♦ Gal. v. f9—2i, 

faithful 



Digitized by 



i 4 o SERMON VI. 

faithful fervants) y now pofitively affured 
this impious generation, that his fpirit would 
, - ■ neither 

y That they mould receive fuch confolations was manifeftly ne- 
cefiary for their encouragement in well-doing : and that they did 
feceive them is plainly implied in that prophecy of Lamech, 
which he delivered at his fon's birth, " This fame mail comfort 
us concerning our work and toil (labour) of our hands, becaufe 
of the ground which the Lord hath curfed." Gen. v. 29. The 
ienfe ot which, varioully interpreted, pafiage fecms to me to be, 
in fliort, as follows — " This fame Noah mall bring us full and 
ample comfort for all the pains and difficulties we have under- 
gone in fupporting the caufe of truth and virtue. Through him 
it will appear, that our labour is not in vain in the Lord. For 
when God comes to punifti the ungodly, and to deftroy the 

»m m 

world by a deluge, (fee note s p. 138) he will give us, in the 
•perfon of this man, a fignal inftance of his tender regard for the 
good and .righteous. For he will conduct him fafely through that 
^perilous fecne, and land him fecurely on a new world, which wc 
may look upon as an earned of that future inheritance, which is 
Veferved for us, who have walked in the fame paths of righteonf- 
nefs." Comp. Heb. si. 7. — To make out this meaning,! con- 
ceive that the words — " Our work, and labour of our hands — * 
fr.ould be taken here, as they are often elfewhere, in a moral, and 
not in a natural, fenfe — and that the " curfe" here mentioned 
has no reference to that denounced at the fall, but means the 
.difiru&ion to which the earth was devoted, and which was ac- 
compiifhed by the deluge; as will appear to any one, who conv 

' pares Gen. ch. v. 29, with ch. viii. 21. 

Lun. Cappellus, in his Comment on the place, confiders it 

r.early in the fame light. Setifus ergo fimpliciilimus ell : Gaudebit 

. . . ' terra, 
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neither ftrive, nor his patience bear any 
longer with them, than for the fpace of an 
hundred and twenty years : and that he was 
then determined, if his vengeance was not 
averted by their amendment, to deftroy them 
by an utter excifion from the earth. 

But this denunciation, like the former, 
inftead of producing its defired efFeft, and 
bringing them back to penitence and piety, 
ferved only, by the perverfenefs of their in- 
corrigible difpofitions, to harden them the 
more in their wickednefs: infomuch, that 
when God, towards the clofe of this moment 
tous period, infpe&ed their conduft the third 
time ; he faw they had filled up the meafure 
of their iniquities; and were completely 
fitted for that approaching deftru&ion, to 
which they had been juftly devoted. Such, 
I fay, was their ftate, when God beheld 
them the third time. For it is a point 
worthy of obfervation, that in the account 

terra, exultabunt pii homines, quum Dei juftitiam in impios ho- 
mines vihdictam fub hoc meo filk) futuram, rrovamque mundi 
faciem per eum exorituram, in nova hominum fobole ex eo ema- 
natura, confpc&uri flint. 

: 1 * . here 
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here given of the growing degeneracy of 
mankind, there are three gradations diftin&l/ 
Ipecified ; each of them in fucceffion furpaf* 
ling the other, and appearing in blacker co* 
lours. At the third verfe of this chapter % 
they are defcribed as H carnal-^-" fulfilling 
the lufts of the flefh. At verfe the fifth, they 
are reprefented as fixed and rooted in their 
vices—*" their wickednefs was great; and 
every imagination of the thoughts of theit: 
hearts was only evil continually/* This 
is ftrong painting : and yet, at the eleventh 
verfe, it is ftill greatly heightened. For 
there, the ground is faid to be tainted with 
their fins ; and to groan under the weight of 
their iniquities-"-" The earth was corrupt 
before God, and the earth was filled with 
violence K n Now, by corruption the moft 
approved of the Jewifh writers generally un- 
derftand idolatry > and the tranfgrcflionof what 
we call the fir/I table pf the law : and by vio- 
lence is plainly meant every kind of inha* 
rnanity and injuftice $ or the total breach of 

8 Gen. vi. 

* Vide Munster. et Vbtabl. Sec, in loc. 
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the fecond table: and therefore, from both 
expreffions taken together, we may juftly 
conclude, that the human race was, at this 
time, fo far loft to all fenfe of religion and 
.morality, as to be entirely regardlefs of 
every duty, which they owed either to God 
or man b . 

Noah indeed preferved his integrity ; and 
flood, amidft the general corruption, a fingu* 
lar example of true piety and virtue. This 
diftinguiflied behaviour entitled him there- 

b If the foregoing account of the moral ftate of the antedilu- 
vian world be admitted as tolerably juft, then the Pracepta 2$oa- 
cbidarum, or the precepts delivered to the fons of Noah, will ap- 
pear to it and on good ground ; as being well adapted to the ren- 
dition of the times, and feemingly founded on the reafoa of things-. 
For if mankind, forgetful of God, were then prone and giren to 
idolatry ; how necellary was it, that they mould be ftrongly pro- 
hibited that practice by a pofitive raw, III. De cultu extraneo ; aad 
brought back to a due fenfe of the divine majefiy by a Ud- De ma- 
ledidtione nominis fan&iflimi, vel numinisr* If they were *vioient t 
cruel, and revengeful, how proper was it to reftrain their pa&ons 
by a Hid. law, De effuiione fanguinis ? If luftful and debauched, by 
a IVth. De non revelanda turpi tudine? If rapacious and fraudulent* 
by a Vth. De furto ac rapina ? And, if regardlefs of \uftict and 
equity, by a VI th, De judiciis, feu regimine forenfi ac obedientia 
civiii ? &c. Thefe laws, thus applied, derive weight from the 
Hate of the world ; an4 at the lame time throw light upon it, 

fore 
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fore to diftinguiihed favour: which he ac- 
cordingly experienced in the wonderful pre- 
fervation of himfelf and family. " For the 
Lord knoweth" as well " how to deliver the 
godly from diftrefs and danger, as to re- 
ferve the unrighteous to the day of judg- 
ment, to be puniflied c " with a feverity pro- 
portioned to their guilt and wickednefs. And 
this day was now haftening towards all them 
that dwelt on the earth. For, fince they had 
all, by their degeneracy, utterly defeated 
the defigns of Providence ; and could by no 
means be brought to anfwer the proper ends 
of their creation : nay, fince they lived in- 
deed to fuch purpofes, as were dire&ly con- 
trary to thofe ends, and wholly deftru&ivd 
of them — lived only to rebellion and difobe- 
dience to their maker ; and to their own mu- 
tual mifery and deftrudion d : fince this, I 
fay, was the cafe with them; it was cer- 
tainly high time, that God, in mercy as 
well as juftice, (hould put a fpeedy period 
to.their exiftence— as being the only way to 

" « 2 Pet. li. 9. 

4 Revelation Exam. vol. L cliff, ix. p. 163. 

: • - clear 
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clear the world of that corruption, which, 
through the courfe of fo many centuries, he 
had laboured hi vain to corre& and remedy. 
Accordingly therefore* when " the long- 
fuffeting," with which he waited in the 
days of Noah ; and " the preparation of the 
. ark%" the laft effort of his mercy, Could 
have no effed upon theni ; he then fuffcred 
his indignation to arife; gave a loofe to his 
vengeance ; and delivered them all, at once, 
to death — bringiog in the fl 000 upon the 
world of the ungodly V 

Should it now be afked, " Why did God 
make ufd of this, rather thah any other 
method f" The anfwer, I thitifc, is eafy : 
Becaufe it was the propereft, and the mod 
conducive to the purpOfes of his providence; 
the moft adequate to his grand defign. Ido- 
latry, it is evident, could riot be extirpated ; 
piety and virtue could not be reftored ; till 
that incorrigible race was utterly deftroyecf, 
afrd a better introduced in its ftead. 

« i Pet. iii. 20. 
* 1 Pet. Yu 5. 

Vol. I L " But 
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?« But the deftru&ion of thofe impenitents 
might have been accomplifhed, you will fay, 
by various at her means, as well as by a deluge" ' 
Doubtlef6 it might. But what if their de- 
ftru&ion was not the whole jntent? What 
if God had farther ends in view, refpe&ing 
thofe who furvived? How jvill maftjeft ftand 
then ? It is no unreafonal?le fuppofition, this. 
For, as the fons of Noah; had converfed a 
long time w}th that corrupt and finful gene- 
oration ; and were perhaps, fome of them, 
clofely conne£Ved with the apoftate line; it 
is more than probable, that they werein fomc 
degree infed^d witlvthe idolatrous principles, 
and vicious pradtices of tji? age. What thofe 
practices were, we have already, feen & ; and 
ftand in need of no farther information about 
them. But with regard to the principles of 
the times, as they are the grand key to. this 
;difpenfation, it may be of ufe to confider 
them here again. . \ ; 

There is a certain prediftjop concerning the 
inhabitants of the old world, attributed to 
Enoch, and prcferved by Tertullian, which 

t Page ijg. 

,; • fets 
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fcts forth their i-eligiou's^ tenets in a clear 
light. Ndw, frdrfc this predi&ion it appears, 
that they wete-'fo deeply immerfed in iuper- 
ftition and errour, as to deify all nature : — 
* that all the elements, the whole furniture 
" of the univerfe, 'thiiigs in heaven, things 
^ on earth, and things under the earth, were 
« <feverally perveilfcd by them to the vile pur- 
"-pofes of idolatry ; and fet up as objeds of 
" divine worfhip h In a word, it appears, 
that they confecrated and adored almoft every 
thing, except Him, who alone is truly ado- 
rable : and Him they were in no wife dif* 
pofed to ferve. . il *" t 

Now, if the ferns of Noah were in any 
degree tindtured with thefe notions % and in- 
clined to follow fuch examples 1 ; they were 

• * 10 

h AntccefTerat Enoch praedicens, omnia elementa, omnem 
mundi cenfum, qua; cselo, qua? mari, quae term continentur, in 
idololatriam verfuros dsejnonas, et fpiritpsjdefertorum angelorum, 
ut pro Deo adverfus Dominum confecrarentur, &c. Tertull. 

tic Idoloiatrla 6 iv. 

...» 

1 Cham, rilius Noe, fuperftitionibus illis et facrilegis artibus 
infeclus fait. Cassjan. apud Kirchir. Obettfr. Pamph. 
lib. I. c. 1. 

L % Lord 
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maintain 



fo far the left likely to prefcrve 
the true religion in its genuine ftate and pu- 
rity. And had they continued in that difpo- 
fition, the defign of Providence might have 
been utterly fruftrated ; m •« the work of tho 
Lord muft have failed in thtfir hands." . 

The fecurity of religion therefore, and the 
kitereft of morality, plainly required, that 
the prefent 



lifeftation ihould carry fome- 

thing in its nature and form,, equally adapted 
to convince them of the erroneoufncfe erf 
thefe principles, as to deter them from the 
praftice of the forementioned vice*. And 
what, I befeech you, could better atffae* 
thefe feveral purpofes, than tl>e very tranfac- 
tioil we are now confidering ? 

If it really wa$, as it feem* to have bee% 
the prevailing opinion of thofe times, that 
the world was felf-exiftent, independent and 
eternal; then the Almighty, to allure and 
convince them that he both made and gd* 

Lord B a rri nt, ton in his Expofuion of x Pet. iii. 17 — 
makes it extremely probable, that all Noah'* fons, &c. were dif- 
obedient and irreligious till they entered into the ark—where 
thev reformed and became penitent. Mifcell. Sacra, vol. iii. p. 196. 
note' ed. j 70. 

verned 
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verned it, did, as it were, tsamakc it again : 
inverting its laws, and abolifliing its order. 
' As <we have fome reafon to believe, ^fa*t 
that water and air were their chief divinities; 
fo we accordingly find, that God made them 
the chief inftrumcnts of his wrath and ven- 
geance. 

As the earth was perhaps cfteemed the 
mother of the gods— of thofe animal, rep- 
tile, and vegetable deities, that fubfifted on 
its furface ; fo the Lord deftroyed the earth 
and its products, together with every ani- 
mal ; fuch only excepted as were preferved 
in the ark for the reftoration of the fpecies. 

And left the fons of Noah (hould attri- 
bute tliis terrible execution to the agency 
and power of fome falfe d^ity k , God forctels 
«hem that himfelf would do it, and fpecifie* 
the time and manner of it. * After feven 
days, behold I — 99 not any of your imagi* 
nary ^cities.— but " 1 Jehovah do bring a 
flood of waters upon the earth, to deftroy all 
fldh, ivherein is the breath of life, from 

* See If. xlviii. f . 

L 3 under 
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under heaven. Every thing that is ta»tfc . 
earth (hall die V ' * . 

. This marvellous eve-nt therefore, - ^he 
avowed work and; operation of<Gpd, did not ? 
only ferve to enforce on their minds a ft rang 
convidion of his fupremacy^nd power ; but 
carried alfo a fenfible confutation of all thofe 
impious and fatal- opinions/ on which the 
ancient idolatry was founded*. It clearly, 
(hewed, thatjEHOVAH had no rival : ancj fines 
to him only belonged glory r dominion, and 
power; fo to him only fhould be givea 
worfhip, adoration, and praife.. : r . 
. 1 have no occafion to obferve, : for it 
tremely vifible, with what irpefiftible, force 
thispunijthment of the wicked, by the yery 
things wherein they had finned, muft operate 
pn the- minds of Noah's family, who were 
eye -witneffes, of it : • how it muft awaken their 
attention ; fill them, wit h_die moft awful ' 
ideas of God's holinefs and purity ; eonvitrce 
them ofchis unchangeable aversion to fin, and 
abhorrence of its abettors ; and confequqntJy 
deter them from the like provocations. For 

^ * "Qcn. vi. 17.— vii. 4, 10. 

m . • i whatever . 
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whatever prefumption the long-fuffering of 
God might have nourifhed before in the' 
breafts of daring and hardened finners ; yet 
now, the vain hopes of efcaping his venge^ 
ance, otherwife than by repentance and 
a good life, muft all neceflarily vanilh — » 
mud all die, abforbed and buried in the 
common wreck of the ihattered world. 

If we limit the defign of Providence in 
this tremendous event, to the bare deftruc- 
tion of thofe who periflied ; I cdn fee no 
good reafon, I own,' why the Deiry Ihoulc} 
ufe fuch a complicated method, and fum- 
mon all the elements, to put it in execution ; 
u fince, without thfete, they might hav^ 
fallen down with one blaft,' being perfecuted 
of vengeance, and fcattered abroad with the 
breath* 'of his power" 1 :" much lefs can I •nci 
count, Why the earth was demolilhed, and 
every living creature deftroyed. But, if we 
yiew this tranfattion in the light it is here 
placed ; and confider it as moreover intended 
to c&rreil the err ours of them that were pre* 
feryed; then every circumftauce will carry 

m WifH. xi. 20, 

1 ' * : L 4 with 
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with it its ufe and beauty ; and the whale 
will appear to have been ordf red and con- 
duaed according to the rules of con&mmat© 
wifdom. 

Having thus feen the intent and propriety 
of this difpenfation, with regard to the ftate 
and condition of the world, at the time when 
Providence brought it to pafs ; it naw only 
remains, that we draw from it the proper in- 
ference, refpe&ing owrfelves md cwr own 
times. For fi»ch is the nature of thpfe dif- 
penfations, which are receded in Scripture; 
and fo widely arc they extended by that 
pnity of defign, which runs through them* 
that the events which happened in the ear- 
Heft ages " are profitable for corre£ion and 
inftru&ion in righteou&efcV* wen to th* 
lateft generations. The things that hap* 
pened to the eutediluvians, carried their in* 
Huence down through the ilood, and ar* 
meant to operate to the conflagration. 
f Tbcy happened to thm for enfamples; an4 
are written for our admonition 4 ;" ** to th$ 

n 2 Tim. rn.it. . * 
• i Cor. x. II, 

» intent, 

i 
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intent, th*t we fliould not ktft after evil 
things, as they formerly Jufted* " to the 
intent, that we might le»ra wifitom at their 
expeace ; nor prefume to follow them in the 
w^ys of difobedicnce; " confidering the 
end," the difaftrous end, " of their conver- 
ferioaC 

Irreligion and idolatry, profanenefs and 
immorality are in their own nature, and ac- 
cording to the eftabli(hed order of things, in- 
jurious and detrimental to man: and this 
confideration ought in reafon to put us upon 
our guard againft them* But if neither the 

initions of reve- 
lation, nor the inconveniences we feel in a 
wrong courfe, can prevail upon us to corredk 
our mifdoings ; then God himfelf, as govern 
nour of the world, is obliged to take us into 
his own hands; and to urge us with feverer 
and more extraordinary infliftions. How 
" fearful a thing it is to fall into the hands 
pf die iiring God%" the inftance before us is 

' 1 Cor. x.6, 
* Heb. xiii ,7. 
' Heb. x. 31. 

7 an 
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an alarming proof ! But if " they, who def- 
pifed" the 'antediluvian prophets, and the lefs 
perfedt 44 law*' that was then given, 44 died 
without mercy ;" t L of how much forer pu- 
niftiment, fuppofe ye, (ball he be' thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot , the 
Son of God — and hath counted the blood of 
the covenant, wherewith lie was fanftified, 
an unholy thing — and hath done de{pite 
unto the fpirit of grace 5 ?" - v . 

* That our hearts therefore may be prqferved 
under an awful impreflion of the divine judge- 
ments, let us frequently meditate oa thofe 
di{plays of them, which are fet before us in 
the holy Scriptures. And when we refleft, 
that the * 4 old world," for the wickednefs 
of its inhabitants, 44 periftied by water.;' 9 
let us alfo. remember, that 44 the prefent 
world is kept , in ftore, referved unto jire 
againft the day of judgment, and the per- 
dition of ungodly men 1 ."" 1 r * 

And-fince the one element will as certainly 
dijfolve 44 the world that now is," as ever the 

• He^x. 28, 29. 
1 2 Pet. iii. 6, 7. 

other 
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other deluged " the world that then was 
let us endeavour, like Noah, by keeping the 
ways of truth and piety, to fecure the pro- 
tection and favour of God; that, when the 
time comes, we may finally, like him, be 
fafely guarded, conduced and admitted into 
u that new heaven and new earth — " into 
that glorious and eternal kingdom, which 
God hath prepared for them that love him ; 
and " in which dwelleth righteoufnefs," 
peace, joy and happinefs for ever-more. 
Now to God the Father, &c. Amen. % 
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Gen. xi. ver. 4 — 8. 

And they faid, Co to, let us build us a city, and 
a tower, whofe top may reach unto heaven ; 
and let us make us a name, left we be fcattered 
abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 

And the Lord came down to fee the city and 
the tower, which the children of men builded. 

And the Lord faid, Behold, the people is one, 
and they have all one language ; and this 
they begin to do : and now nothing will be 
refrained from them, which they have ima- 
gined to do. 

Go to, let us go down, and there confound their 
language, that they may Hot under/land one 
another's fpeech. 

So 




i 5 8 SERMON VII. 

So the Ijord fcattered them abroad from thence 
upon the face of all the earth : and they left 
off to build the city. 

E N Noah yas landed on the pre- 
fent earth, and happily faw his 
piety rewarded with fuch an amazing in- 
ftance of divine favour ; there is no room to 
doubt, but that he made religion his chief 
concern, and zealoufly propagated it among 
Jbis pofterity. Xhofe religious notions and 
cuftoms % which his fbris and their -defcen- 
Hants carried down along with the/n into the 
feveral countries in which they fettled, are 
incoriteftable proofs of his care and diligence 
inih^refpeft. 




the<.iriduftry of Noah* in ' providing "for the 
infbru&ipn of the new;\yet mankind ih a 
fliort time degenerated again'; apace 

• ^\ \ •4*. i 

towards the fame ftate of deprivation, that 

^h.a$\tne^notionf ,of;ir\#^^^ Mediator 
between God and men, &c; the cuftom of Jacr^fian^ and the 
•bfervation of the Jabbatb, or keepin^V^ the Jevexih' day, fee. 

6 we 
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we. have reprefented them to have been in 
before the flood. 

Now, that the world (hould degenerate fo 
faft, and forget fo foon the firft principles of 
true religion, is what feems, in the opinion 
of a noble author, to be utterly incredible. 
But his opinion of things would have been 
very different, had he read the Scripture, 
as he ought to have done, with lefs preju- 
dice, and with more attention. For then 
he would have found it fo far from being 
t " impoflible, for any man . in his fenfes to 
believe, that a tradition, derived from God 
himfelf, (houid be loft, in the coiirfe of fo 
few generations, amongft the greateft part 
of mankind ; or, ; that poly theifm and ido- 
latry fhould be eftablifhed on the ruins of .it 
-in the days of Serug, before thofe of 
Abraham, and fo foon after the deluge * — " 
that, on the contrary, every man in his fenfes, 
who confiders the tendencies and operations 
of things, muft neceflarily conclude from the 
account which the facred hiftorian has given 
us, that fuch corruptions would take place; 

■ Lord Bomngbhoke'i Works, vol. IV. Efliy II. p. 30. 

and, 
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and* unlefs prevented by fonic extraordinary 
providence, be likely to extirpate the know- 
ledge and worfhip of the true God from off 
the face of the whole earth. 

It (hall therefore be my bufinefe in this 
Difcourfe, to explain, in the '_ » 

Firft place, how thefe corruptions came 
to be introduced ; or, in other words, how 
idolatry and wickednefs came to fpread and 
prevail in the world fo very loon afterthe 
deluge. ' ' v/ srf 

And, when they did prevail, to (hew, 
in the 

Second place, how excellently well the 
miracle of the text, the confufton of lan- 
guages, was adapted to check their increafe 
and progrefs. 

When the deluge had retired, and the 
ground was become capable of frefti cultiva- 
tion, God, for the encouragement of Noah, 
to proceed with alacrity in that neceflkry 
work, declared^that, notwithftanding the 
future provocations of men, he was fully 
determined, lierrer to deftroy the earth again, 
inthematmer he had now done. But, as 
• there 
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there appeared then no evil in the world* 
Noah perhaps might wonder, whence thofe 

, future provocations could arife; or what 
could pofiibly give occafion to them. Hence 
therefore the declaration, at the fame time 
that it brought him the aflurance he wanted* 
led him to the knowledge of the point he 
fought. For thus faid the Lord—" I will 
not again curfe the ground any more for 
man*s fake ; though the imagination of man*s 
heart is evil from his Youth Now here* 
when the firji claufe, " I will not again 
curfe the ground/* conveyed to Noah the 
necefiary confolation ; for what other pur- 
pofe, but for his information concerning the 

. introduction of evil, could the latter claufe 
be added? And whatelfe, in due conftru&ion 
of language, could he reafonabiy underftand 
by it* but that, though iniquity had not 
fprung forth, yet God faw the latent feeds 
of it lurking in the heart of one of his fons? 
or rather, as it fiiould feem by the turn of 

J Gen. vii. an 

VoL. I. M {he 
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the expreffion, lurking in the heart of his 
youngefi fon, Ham*. 

As this fenfe of the paflage (lands fup- 
ported by the grammatical conftru&ion, fo 
is it confirmed by the event that followed. 
For we advance but a little way farther in 
the courfe of this hiftory, before we difcover 
a ftrange perverfenefs in the conduct of Ham : 
before we difcover thofe feeds of iniquity, 
which had hitherto lain dormant in his heart, 
burfting out at once into a fhameful irreve- 
rence towards his father, and horrid impiety 
againft God : irreverence to his father, in 
openly expofing and deriding his naked- 
nefs 3 — impiety againft God, by his taking 
oecafion from thence, as the Jewiih writers 
interpret the a&iorr, to make the promife of 
the Meffiah a fubjed of ridicule. 

This was' a crime of an heinous nature — 
as it evidently arofe from a fpirit of infide- 
lity; tended to defeat the purpofe of Pro- 
vidence ; and alfo to deftroy the hopes of 
the world. It was therefore a crime that 

« 

■ 

* Gen. iac. 24. 

• Ibid. 22. 

Ueferved 
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Beferved to be fevcrely punifhed. And ao 
cordingly God, having obviated the mif- 
chiefs of it by a repetition of the promife to 
Shem and Japheth, paflfcd upon Ham & 
judgment fuitable to his profaneiiefs and im- 
piety. He cut him off from the bleffing he 
had defpifed ; and devoted his pofterity to 
the grievous curfe of being 44 fervants of 
fervAnts to their brethren V* 

When Ham and his pofterity found them- 
ftlves under this malediction, and clearly de- 
ferted of God ; it is natural to conclude, that 
they, in their turn, deferted him J and to- 
tally renounced his religion and fcrvice : It 
is natural to conclude, that in their fubfe- 
quent feparation from the reft of their bre- 
thren* who were now become odious to theni, 
they chofe for themfelves mw gods, as then- 
guides and prote&ors in their nczv fettle- 
ment. They fettled, it ftiould feem, firft 
in Arabia; commonly ftiled in Scripture, 
" the Eajiy But where-ever they fettled, 
they carried with them a fenfe of the curfe : 
and that fenfe \vould naturally prompt therti 

L Cen. iv. 27. 

M z to 
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to provide againft it, as well as they courlcf* 
The beft provifion they could perhaps think 
,©f, might be the exercife of arms : to which 
therefore, it is to- be ftrppofed, they would 
apply themfelves in a fpecial manner. And 
hence they might foon become, as the hiftory 
tells us they did become, " mighty ones m 
the earth * m w Confcious of their own ftrength* 
and elated perhaps with the appearance of fe- 
eurity, they might think now of reverfing 
the doom ; and inftead of ftfbmitting to be 
fubjedl: to their brethren, might arrogantly at- 
tempt to bring their brethren into fubje&ioii 
to themfelves. 

Thus one would reafbn on the principles 
of nature. And in exacl conformity to this 
train of reafoning, Mofes aflures us, that they 
. a&ually w made a journey,"' that is, a war- 
like expedition,: " from the Eaft d ;' y pafled 
over the Euphrates ; and violently feized on 
** the land of Shinar," which was part of the 

« Gen. x. 8w 

* Gen. xi. 2. where the word ))D J fignifies not only to jour* 
ftfy, but to journey with an Mile intent. See Dauecz on the 
Revel ch..xvii. $' 

inheritance 
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inheritance of the Tons of Shem. The inha- 
bitants of this land they foon fubdued : and 
then, in the true fpirit of policy, built cities 
Or forts at convenient diftances, to awe, and 
keep them in proper fubje&ion. " From 
hence they went out into Aflyria e ;" made 
there the like conqueft ; and built cities with 
the like intent — to fecure the fidelity and 
obedience of ihe vanqui(hed f . 

This was a deep-laid fcheme ; excellently 
calculated to fupport their tyranny; and 
therefore worthy of the hiftorian's notice, 
however it may have efcaped the notice of his 4 
readers. The author of this fcheme (planned, 
by the bye, as an introduction chiefly to a 
flill more daring one) was Nimrod, the 

■ 

• Gen. it* t f « See the marginal reading; theTarg. of Onke- 
tos, and of Jon. B. Uziel; Bochart. Phaleg lib. iv. c. xii. 
p. 259, &c. Others, following the reading of the text, maintain* 
that Ahur built Nineveh, and not Nimrod. 

f If we fuppofe Ninus to be the fame with Nimrod, the mairf 
lines of this account, however diftorted, may yet be traced in the 
hiftory of Ctefias, copied by Diodorus Siculus, Biblioth. Hiftor. 
lib. ii, in principio* 

tyl 3 grandfon 
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grandfon of Ham ; whom the Scripture ftiles 
in our verfion, " a mighty hunter before 
the Lord 8 ;" but fome of the ancient inter- 
prefers of Scripture, « a mighty rebel againjl 
the Lord V 

That he was indeed a " rebel," his very 
name implies 5 : and that his rebellion con- 
fitted principally in idolatry, is the general 
fuffrage of all antiquity. That he conveyed 
his idolatrous principles and practices into 
every place, where he carried his arms, is 
not only probable from the early cuftom, 
which obtained in the world, of obliging 
the conquered nations to embrace the reli- 
gion of the conquerors; but is inconteftably 

i Gen. x. 9. 

* The Jcrufalcm Tar^um, as alfo that of Jo?;. B. Uziel, 
tranflates the words thus— Ipfe (Nimrod) incepit efie potens in 
peccato, ct ad rebellandum coram Domino in terra. Vide in 
Cien, x. 8. Ita lxx. Tlyx; Ux>%o> jtvgla. 

1 The name *H2J Nimrod corner from *HQ rebellavjt, and . 
was given him by his enemies, the Aflyrians, who were descended 
from Shem. His prior name, among hi^ own people, was pro-i 
bsibty or *7^, Bpal or Bel ; and that of his city ^ H'l 
Beth-Bel — to both which named refpcdtively there feems to, be a 
keen and clofc allufpn in, the fubfecment words anc * ^H*- 
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certain from the traces we find, and the ac- 
counts we read of him, in ancient authors. 
Itls exprefly faid, that he taught the Chal- 
deans, Perfians, and Aflyrians the worfliip 
of FiRE k ; and, that he introduced among 
them the ufe and exercifeof magical arts — for 
which he was highly celebrated by the 
magi. A plain proof how very faft, and 
extenfively wide, his idolatrous inftitutions 
prevailed in the world. 

Now, as thefe practices and opinions pre- 
vailed, the true religion muft of courfe de- 
cline ; and more efpeciaUy in thofe regions 
that were fubjeft to the dominion of this in- 
fidel tyrant. But thofe were chiefly the re- 
gions inhabited by the defendants of Shem : 
which leads us to account, in a very eafy 
manner, for that hitherto unaccountable 
phaenomenon, « The early corruption of this 
iacred line ; even in its pureft and moft 
facred branch.* 1 For it is not improbable, 
but this zealous idolater might, as the Jeru- 
ialem Targumift declares he did, make a 

* Clement. Rccognit. lib. I. § xxx. Clement. Homil, IX. 
§ iii, iv. &c. Chron. Alexand. ct Eutych. Annal. 

M 4 decree 
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decree among the people, " that they (hould 
every-where renounce the religion of Shera, 
and embrace Jiis own inftitutions K" 

But Nimrod's project did not terminate 
here. He had ftill farther and more perni- 
cious views. What he had gained by his 
{word, and introduced by his power, he de- 
igned to maintain, confirm and perpetuate. 
His intention, in (hort, was, to form an uni- 
verfal empire ; and to fettle and eftablifh his 
religion and government among all people. 
In purluance of this defign, when he had 
finifhed his conquefts (for fuch is the natural 
order of things, and therefore the real order 
of the hiftory) he fixed his eyes on Babel; 
which, as it " was the beginning" he de- 
termined now to make alfo the capital, of 
his kingdom V Accordingly he enlarged 
and improved it, as a fit feat for the civil 

1 Vfi Ipim, prf? "OKI. Et disk els, "Recedite a 
rcfigione Sera, ct adhxretc ad inftituta Nimix>d " Vide ii\ 
Gen, x. 9. 

In Gen. x. 10. See alfo Ctfsias. ap. D;od. Sicul. uhi 
fupra. Whofc chief errouris, that be miliook Nineveh for Babel 
qr Babylon, . s 

magiftrate j 
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magiftrate; and therein eftabliftied jl civil 
government. He likewife built a tower ia 
it, 44 whofe top (not might reach , as we 
interpolate, but) was confecrated, to the 
heavens n that is, to the heavenly bodies, 
and particularly to the sun; and fo provided 
for the lupport of religion. That this tow^r 
was intended for religious ufe, the altar on 
its top is a plain indication. And though 
the reafon affigned for its pyramidal form, as 
being a proper reprefentation of the Jpiring 
nature of flame or fire, may perhaps be the 
refinement of later ages ; yet, it clearly (hews 
that, in the opinion of thofe ages, it was. 
originally built for a temple of the sun% 
whofe fymbol is Jire 9 that very element,. 
\vhich the builder of this tower firft taught 

* Gen. xi, 4. 

• Herodoius obferves (Lib. I. c. 181, 183.) that the tower 
pf Biibylon was facred to Bel, i. e. to the sun. See p. 114. 
note f . And that facrifices were offered to him on the great 
altar in the upper flory. The pyramids of Egypt, built by this 

* very people, I mean the defendants of Ham, were defigned for 
the fame purpofe; viz. for temples^ as well as fcpukbrcs. Whence 
that of the poet, Votaquc Pyramidum celfas foivuntur ad ajas, 
more in Tegison of Idolatry, ch. iv. p. 42, &c. 

the 



Digitized by Google 



i 7 o SERMON VII. 

the nations to worftiip ; and now intended 
they (hould worlhip for ever. 

Such was his grand projeft. And in order 
to bring his people the more readily to em- 
brace this project, he artfully told them — 
that it was the only way " they could make 
themfelves a name*" the only way they 
could advance themfelves to dignity and re- 
nown ; and maintain their fuperiority over 
the reft of the world — that, if they broke 
this league and union, and divided into fe- 
parate parties, they would fall into the fnare 
that was laid for therm; would be eafily 
vanquiihed in that ftate of difperfion ; and 
lb, being made (laves to their brethren, 
would become an ignoble and namclejs race, 

i* Gen. xi. 4. Faciamus nobis ED&f nomen\ fhmam, celcbrita- 
tem. Sic, Gen. vi. 4. Mi heroes a ftculo Dt^H •W 
minis 3 nobiles, celebres. Job xxx. 8. Filii T3Vf abfque 
nomine; milfius nominis, ignobiles. Schindl i , k . Lcxic. in 

■ dice natf- 

n For Jofcphus fays, UpaSl'titm tw -n?* th ©«5 yv«- 

pxs, x. t. A. u that to their difobediencc to the divine will, they 
;»dded the fufpicion, that they were therefore ordered to fend out 
feparare colonies, that, being divided afunder, they might the 
more caiily be opj rdred." Antiq. Jud. lib. I. c. iv. § 1. 

This 
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This, it feems, worked on their minds, 
and engaged them all in that bold undertak- 
ing r ; which, had it not been interrupted by- 
heaven, would certainly have Jbeen accora- 
plifhed in a (hort time. For when they 
had once made this beginning, " there was 
nothing,'* humanly fpeaking, (as they were 
all of one language and one mind) that 
could reftrain them from doing whatever 
they farther imagined to do 5 ." They were 
a ftrong and warlike people ; and, having al- 
ready acquired great conquefts, would fbon 
have brought other nations (ignorant of 
arms, and intent only on the cultivation of 
the earth) fubjeft to their authority and 
power : and all thefe nations, thus fubdued, 
they would eafily have incorporated into one 

r Here it may be neceflary to apprize the reader, that I do 
not think Nimrod's people, viz. the defendants of Ham, to be 
the only people engaged in this attempt: many of the other 
line.-, and efpeci&Uy of the line of Shem, whom he had lately 
conquered, probably joined themftlves to him ; admiring his for- 
tune, ftatc, and magnificence. But the principal agents werehii 
pwn people. , 
• £en. xi. 6, 

general 
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general empire, by that ftrongeft band of 
union, the general eftablifhment of the fame 
chit and religious inftitutions. 

Now, had this defign taken place, and 
been effe&ually carried into execution ; the 
whole purpofe of Providence, with regard 
to the world, would have been utterly crofled 
and defeated. For the union of mankind 

4 

under one monarchy would, of courfe, have 
prevented their difpcrfion ; at lead for a con- 
siderable time : Nor would it then have pro- 
ceeded in that orderly manner, in which God • 
had dire&ed it to be carried on. In the mean 
while, the eftablifhment of idoldtry by law 
would have foon fuppreffed, and at length 
extinguiflied, the true religion. And then, 
impiety and immorality of every kind (al- 
ready, doubtlefs, but too rife among them) 
would have continually increafed, and ex- 
fended their contagion : and this concerted 
univerfai empire would neceflarily have 
become one horrid fcene of univerfai wicked- 
nefs 

1 Revel, examined, &c. vol, II. diflert* ill. p, 99, &c. 

When 
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f When the adjuftment of things, not pnly 
pointed, but had begun to operate to this 
*deftru£Uve end; it is furely no more than 
what reafon leads us to expeft, that God, 
in compaflion to mankind, as well as in vin- 
dication of his own authority, fliould gra r 
cioufly exert his power, and employ fuch 
means as his wifdom ftiould dire&, to defeat 
fo ruinous a projeft. Agreeably therefore to 
this expectation, the Lord is reprefented as 
coming down from heaven " to fee the city 
and the tower-—" to infpefl: the fcheme of 
religion and governmsnt—?- u which the chil- 
dren of men," thefe daring infidels, "had 
ptanned and ere&ed." And finding it fo con- 
trary to the real intereft and happinefs of 
mankind, he immediately enters into this 
.refolution : — " Go to, let us go down, and 
, there confound their language, that they 
may not underftand one another's fpeech. 
I So the Lord fcattered them abroad from 
i thence," fays the text, " upon the face of all 
the parth : and they left off to build the 
city u ." And by what means he effected their 

8 Gen.xi. 7 ; 8, 

difperfion, 

» 
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difperfion, is more particularly explained in 
the following verfe : — " Therefore is the 
name of the city called Babel" (viz. confa- 
fori) i€ becaufe the Lord did there confound 
the language of all the earth: and from 
thence did the Lord fcatter them abroad on 
the face of all the earth that is, when 
God, by the confufion of their language, 
had divided them into diftin£t tribes ; the 
natural confequence was, that thofe tribes, 
feparating from each other, formed themfelves 
into fo many diftinft nations ; and finally 
fettled in diftindt parts of the world y. 

And here, it is worth our while to obferve, 
in the 

Second place, How apt an inftance this is, 
as well of the wifdom, as of the power of 
God : where we fee it fo amazingly fitted in 
every refpeft to the circumftances of things, 
and the proceedings of this people : fitted to 
defeat and overthrow their fcheme— fitted 
to convince them of their folly and madnefs 
in concerting it— and equally fitted to de- 

* Gen. ix. 9* 

* Hhstiavs apud Euses. Pr. Er. lib, ix. cap. 15. 

r liver 
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liver the world from the mifchlefs intended 
by it. 

As their fcheme was planned, in defiance 
of heaven, to keep them clofe and united to- 
gether, in order the better to obviate the* 
curfe that was denounced againft them ; 
what can we conceive more efFe&ually 
adapted, to render them fenfible of the ab- 
surdity of their attempt, than this ftrange 
confufion of their language?— whereby the 
Almighty difunited them again; and fo re- 
duced them to that divided ftate, which muft 
neceflarily expofe them to the whole weight 
of the maledi&ion ? And that this was ef- 
fected by the hand of God they muft needs 
perceive from the nature of the tranfa&ion.. 
For as their language (to (peak at the loweft) 
could be confounded only, by dividing it 
into feveral dialefts ; and giving their organs 
a new, inftantaneous ply, diverfly adapted 
to the different inflections, tones, and modi- 
fications of thofe feveral diale&s*; fo the 

aftual 

z Various, I kio;v, are th: fenriments of the learned on this 
r»bje&. Moll cf them, however, admit — that the language of 
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a&ual introdu&ion of fuch confufion mufl 
evidently be the refult of divine power: a 
power which (hewed them, in this inftance 
as in many others, how £afy it was for him* 
" to make the devices of the people of none 
effect, and bring to nought the counfels of ' 
princes 1 . 

And as they united together, not only for 
their own defence, but alfo with a view of 

« _ 

reducing the pofterity of Shem and Japheth 
under the power and dominion of their fole 
monarchy — in confequence of which idoia* 
try and wickednefs muft have increafed 
among them ; what furer method could 
Providence contrive, to free the world from 
the tyranny of Nimrod; to reftore it back to 

thefe builders was certainly confounded. And as the degree of 
confufion here fpecified, wasfufficient to anfwer the end propofedj 
fo, that it was in reality no greater, the radical affinity^ Hill fub* 
fitting between the feveral oriental languages, feems to me to be a 
?lain proof. Confult Is* Casaub. in Adverfariis, De Lingua- 
rum Confkfione* Many are of opinion, that new languages were 
now introduced. Bat furely there is a great deal of difference be* 
tween firming new languages (of which the Scripture fays not a 
word) and confounding that which was before in ufe* 

* Pf. xzxiiL io. 

... • . . 

5 . . jts 
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its primeval divifions ; and to hinder its 
being corrupted in any higher degree from 
that quarter, than this which he now em* 
ployed ? For by thus confounding the lan- 
guage of Nimrod and all his adherents, and 
thereby dividing them into feparate, enfeebled 
parties ; God did not only open a way for 
the conquered nations to affert their liberty, 
and migrate according to the patriarchal 
appointment ; but he likewife cut off, ina 
great meafure, all farther connexion, inter- 
courfe, and communication between them 
and this wicked people ; and even between 
the feveral divifions of this very people them- 
felves: which muft neceflarily reftrain the 
overflowings of iniquity, by dividing the 
current, and reducing it into narrower 
bounds. 

But this is not all. For the judgment we 
are now confidering, however fevere, was 
mercifully calculated as well to improve this 
wretched people, as to blefs and benefit the 
reft of the world. In coufequence of the 
confufion, they divided, of courfc, into fo 

Vol. I. N many 
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many diftinft and different fotieties, as there 
were different languages fpoik&i among them* 
Now, as thefe feveral ibcietk$ (feparating, I 
apprehend* under a divine imptilfe, and there- 
fore according to thcdivinedefignatiou) would 
form themfelves, whenever they fettled, into 
diftinft governments, wilder their feveral 
heads; fo thefe feyerai governments rauft 
neceffarily contribute,, in a very eminent de- 
gree, to the reftraint of vice, and the acfc- 
vancement of virtue. For, being conftitu*- 
tionally obliged, each of them r to provide 
for the general good; they rou-ft need* 
take care, that the condudt and behaviour 
of every individual (hould confpue to the 
welfare and happinefs of the whole. But 
the welfare of every fociety depends, in 
a ipecial manner, on the peace and har- 
monv, on the courage and fidelity, and 
on the induftry r temperance, and frugality* 
which reign among thofe who compofe it. 
And therefore the members of fuch new- 
formed ftates muft, and \ve fuppofe did* 
zealoufly cultivate, and diligently exert 
,7 >; thefe: 
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thefe neceflkry virtues for their own ad- 
vantage. 

Add to this, that the very jealoufies and 
emulations which muft unavoidably arife be- 
tween ftate and ftate ; the neceffity of defend* 
ing themfelves one againft another ; and the 
ambition of equalling or excelling each other: 
Thefe muft keep them conftantly on thek 
guard, and attentive to the ftridleft difci^- 
pUne\— -And as they were, on the one hand, 
fordhkmeaos to with-hold them from every 
thing bafe and injurious ; fo were they, oa 
the <rther, as powerful incentives to great, 
noble, and praife-worthy a&ions. And what- 
ever, be it remembered, was gained hereby 
to the account of virtue, was fo much more 
than could poflibly have been obtained, had 
the world continued, as was now projected, 
under the loofe adtxuniftration of one gene- 
ral empire* t • , 

But this divifion of nations carried with 
it another advantage ; and became fubfer- 

* BufcNEfT f 8 B. Left. voU. II. p. 131. 8vo* 

N 2 vienf 
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vient to a ftill higher end. It laid the foun- 
dation for a more natural, and more equal 
difpenfation of things. For, under this cir- 
cumftance, Providence could diftribute both 
rewards and puniihrncnts, in feparate and 
exa<fl proportions, according to the defertsof 
every ft ate- If any ftate became fignally 
virtuous above its neighbours; God might 
blefs it with fignal favours, without its neigh- 
bours partaking of the benefit : or, if it un- 
happily funk into vice and wickedneis, there 
was now no need of any immediate correc- 
tion from above ; but one people might be 
raifed tocorredt and punilh the faults of ano- 
ther, without the deftru&ion of either. And 
if any people, regardlefs of thefe fiighter in- 
flictions, fhould continue ftill incorrigibly 
wicked, God might fafely cut them off, 
without any danger of hurting the reft. 
Nay, their excifion would be attended with 
this falutary effect;; that it would ferve as a 
warning and caution to others, not to offend 
1 y the like crimes, for fear they fliould fall 
wider the like punishment. And all this, 

furely, 
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finely, muft be no fmall check to the feduc- 
ing influence of bad examples, and the de- 
finitive contagion of vice. 

Having thus traced the rife and pro- 
grefs of idolatry and wickednefs in the 
firft ages after the flood : And having * 
alfo explained how wifely and properly the 
prefent difpenfation, the confufion of lan- 
guages, and the difperfion of nations, was 
calculated to reftrain this growing im- 
piety; and to preferve the knowledge of 
God in the world; I have only one re- 
flection to make ; and that reflexion is 
this — that we ftiould never defpair of the 
final fuccefs, and firm eftablifliment of true 
religion. It has been indeed often op- 
prefled ; and it may be fo again. But as 
it is the religion of God, God, we may 
depend, will protect and fupport it. How- 
ever unfavourable the circumftances of 
things may, at times, appear; yet the mar- 
vellous wifdom of Him, who has the go- 
vernment of the world in his hands, and . 
who is fo vifibly concerned in the caufc 

N 3 o( 
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of this religion, will make " all things 
work together at laft" for its real « good" 
and advantage. If we look, at the time 
here commemorated, to the city of Babel, 
and the plains of Shinar ; if we refle<3 
on the decree which was then made, 
" ** that people (hould fQrfake the God of 
Shem, and caft off his religion and wor- 
fhip c ;" the profpeft, it muft be owned, is 
fad and difmal. But when we purfue .the 
Tiianifeftations of Providence, and confider 
the effe&s of his fubfequent operations ; 
ivhat comfort muft it afford qs to find again 
at a future period-^that from this very 
place, and from thefe very plaim> there 
iflued forth another decree, ftri&ly com* 
manding u all people, nations, and languages, 
to honour the God of the defendants of 
Shem; and to confefs that He alpne is 
the living God, and ftedfaft for ever ; and 
his kingdom that which (hall not be de- 
' ftroyed? d ." 

« See note (') p. 168. 

* Dan. vu 25, 26. cj». iii. 29. 

'.. P Lord, 
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O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! 
and how adorable art thou in all thy doings, 
O King of Saints ! To Thee therefore, with 
the Son and Holy Ghoft, be afcribed, as is 
mod due, all honour and glory, &c. Amen. 
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Gen. xii. i — 3. 

And the Lord /aid unto Abram y Get thee out 
of thy country y and from thy kindred, and 
from thy father's houfe, unto a land that 
I will Jhew thee. 

And I will make of thee a great nation, and 
I will blefs thee, and make thy name great ; 
and thou Jhalt be a blejjing. 

And I will blefs them that blefs thee, and curfe 
him that curfeth thee : and in thee fhall all 
families of the earth be blejfed. 

TH O U G H the laft-mentioned difpen- 
fation — the confufion of languages, 
and the difperfion of nations confequent 
thereupon — gave fome check to the progrefs 
of vice and idolatry j yet is it evident, from 

the 
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the accounts we have of the fucceeding ages, 
that it did not entirely flop it. The depra- 
vation had been, alas! fo warmly foftered, 
and had gained, as we have feen, fuch growth 
and vigour, under the government of Nim* 
rod, that it flill furvived this fignal judg- , 
ment ; and, fpreading itfelf with the fpread- 
ing nations, foon prevailed over the whole 
world. For when the family of Shem f 
who had peculiar motives to attach them 
to God, are known to have deviated very 
early c into the worlhip and fervice of falfe 
deities ; what elfe can we think of the reft 
of the nations, who manifeftly enjoyed much 
fewer advantages, but, th?t they accordingly 
funk into grofler idolatries? • 

Whm mankind, thus univerfally im- 
merfed in idolatry, had loft the knowledge 
of God and his religion ; how neceflary was 
it for their real happinefs, that fome new 
meafures (hould be employed, to bring ehem 
back to the recognition of his fovereignty, 
and the obfervance of his pure wo r (hip ! 

• 

• * 1 

c In about 400 years after the flood, for which we have ac- 
counted iti the lail dilcourfe, p. 167. 

But 
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But to reftore at once the true religion, and 
to preferve it in any degree of purity, among # 
a world of people ib thoroughly depraved, 
would certainly have been a difficult, if not 
indeed an impracticable talk. To facilitate 
therefore, and finally to fecure this neceflary 
point, God, in wifdom as well as kindnefs, 
called forth Abraham from his country and 
kindred, and made him the father of a new 
race and better generation : which was to be 
kept fequeftered from the reft of the nations : 
and trained up in the true knowledge and 
worfhip of Himfelf, and in the true faith of 
that fundamental principle of revealed reli- 
' gion, and powerful motive to virtuous obe- 
dience — the promile of a Redeemer. ; ■ > 
Now Abraham was fixed upon, not from 
any fondnefs or partial affeftion, but becaufe 
he was a perfon of eminent chara&er, and 
endowed with proper qualifications for the 
purpofe : one who had already given fuffi- 
cient teftimony of his averfion to idolatry, 
and of his firm attachment to the God of 
heaven. For he had boldly maintained 
againft his own country-men,"thatthere was 

but 
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but one God, the creator of the univetfc : 
and that the other gods,'- whom they ado- 
red, — the fun, moon and ftars — " were only 
inftruments in his hands : and if they con- 
tributed any thing to the happinefs of men, 
that each of them afforded it by his appoint- 
ment ; and not by their own power f . And, 
in defence of this do&rine, he had been, if 
we may believe Maimonides, in imminent 
danger of lofing his life*. 

As he was therefore a perfon well difpofed 
towards God, himfelf; fo God foreknew, 
that he would take care " to command his 
children, and his houihold after him, to 
obferve and keep the way of the Lord h ;" 
and thereby approve himfelf an agent fit, 
in every refpedt, to be intrufted with the 
conduit of that grand defign, which he was 
chofen to guide and carry forwards. 

But, though God made choice of Abraham 
and his pofterity for the guardians of his 

f Joseph. Antiq. Jud. lib. I. c. vii. § U 
R Mor. Nevoch. p. in. c. xxix. Vide Hotting. Smcg. 
Orient, c. viii. § 19, 
* Gen. xviii. 19. 

true 
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true religion ; and confequently favoured 
them with peculiar privileges; yet is it by 
no means to be fuppofcd, that he dropt his 
regard for the reft of the world, and had no 
farther concern for other people. The dif- 
peniation was meant for the general good ; 
for the common benefit of ail mankind. For 
the text exprefly informs us, that by and 
from the call of Abraham, " all the families 
of the earth were to derive a bleffing." And 
it was no fmall part of this bleffing, that 
God, having appointed him and the fuc- 
ceeding patriarchs to be the public vouchers 
of his being and providence, fent them out 
to bear his name before the nations ; to cor- 
re£t the errours they had unhappily imbibed ; 
and to inftruffc them in the ways of truth' 
and righteoufnefs. . ... 

In confeqnence therefore of this appoint- 
ment, and in purfuance of this gracious de- 
fign, we meet thefe holy men in the moft 
renowned and confpicuous places — in Chal- 
dea, Canaan, and Egypt, \the fofter-lands 
and nurferies of idolatry — we meet them, I 
fay, in. thefe places, proclaiming and an- 
1 nouncing 
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nouncing the unity of the Deity; affertinrg 
his fupremacy againft all oppofition* ; raif- 
ing altars to the honour of his majefty k ; 
and invoking him, in their folemii a£ts* 
under the diftinguiflied character of * the 
moft high God, the creator of heaven and 
earth?;" . > '.V . % J • i 

; Add to thefe, the frequent conferences 
they are faid to have held with the ptiefts of 
the nations among whom they fopuxfted; 
and the conclufive arguments they are re^- 
ported to have brought in confutation of their 
vain opinions m ; and what can you conceive 
better adapted, either to reform the igno- 
rance of thole nations, or to confirm the faith 
of their own people ? For as thefe conferences, 
in which they difplayed a vaft fuperiority of 
knowledge and wifdom, could not fail of 
corrciftingj in fome degree, the popular er- 
rours and fuperftitions of the times; aud of 

* Joseph. Ant. Jud. et Maim. Mor. Nev. ubi fupra. 

* Gen* kit. 7, 8.~xiH. il«-~xxtL 2^. — 3txvili. >3, 
xkxjU. 20* — xxxv. 7. 

1 Gen. xiv. 22. Heb. ^{tf OtttP HJp lxx.*0 5 Mot tJ> 
l^tt, *> & yfc Vide Lul dc Dieu i n loc. 

* Vid* JobRrit. Maim, HoTTlMOfrR. ubi fupra. 

_ bringing 
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bringing thofe, with whom they converfed* 
to a jufter notion of Gad and his providence $ 
fo the conftant pradtice they ufed, of letting 
up altars, where-ever they came* for the 
'Worfhip of the true God, was not only art 
exemplary proof of their own high fenfe of 
the divine majefty, and their continual de* 
pendance upon him; but alfo a noble and ex- 
cellent method to teach and encourage their 
children and families to " fet the Lord ever 
before them, and in all their ways to ac- 
knowledge Him." ; 

It is alfo to be obferved* that thefe pioufe 
patriarchs were highly favoured in all their 
migrations ; and eminently dilHnguiftied 
among the neighbouring princes. Even 
" kings were reproved for their fakes," And 
as thete kings were acquainted with their 
prophetic chara&er, and defired their prayers 
and interceffion with God n ; fo the relief 
they obtained, in confequencfc of that inters 
ceffion, muft needs difpofe both them £nd 
their fubje£$, to liften for the future with 
more attention to thofe fpiritual exhortation^ 

counfeb, 
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counfels and inftruclions, which thefe holy 
men of God moft probably joined to the 
other inftances of their kindness. 

■ ■ 

Nor (hould it here be forgotten, that their 
numerous tribes of 44 men-fervants and maid- 
fervants," whether received as prefents, or 
purchafed with money, became in the event, 
by the care they took of their education and 
condudt, juft fo many profelytes, gained over 
to the true religion. 

So early did the promife, " that in 
Abraham and his pofterity the feveral na- 
tions of the earth fhould be blefled," begin 
to operate in the world : and fo comprehend 
five was it, as to take in all ranks and de- 
grees among them; and efpecially thofe of 
the lowed rank ; who perhaps then, as in 
the days of the Gofpel, were of all others the 
moft fincere, and the moft open to convic- 
tion. And with regard to thefe menial fer- 
vants, as they were commanded, " though 
ftrangers," to be circumcifed ; and accord- 
ingly partook, with the Abrahamic feed, df 
the rite of circumcifion ° ; we may juftly, I 

• Gen. xviu 12, 13. 

think, 
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1 think, look upon them, art a kind of 11 firil- 
fruits 6f the Gentiles f who carried in theit 
admiffidn a manifeft token, that, nbtwith- 
ftaflding the peculiarity then eftablifted, all 
the Gentiles would be adopted at lad, and 
fhare the benefits of the divine covenant. 

In a fcheme of fuch confequence, evi- 
dently calculated fdr the common good; 
but attended in the execution with great dif- 
ficulties, it is natural to expect, that the 
hand of Omnipotence would be often exerted 
for the fupport of its feveral parts. Indeed; 
the patriarchal age was altogether ah age of 
tniracles — which every eye, that views the 
circumftances tinder which they" were 
wrought, may eafily difcover the propriety 
bf j and which therefore require no diftinft 
Or particular explanation. Sortie of thefe 
tairacles manifeftly tended to comfort and 
fuftain the patriarchs in their troubles ; and 
others to animate and fpur them on iri their 
great and arduous undertakings. But they 
ail confpired to render therii powerful, illu- 
ftrious and eminent; And that power and 
eminence, to which they were advanced, 
Vol. I. O ferved 
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fervid to promote the general defigh, and* 
to forward the fcheme of Providence. For, 
as the intercourfe and converfation of the 
patriarchs brought the true, genuine religion 
to the knowledge of the nations ; fo drd 
their profperity and marvellous fuccefles re- 
. commend it likewife to their pra&ice. For 
lince all the people among whom they fo- 
journed, were every where attentive to the 
concerns of this world, and eagerly ambi- 
tious of temporal grandeur ; it was> but na- 
tural for them, when they obferved the prof- 
perity of the worihipers trf Jehovah, to make 
. inquiry — what God he was, that could con- 
; fer fuch bletfings ; and what kind of fervices 
could procure and a(certain them : it was but 
natural for them to worftifp him loo after 
the like manner, in expe&ation of receiving 
the like rewards, 
i Nor is this only a fpecious furmife of 
what might poflibly be, but rather a plain 
• and limple narration of what really was, the 
cafe. For ieveral of the Eaftern nations 
, appear to have adopted the patriarchal rites; 
^and to have reformed their religion to, what 

■ they 
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they .thought, ,the patriarchal purity. It* 
proof of what is faid,< let it here be rerparked, 
that as hifttiry informs us, of Abraham's 
converging on the fubjedt of religion with the 
moft learned Egyptians ; and of his being 
highly efteetfied and honoured by them p ; fo 
we have reafon to conclude from the fame 
hiftory,- that they derived, among other re- 
ligious inftitutesy the rite of circumcifion,- 
which they pra&ifed, from him; But ftiould 
this be doubted, certain however we are-~ 
that the Magians, Sabians, Perfians and 

* 

/ Indians* all gloried in him, as the great re- 
former of their religion *. And of the Per- 
fians it is recorded in particular, that they 
atdhered fo ftridtly to. this reformed religion; 
as to keep clear of the moft grofs idolatry for 
ag^s and ages after. Nor is this any more, 
than what might reafonably be expected 
from other people, as well as from the in- 
habitants of Perfia. For whatever improve- 
ments Abraham introduced into the religion' 
( • ■ , 

p Joseph." Ant. Jud.' Kb. I. c. yiii. § i. . 
i Hyde De ReL Vet. Perf. c. ii. iii. Pride aux's Conned 
»* I.\b. iv. an. 486. 
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of the feveral nations ; thefe, we may fup* 
pofe* the reft of the patriarchs,, wherever 
they came, were felicitous to cultivate, pro* 
rnote, and confirm, as for thsir iafttience 
extended. 

But the care w&ich thdgteat Father of the 
tmiverfe thus gracieufly employed for the re- 
formation and amendment of the world at 
large, was now to be more ei^fcciailly dire&ed 
and applied to the welfare-' and fecurity of 

• • • 

his pecwliar people. The chofen* braach of 
Abraham's family was at this tkiw increaC- 
ing very fa ft. And as they were to be kept, 
for the prefervation of their reKgidii,- in a* 
ftate feparate from all othei' riatioiis ; fb it 
became neccflary, that a fuitable place fliould 
fee provided for them, where fhey might 
commodioufly and fesurely live by them- 
felves. But, fince the World around them 
was already inhabited, it is hard to conceive 
where they could live ft* fequeftered, nnlefe 
they were removed into fome defolate coun- 
try ; which yet, would have been utterly 
inconliftcnt withy and entirely fubverfive of, 
the principal defigp of their reparation. Foe 

as 
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as they were feparated not fo much for 
!th6\t own fake, as for the fake of the whole 
EWorld ; for the conveyance and propagation 
of the true religion $ it was therefore necef- 
fary, for the benefit of the world, that they 
ihould be feen, known, and obferved; and 
that they fhould be converted with likewife, 
in fome drftant manner, by the feveral people 
around them. Now ail this npanifeftly tenets 
to increafe the difficulty. For to Jbe totally 
feparated from* and yet, at the fame time, 
perpetually converfant with, ot!>e* people ; is 
what appears, according to human eftitrca- 
tion* abfolutely impra&icable. " But what 
i$ impoflible with man, is very poflible with 
Cod." And here we canpot but admire his 
-wifdom, who found out, and evacuated a 
land for them; I mean that of Goftien ; in 
♦every refpeft fuitable to the .purpofe : A land, 
where they might live diftinft by them- 
felves, and yet daily converfe with the moft 
celebrated nation then upon earth : A land 
lately deferted by the Jhepherd kings and their 
^abj^dts ; and therefore the moft fitly adapted 

Q 3 for 
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for the reception of Jhepherds again'. Nof 
can we lefs admire his goodnefs, who, when 
he had < c fpied out this land for *hem," 
was pleafed to detach " from his country 
and kindred" another perfonof eminent qua- 
lities and great piety ; and to fend hiim* — 
" even Jofeph", who was fold to be a bond- 
fervant'— " as a kind of ambafl'ador before 
|hem, to procure an intereft for their fettle- 
ment in it; 

Now a (lave in a ftrange country muft 
appear to human view a very uiipromifing 
inftrument of fucccfs in a matter of fuch im- 
portance, But the lower his condition was 
at firft, the better it ferved to illuftrate the 
interpofals of divine Providence in the feve- 
ral ftages of his advancement afterwards. 
For the hand of God is vifible in every ftep ; 
and his Wonders enter into almoft every 

• . ! 

-* vSce Bryants Observations on the ancient Hiftory of 
Egypt/ &c. p. 140, &c. Art. " Of the Shepherds in Egypt, arid 
the Land of GoOien," and the other Articles connc&ed there- 
with. See particularly p. 159. And Le Clbrc's Com. on 
Gen. xlvi. 34. only what he fays of the Egyptian (hould be 
irar^fcrrcd to the Arabian Jhepherds. "' '* ,k 

' FfaL cv. 17; " ■ - \- 

tran faction, 

■ 
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tranfa&ion. Thefe wonders performed in 
favour of Jofeph, are too numerous to be 
recited, and too obvious to be explained. 
This only need we remark concerning them, 
that in whatever degree they promoted his 
particular and perfonal lntereft ; in the very 
fame degree they contributed alfoto advance 
the general defign of his miflion ; to ope;i 
the way for a more favourable reception of 
his brethren and their families, and for their 
more commodious fettlement, whenever they 
came. 

When God had thus, tw the mediation of 
Jofeph, provided for the fettlement of the 
children of Ifrael \ he then introduced them 
into the land of Egypt under all the advan- 
tages, with which they could poffibly wifli 
to be introduced. Their relation to Jofeph, 
who was univerfally efteemed, recommended 
them to the favour of the king and his fub- 
je&s. In confequence of this favour, they 
were placed in* a large and fertile diftri£t ; 
Where they multiplied, and grew, and ga- 
thered ftrength ; and yet, by their very occu- 
pation, were ftill kept a fepantfe people. 
: O 4 ' Her* 
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Here they lived after their own manner; and 
not only enjoyed the free exercife of their 
religion thepnfelves, but had alfo many and 
frequent opportunities of imparting fome- 
thing of it to others around them. For it is 
very apparent frpm^he Mofaip hiftory, that 
the Hebrews were neyer held in fuch de- 
teftation or abhprrepce by the Egyptian^ 
but that they would freely conyejrfe, though 
" they might not eat bread, with them 1 ." 
^ In thefe ponverfations, then, it co^ld not 
be, but that a people fo fignally (upported by 
the Lord, woujd be continually extolling the 
excellency of his majefty — rehearfing the 
wonders of his various difpenfations^-and fo 
infilling into the minds of \hp Egyptian* 
noble ideas of his being and providence— • 
the fureft foundation of virtuous improve- 
ment. 

* 4 

What effe&s the irruption of the Cufeai} 
fliepherds, and their lqng tyrannical domi-- 
nion over the land of Egypt, had produce^ 
before on the religion of its inhabitants, we 
cannot precifely determine. But as we know 

1 Gen. xjiii. 32. 

* « 
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they were grofs idolaters, and brought with 
them all the rites and inftitutions of Zabian- 
ifm, together with the worftiip of fire ; it 
is certain they could not improve, but muft 
rather debafe, the religious fentiments of that 
people u ; — who, yet, muft become ftill more 
perverted in their morals, by the continual 
exertions of thofe hoftile paflions, which 
they were daily provoked to exercife in oppo- 
fition to their cruel oppreffors. For a ftate 
of perpetual war and confufion is a ftate of 
perpetual wickednefs and immorality. 

And if the confufed and opprefled ftate of 
the Egyptians tended thus, for a length of 
time, tQ efface the truth, and diminift the 
power of religioa among them ; what can 
you imagine better adapted to reftore the 
pra&ice of piety and virtue, than the mar- 
vellous exaltation of Jofeph ? Being adopted 
into tjhe order, and placed af the head, of 
the priefthood; his gratitude to God, as well 
as his concern for the welfare of the people, 
would doubtlefs prompt him to communi- 

, » Vide Manith. apud. Josbph. contra Ap ion, lib. L § 14. 
And Bryant's Obfervation*, &c. p. 1 50. . 

' : * cate 
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cate to them fo much of the true, genuine 
religion, as they were capable of receiving, 
and applying to their profit. If " h6 in- 
formed their princes after his will," he cer- 
tainly could not forget to " teach their fe- 
nators this true wifdom And whatever 
ordinances he might think proper to make 
in relation to this fubject ; his redu&ion of 
the feverai provinces into one "kingdom 
tinder the government of one mbnarch 1 , 
made it eafy for him to convey and eftabliffi 
them throughout the land. Add that he 
thought proper, in faft, to make fome de- 
crees, and ena£t certain ftatutes, which, we 
may juftly fuppofe, had reference to religious^ 
as well as civil matters, is exprefly aflerted 
of him y. Nor did his decrees fail of their 
effect. For it is vifible, I think, on the face 
of the hi'ftory, that the Egyptians became, 
iinde/- his wife adminiftration, much better 
men, and much better fubje£h, than they 

feeip to have been before. 1 ' } - - > 

• «. , 

* Pfal. CV. 2 2. 

y The Tareums make frequent mention of the decrees or 

*. • • . ., • « 

fixtures ot Joseth. 

- If 
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If they fell off and degenerated afterwards; 
if, upon the acceffioirof a > 4 new/* and more 
arbitrary, U king into the throne of Egypt;'* 
one < c who knew not," that is, as Onkelos* 
explains it, ft wlio approved not the ftatutes 
of, Jofeph;" if at this rime, I fay, they 
hegan to relapfe into vice and fuperftition ; 
how kindly and beneficently was it ordained 
by heaven, that the Ifraelites Ihould then 
4iwell among them-^— hold tip to them the 
light of truth — and {hew them the paths of 
virtue and goodnefs ? . . 

That the Ifraelites then kept firm to their 
religion, and held forth to their neighbours 
a good example (however they might after- 
wards be infe&ed by them) is a point which 
admits of no difpute. It is plainly implied 
in the counfel of this " new kings" that, 
finding them a diftinft people, he had made 
fome attempts to abolifh the diftin&ion ; to 
incorporate them with the reft of the nation, 
and melt them down into the common mafs. 
But, in the fure confidence they had, of being 

1 Targ. in Exod. i. 8. 

* See Ex. i. 10. and the Commentators thereon. 

brought 
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fought at length out of that land ; their di£ 
tindkion and religion they would {till preferve. 
Ahd this, I apprehend, was the firft and 
chief occafion of their affii&ionsj though 
afterwards aggravated oa other accounts. 
Thefe afflictions however* among other ends, 
afforded them fair and frequent opportuni- 
ties of difplaying many noble, though £affire 
virtues. And their difperfion through the 
land* opened at the feme time a ftill larger 
and wider field* wherein they might faw the 
feeds of religion. Nor did the feeds they 
ibwed entirely per'tfh. They (truck root 
among the people ; and produced at length 
no inconfiderabk harveft to the Lord. For 
when the Israelites departed out of Egypt, 
we are exprefly told, that M a great tnulti- 
rude went ailb with ifaatn.*;" who are all, 
with good reafon, fuppofed, to have been to 
many profelytes to the true religion. 

• Exod, xii, 38* Heb. M A numerous mixture." The Targum 
of Jonathan makes them numerous indeed* Vidje i* loc. Of 
thefe How many foevcr they were, Str abo, 011 the ftrength of 
ancient tradition, fays, that, ?• being inftru&cd by Mofe>, they 
renounced their idolatrous worftiip, and accompanied him ift his 
march out? of Egypt," Geogr. lib. xvi p. 760, &c 

• Thus 
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Thus then we fee, which was the point 
to be cleared, that the patriarchal difpenfa- 
tion was gracioufty planned for the general ' 
benefit of the nations: that it was calculated 
to correal their idolatrous opinions, and to 
reform their vitiated manners : that it was 
defigned to infpire the heathens with a due 
fenfe of the being and providence of God ; 
3nd to confirm his peculiar and ehofen people 
in the belief of the promifed Redeemer. In 
Abort, that it was meant and fitted for the 
improvement of all — to prepare the world 
for the reception of that grand bleffing, which 
was to be poured upon it in the fulnefs of 
time. 

Ends thefe, great and good — truly worthy 
of their divine author ! and ends, which, 
accomphflied, claim our warmeft and moft 
grateful praife. 

Therefore, to God the Father, God the 
$011, and God the Holy Ghoft, be afcribed, as 
is moft due, all honour, glory, &c. Amen. 
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J v d f, ver. 7. 

Even as Sodom and Gomorrba, and the cities 
about them, in like manner giving t he mj elves 
over to fornication, and going after Jlrange 

* fl e jk-> are f et firth for an example, fuffering 
the vengeance of eternal fire. 

IT \va9 obferved in a preceding Difcourfe, 
that the confufion of languages, and 
the divifion of nations confequent thereupon, 
were attended, among other effects, with this 
great and peculiar advantage— 44 that God 
<^ould at any time, when a people became 
incurably wicked, cut them off by a flgnal 

deftru&ion, 
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deftru&ion, without hurting the reft of tiiS 
world : nay, that their excifion might even- 
tually ferve, as a kind warning to thofe 
around them, not to offend by the like 
crimes, for fear they fhould fall under the 
like puniflimentV 

Now this we fee moft aftonifliingiy veri- 
fied in the cafe of the people mentioned in 
the text. For " Sodom and Gomorrha* and 
the cities about them, giving themfelves 
over to fornication, and going after ftrange 
flefli, are fet forth" to this day M for an ex- 
ample" to others; being entirely over- 
thrown, and " fuffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire/' 

But before we come to explain the nature 
of this catajlrophe — to vindicate the good- 
fiefs and juftice of God in fo dreadful an in- 
fliftion — and to confider the propriety of it, 
with refpe£t to the ends it was intended tor 
promote Before we come, 1 fay, to dtf- 
cufs thefe points, we muft previoufiy inv6f- 
tigate the real chara&er of the inhabitants of 
thefe cities, in order to difcover what kind 

* Scnnon VII. p. 1 80. 

of 
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of treatment their deeds and pradices could 
equitably deferve. 

Now, as it is well known, that this 
people was a branch of the defendants of 
Ham ; fo it may well be fuppofed, that they 
inherited fomething of the corrupt difpofi- 
tion of the original ftock : upon which when 
they had ingrafted the principles of idolatry* 
it is eafy to perceive what a luxuriant crop of 
evil fluit* would naturally fpring forth among 
them. For idolatry was ever the parent of 
vice : and it doubtlcfs happened to fhis, as 
, to all other people, that, " when they did 
not like to retain God in their knowledge* 
God gave them over to a reprobate mind | 
not only to do thofe things which are not 
convenient 6 , but alfo to work all uncleannefs 
with greedinefs f ." 

By what fteps they proceeded to this ex* 
eefs of wickednefs, and by what fpecial me- 
thods Providence attempted to correct theif 
vices, we are not particularly informed: nor 
is it indeed to be expected we ftiould, in fo 

• Rom. i. 2$. 
i Eph. iv. 19. 

Vol. II. P concife 
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concife a hiftory as that of Mofes. But that 
, they did, however, a&ually proceed to fuch 
enormities, even in fpite of many and power- 
ful motives to the contrary, this hiftory; 
concife as it is, has given us fufficient affur- 
ance. 

When Lot came firft among them* it is 
exprefly faid, that " the men of Sodom were 
then wicked, and finners before the Lord* 
exceedingly * that they were men, who 
had rebelled againft the true God ; had fet 
up the worfhip of falfe deities h ; and, in 
confequence of that worfhip, had plunged 
themfelves into all kinds of vice and immo- 
rality ; — even the deteftable practice of un- 
natural ltffts. 

But befides the influence df a falfe reli- 
gion, there was another caufe which contri- 
buted greatly to the fame effeft : and that 
was the fertility of their country. ThG 
abundance it produced* and the comforts it 
fuppliedj rendered them proud and haughty— 

8 Gen. xiiu 13. 

h Colebant cultura alicmim, ti rebdlabant iu nomen Domini 
TaWe. Targ. in loc* , 

luxurious 
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luxurious and effeminate— -and confequently 
prone to all thofe vices, which are apt to 
flow from fuch difpofitiohs. Hence the pro- 
phet Ezekiel, reproving Jerufalem for her 
wickednefs and idolatries, fays, "Behold, 
this was the iniquity of thy fifter Sodom—* 
Pride, fulttfefs of bread, and abundance of idle- 
hefs was in her, and in her daughters ; neither 
did (he ftrengthen the hand of the poor and 
needy. And they were haughty, and com- 
mitted abomination before me : therefore I took 
them away as I faw fit And fitting indeed 
it was, that the Lord fliould punifli them 
with peculiar feverity, when they obftinately 
continued their wicked practices in plain con- 
tradiction to thofe providential documents, 
that were kindly meant, and excellently 
adapted, to awaken their attention, and lead 
them to repentance and amendment of life. 
For that many fuch providences were ex- 
ercifed towards them, is apparent from the 
account, which the Scripture has given us of 
them. 

* Ch. xvi, 49, $o. Sec alfo Joseph. Aut. Jud. lib. I. 
c *i. § I. 
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. When they began to pride themfelves In' 
their riches, andprefumptupufly toftrengthcu 
tjiemfelves in their wickednefs; God brought 
upon them the king of EJam; who laid them 
under tribute f and held them in flavery twelve 
years This event, 3s it peeeflarily eontri-r 
buted to diminifli their wealth ; fa H mtu* 
xally tended to abate their pride, to fupprefs 
their Injury, to check their vices, and t<f 
quicken their powers in the various esercife 
of laudable induftry. How far it operated 
to thefs good pqrpofes, we cannot be reijain ; 
very probably in no high degree. For they 
were afterwards delivered into the hands of 
their enemies, who punifhed thepa, as well 
for their wickednefs as thw rel^JU^i, by a 
grievous (laughter in the vale of Siddim-^ 
where numbers qf them were killed; and 
the reft were carried away captive 1 . 
. But W the midft of this feverity, God ftili 
remembered mercy. For th§ captivf s wer^ 
♦fbon miraculoufty refcued, apd brought back 
with all their goods, by that degfcuptf 

. ■ • * < • » * ■ . «»••••# 
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favourite of he&ven, the holy patriarch 
Abraham. 

Now thi9 deliverance, which both Abra* 
ham and Melchizedek openly afcribed, hi 
their pretence, to u the moft high God, the 
pofleffor of heaven and earth m ," ought in 
reafon to bave worked on their gratitude— 
to have led them to efteem this great God, 
as their guardian and protestor — and to hav6 
engaged them for the future in his worfhip 
and fervice. 

To guide and encourage them ift this 
fervice they were providentially favoured 
with the example and converfation of Lot : 
A man, who was endowed with eminent 
virtues and great piety; a man, who had 
(hewed himfelf their faithful friend and fted- 
faft ally ; a man, who was a near relation 
of that extraordinary perfon to whofe kind- 
nefs they were indebted for the recovery of 
their liberties, and the enjoyment of all 
they pofl'efled; and confequently a man, 
whofe admonitions and remonftrances would 
have had, one fhould think, their proper 

f Gea. xiv. 19, 20. 

P 3 weight 
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weight and influence upon them. But the 
return of power, and the influx of profperity 
had fo far debauched their minds, and cor- 
rupted their hearts, that they were now be T 
com,e quite impatient of all reftraints, and 
refolutely bent on the full gratification of 
their vicious paffions. Qji therefore they 
went withoqt controul, to the forrow and 
vexation of pious Lot, in their abominable 
and pernicious courfes. «« For that righteous 
man," though he laboured to reclaim theqi 
for twenty years, was unable at laft to make 
any ferious impreflions upon them; but, 
«« feeing and hearing from day to day," the 
repeated inft^nces of their profligate and 
abandoned \vicl^ednefs, fryitlefly tf tor- 
mented his upright foul with their un T 
lawful" and fcand^lous " proceedings fv-" 
lyhieh rofe at length to fuch enormities, 
as were truly grievous and intolerable. Fey: 
to fuch a degree qf impudence and profligacy 
were their actions now grown, that every 
pne, endowed with any fenfe of virtue, who 
read$ their hiftory with the leaft attention, 

? ? ll h 8. 
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muft feel in his bread a ftrong and pungent 
indignation againft them ; and prefage in his 
mind, that God, in vindication of his neg- 
lected juftice, was bound to inflid fome 
fpeedy and remarkable judgment upon 
them. Their guilt was heinous, habitual, 
and general. They were not only " abo- 
minable in their doings,** but unanimoufly 
abominable too. They all combined toge- 
ther in the fame deteftable purpofe. The 
men of Sodom,** fays the text, 4 < compaffed 
the houfe around, both old and young, all 
the people from every quarter 0 .** A combi- 
nation, which proves them to be univerfally 
depraved, beyond imagination, and beyond 
recovery. For when all ranks of men unite 
in vice ; when they commit thofe things 
openly, which " it is a fliame even to fpeak 
of in fecret ;** when the youth have loft all 
reverence for the aged, and dare expofe their 
guilt to them, whom, of all others, they 
fhould hide it from ; when the aged have 
loft all reverence for themfelves, and fear 
not to publifti their fliame to their fons, but 

• Gen. xix. 4. 

V 4 are 
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are rather forward to make them witncfles 
of their guilt aud infamy: when this, I fay, 
is the cafe ; then is coruption evidently ad- 
vanced to its laft ftage — that people is ut- 
terly abandoned— and, having no good prin- 
ciple left, that can be worked upon, is abfo- 
lutely ripe for deftrudtion *. 

Aud yet, even in this cafe, the Lord did 
not deftroy them abruptly ; but firft commu- 
nicated his intention to Abraham ; and then 
allowed him to plead their caufe, and urge 
what he could in arreft of judgment. And 
furely their defence could never have been 
placed in better hands. For, with what de- 
licacy of addrefs, with what foftnefs of ex- 
tenuation, with what earneftnefs of folicU 
tude, and with what conftancy of interceflion 
did he argue for them? His conduct is ini- 
mitable: And his concern and compaffion 
for this devoted people can only be equalled 
by the gracious condefcenfion of God ; who 
mercifully admitted every plea, which Abra- 
ham thought proper to urge in their behalf. 
But Abraham had a proper fenfe, as well of 

r Rev. QKWR. vol. II, diflT. v. p. 222. 

juftice, 

> 

f 

/ 
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juftice, as of mercy ; and wifely confidered, 
what was due to the majefty of God, as 
well as defirable on the part of man. And 
therefore when he perceived, that they were 
totally depraved ; when their fpreading guilt 
had npt left even the fmall number of «• ten 
righteous men among them;" he patiently 
refigned them to the punifhment they de- 
ferved— concluding either from former ex- 
periences, or aflured perhaps by particular 
promife, that favour would be (hewn to 
thofe few who had preferved their integrity; 
and that a way would be opened for their 
fafe deliverance. And here let it be obferved, 
that if the faithful, benevolent, and compaf- 
{ionate Abraham found himfelf in equity 
obliged to give up the caufe of this aban- 
doned people ; it muft certainly be fome 
other principle, than the fenfe of humanity, 
or the love of virtue, that can prompt men 
now to refume their defence ; and arraign 
the juftice of God in their punifhment. But 
their efforts only prove, how miferably vied 
perverts the underftanding. 

Now 
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, Now, the crying guilt of thefe cities being 
fully proved, and expofed to the world, in 
this conference with Abraham ; and there 
being nothing left, which the merciful par 
triarch could alledge farther in bar of judg- 
ment ; M the Lord" then opened the ftorer 
houfe of vengeance ; and c < rained down 
.upon Sodom and Gomorrah fire and brimr 
.ftone out of heaven : and thereby overthrew 
thofe cities, and all the plain, and all the 
inhabitants of the cities, and every thing 
•that grew upon the ground. And lo, the 
ifmoke of the country went qp a$ the fmoke 
of a furnace , 

This tremendous event, thus notified be- 
fore-hand, and attended with i'uch marvel- 
lous circumftances, carried in it a plain in- 
dication of its being brought about, not 
, merely by the fettled agency of fecond 
caufes, (though fome of thefe will appear to 
•have been very properly made ufe of in it) 
•but by the direft and immediate exertion of 
a 4ivine power : and fpr the timely puniftir 
ment of that abandoned race. 

* Gen. xix. 24, 25, 28. 

Should 
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' Should it here be demanded, " why God 
fhould choofe to puntfh them in this, rather 
than in any other manner — *' We return 
for anfwer, that, though there might be 
fbme reafons for it, which we cannot dis- 
cover; yet are there others, obvious enough, 

; which fufficiently juftify the wifdom of Pro- 
vidence ; and fet forth the propriety of this 

1 mode of puniftiment in a very confpicuous 
light. 

If they worfhiped the heavens, and paid 
adoratipn to lights and meteors ; how fully 
muft tfyey, and the nations arpund them, be 
taught and convinced by this ad, that God 
ruleth in thp heavens above, as well as on 
the earth beneath; and that he can, when 
he pleafes, pake " wind and ftorm, thunder 
^nd lightning," the miniftprs of his ven- 
geance pn a finful people? 
. If the fertility of their country, and the 
plenty \t produced, contributed to excite and 
inflame their paflions ; and alfo to fupport ■ 
them in their profligate indulgences ; how 
wifely was it prdained — as a lading memo* 
f jal of God's dilpleafure againft all rioting, 

luxury, 

• 
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luxury, afrd intemperance — that the'whole 
region fliould be burnt tip, and rendered for 
the future utterly fteril? And how aptly 
were the nations thence inftru&ed, that k 
was the firm and fettled' ptirpofe 6f Provi- 
dence, whenever his bounties came to be 
abufed, to 4i make a fruitful land defolate 
and barren, for the wickednefs of them that 
dwell therein T 

And fince the people were all devoted to 
cleftru&ion ; in how fpeedy a manner, and 
with what frugal difplay of extraordinary 
power, was it brought upon them, by acf- 
jufting the means, as here defcribed, to the 
nature and conftitutioil of the foil ? For that 
region, abounding with bitumen, was no 
fooner ftruck by the lightning, than it 
kindled into a flame ; and fuffocated the in- 
habitants by its noxious exhalations Theii 
the fire, running along the veins of this in- 
flammable matter intb the caverns below, 
rarified the air, and produced a violent earth- 
quake ; whereby the cities were inftantly 
overturned: and the ground, at the fame 

. i time, 
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time, flaking down, formed a deep and ex* 
tenfive cavity, which, being foon filled by 
the i n fl u x of ; waters, became sv fea ; 1 \ and 

covered alt/the. plain. 9 * Sq quickly an4 
compendioufly was the defolatipn com- 
pleted—which ftffficteady accounts for this 
mode of .proceeding. • : -r: 

But the propriety,qf k will ftili farther 

appear from the ufc$ that were inteaded to 

• he. feared by it. ' , 

And it was one intention of fignal 
£6tc$r6pht, to imprefc upon the oatiow 
(what they much warned to ,haye i*ipreffe4 
upon them) a full convi&ion of God'e imj»e- 

4iate and cohftant ihlpeftjon mtQ the affair* 
aMctocerna^f mankind ■ —a full cony&iori 
of his not contenting himfelf with governing 
the world by what ure call a general provi^ 
defcee, and thfceftablifoed order of things; 
but of his a&ually intetpoftug _i& a moft exa& 
and particular manner to puniflv fon&e parr 
ticulkr, enormous finis; to imprefs upon them 
a full con Yiftion^ that, however patient and 

j • VkteTarg.«an Gen. xlx. 44. Nen feeerunt pocnitemiam, 
4uoaiam dixerunt, nop majiife^a funr Qqmn Domino opera mala. 

t forbearing 
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forbearirig he might be for a time ; yet* 
when the iniquities of rilen were comd to the 
full, h6 would finally appear as terrible irt 
his judgments, as they Were vile and abo* 
minable in their doings. And that fuch a 
conviction was accordingly made and im* 
preffed upon them, is evident from the cafe 
4)f Abimelech * who, having ignorantly 
taken another man's wife, and being confe* 
quently in danger of committing a crime* 
which bore fome affinity to the fins of 
Sodom, was afterwards mightily concerned 
for his land, left God ftiould deftroy it in & 
limilar manner K ■ • * • 

v Hence then we are led to the confidera* 
tion of another end, that was propofed td be^ 
anfwered by this catajlrophe. It ferved as a 
caution to the feveral nations, not to indulge 
the fame crimes, for fear they lhould fall 
under the fame punifhment. And it is ac* 
cordingly held up continually to their view, 
in the facred writings, by way of check and 
terrour. Thus the prophets, in their ad*. 
dreffes to Babylon, Jerufalem, and other 

» Gen. xx. 7, 8, 94 

profane 



Digitized by Google 



SfiRMON IX. 223 

profane and impious cities, often remind 
them of this event ; and as often threaten 
them* that, if they did not forfake the er- 
rour of their ways, they fhould be fo pu- 
niftied and fearfully overthrown, " as when 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah \ 9% 
Thus alfo the Pfalmift, diflbading the un-» 
godly from their perverfe doings, plainly 
refers them to this miraculous inflidtion* 
both as a proof and example of that divine 
Tengeance, which awaits notorious and im- 
penitent finners. However fecure they may 
think themfelves, yet juftice will certainly 
Overtake them; and " they (hall finally re- 
ceive the due reward of their deeds." For 
« upon the wicked," fays he, " God will 
rain fnares," or quick burning coals, " fire 
and brimftone, ftorm and tempeft. This 
fhall be their portion to drink \" i 
Now as this event was fo admirably cal- 
culated to check the career of unthinking 
finners, and engage their attention to their 

•Deut.xxix. 24-14. If. xiii. 19. Jer. xxiij."i4— xlix. 18*— • 
1. 40. Ez. xxxviii. a a. Amos iv. 11. Zeph. ii. 9. 

• l>r. xi.6. 

• . i*J . moft 
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« 

moft important concerns ; how wifely was 
it provided, that the memory of it (hould 
be conveyed to pofterity, not only by the 
lefs affefting reprefentation of hiftory, but 
alfo by the more amazing vifible corufcations 
of perpetually living fire ? For that this, re- 
gion continued to burn for ages, we find at- 
jefted by feveral authors of great and un- 
doubted credit. 

To pafs by the author of the book of 
Wifdom y , Diodorus Siculus, who lived in 
♦ the reign of Julius Caefar, defcribing the 
Afphaltite lake, which now occupies all that 
fpace where thefa ruined cities formerly 
ftood, tells us, " that the country about it 
was then on fire; and fent forth a grievous 
fmell; to which he attributes the fickly 
conftitufion and Ihort lives of the neigh- 
bouring inhabitants 1 /* 
. Strabo, who flouriflied fooii after, men- 
tions likewife the fea of Sodom by the mif- 
ttken naotf of law Sirbomsi and " fpeaks 
of it as bubbling and emitting fmoke at the 

* • • _ • * • 

f See ch. x. 6— 

* Bib. Hifh lib. xix. , .... 

5 time 

1 
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time he wrote— 4r and moreover adds, that 
*« the broken and burnt rocks, ruins of 
buildings, and cineritious earth, which are 
feen all about it, give credit to the teftimony 
of the people of the country, who fay, that 
Sodom and the other cities, which anciently 
flood in this place, were deftroyed by earth- 
quake and fire 

Tacitus gives nearly the fame account; 
and afferts, that " the traces of the fire were 
ftill vilible in the burnt earth b . ,f 

From thefe teftimonies it evidently ap- 
pears, and ftill more particularly from the 
teftimony of Philo% that this fire lafted, 
without intermiffion, till after the days of 
the Apoftles. And if fo, we may eafily ac- 
count for the phrafeology of the text ; where 
• St; Jude obferves of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
that " they are fet forth as an example, 
iiiffering the vengeance of eternal fireV 

• 

* Geograph. lib. x. 

* Hiftor. lib. v. 

c Vit. Mof. lib. ii. fub fineip. 
< Ver. 7. 

Vol. I. Q For 
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l 

For a fire, which was a&ually burning at 
the time he wrote; and had continued to 
burn for near two thoufand years together e , 
fufficiently juftifies the Apoftle's language in 
applying to it that epithet. — It juftifies alfo 
the application and fentiment of another 
Apoftle, in making it the emblem of that 
ever lofting punifhment, which is referred 
lor the wicked in another life. For thus 
St. John, in plain allufion to the fubjedt - 
before us, delcribes the future ftate of the 
ungodly, and the mifery they are to fuffer 
in the other world — " Their part (hall 
be hi the lake, which burnetii with fire and 

brimftone f . — And the fmoke of their torment 

« ... 

afcendcth up for ever and ever*." 

. Nor was this emblematical ufe of it,. 

• ... 

as a reprefentation of God's eternal ven- 

, * Yea and is probably burning now. For Brochard; 
\rho viiitecUbis lake in the twelfth century, fawit then" flam- 
ing and fmpking like the mouth of hell." Defcrip. Ter. 
Sanctar, p. i. cap. viii. § 35. And later travellers have obferved 
fomething of the like appearance, in proportion to. the quantity 
of the floating bitumen.. 
f Rev. xxi. 8. 
t Ibid. xiv. 11. 

^1 «J geahce* 



Digitized by Google 



SERMON IX. 22; 
geance, on the impieties of mankind, con- 
fined to the limits of divine revelation* 

■ « • • • 

It was lb apt, pertinent, and ftriking, that 
it gained admittance into the heathen my- 
thology. For the poetic rivers of hell, the 
black Cocytusy and the burning Phlegcthon, 
feem to be only, if I may fo fpeakj 
ftreams derived from the Dead fea. But 
neverthelefs, fince thefe fabled rivers, ■ as 
well as the fea to which they refer, ferved 
to work on the apprehenfions of men, and 
thereby to reftrain them from vicious prac- 
tices ; they fo far anfwered the intention 
of Providence, and confpired with his other 
difpenfations to the general improvement and 
happinefs of the world. 

The practical conclufions, which refult 
from the whole, and which juftly merit our 
regard, are thefe. 

That u the Lord alloweth or approveth 
the righteous; but the ungodly, and him 
that delighteth in wickednefs, doth his foul 
abhor V 

» 

. ■> Pfal. xi. 6. old verfion.. 

Q 2 That 



» 
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That though " he is merciful and long- 
fuffering, not willing that any fliould perifh, 
but that all (hould come to repentance 1 ;* 
yet, if men will perverfly continue in fin, 
and abufe the means of falvation ; " his 
wrath** wilt certainly burft out, and fall 
hfeavily at laft M on thofe children of vice 
and difobedience V* And therefore, 

That it is no lefs our intereft, than it 
is our duty, to confider thefe things in 
time; and make all the hafte we pof- 
fibly can, to fecure, by a courfe of vir- 
tue, both our prefent peace, and our future 
felicity. 

And when once we are engaged in 
this courfe, let us " remember Lot's wife 1 ;* 
and take heed, that we neither u turn 
again," nor " look back" to the things we 
have left behind us. For fhe ftands, not 
only as a woful inftance of the won- 
drous manner, in which the wicked inha- 

* 2 Pet. Yiu 9. 

k Ephcf. v. 6. v 
1 Luke xviw 32. Gen. xix, 26. 

bitantt 
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bitants of that country periflied ; but alfo 
as a lafting example to others, of the great 
folly of delay and remiflhefs in their obedU 
ence to the commands of God. 
Now to God the Father, &c. 



Q 3 SER 
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Psalm lxxviil. 12. 

• * 

• 

Marvellous things did he in the fight of their 
fathers in the land of Egypt , in the field of 
Zoan. 

WE have feen the Ifraelrtes marvel- 
loufly concluded into the land of 
Egypt, and providentially fettled in the dil- 
trift of Gofhen ; where, though they lived 
diftinft by themfelves, they had yet many 
and frequent opportunities of imparting fome- 
, thing of the true religion to all t'ie pecph 
around them, 

Q 4 Here 
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Here they continued above two hundred 
years; during which time, great and momen- 
tous revolutions happened, as well in the 
general ftate of the kingdom, as in their 
own particular affairs. 

In the firft period of their fettlement; 
whilft they comfprtably enjoyed the benign 
influence of royal favour; as they were 
gratefully difpofed to inftruft thoie, with 
whom they converfed, in the true knowledge 
of God and his providence; fo their corre- 
fpondents, we may prefume, were no lefs 
inclined to be taught and inftru&ed by them. 
From thefe mutually good difpofitions, from 
theie kind intercourfes and friendly corre- 
fpondence, great improvements muft necef- 
farily arife. For religion and virtue, ftrongly 
inculcated on one fide, and readily em- 
braced on the othpr, muft naturally thrive 
and increafe: And, as they fpread, muft na- 
turally and of courie gather ftrength. 

But whatever improvements the Egyp- 
tians might make in their religious fenti- 
jnents or moral conduft, during this calm 
and aufpicious period; yet, certain it is, that 
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in fubfequent, and probably turbulent, times, 
when a new and impious king had acquired 
the dominion over them, they gradually re- 
lapfed into their former date of vice and ig- 
norance ; and became again unhappily dif- 
tinguilhed by their grofs fuperftitions and 
abominable idolatries. For it is inoonteftably 
evident, that in the days of Mofes they were 
entirely devoted to the worfhip and fervice 
of falfe deities : And not only fo, but that 
the Ifraelites themfelves, who fojourned 
among them, were in like manner, notwith- 
ftanding the promifes and leal of circum- 
cifion, either led by their example, or forced 

* 

by their cruelty, to adopt and pradtife the 
fame fuperftitions m . 

When things were come to fuch a pafs ; 
when this people, who had been railed up 
on purpofe to preferve religion, were thus in 
danger of being perverted from it, or of 
periihing under the afflictions which they 
fuffered on its account ; when this, I fay, 
appears to be the cafe ; was it not highly 

■ Exod. xxxii. 1—9. Jofli. xxir. 14. Ezek. xx. 7,8.— 
xxiii. 3. See Bp. War burton's Div. Leg. b. iv. § 6. 

neceffary 
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neceflary that God (hould vifibly interpofe 
in their favour, and deliver them from the 
handsof their cruel, oppreflive, and infe&ious 
♦matters? And confidering the part, which 
the Ifraelites had to aft, in carrying on -the 
defigns of his providence ; was it not equally 
necetiary, that the mode of their deliverance 
ihould be fo contrived, as to convince them 
and the reft of the world, that the notions 
they had imbibed were vain and erroneous, 
and the gods they adored falfe and ima- 
ginary? 

Now, as thefe things were not only 
" worthy of the divine cognizance in them- 
felves, but feem, in their very nature, to 
require fome proper provifion to be made for 
them ; lb it is obfervable, that God, through 
the courfe of his manifeftations in Egypt, 
had a clear and conftant regard to them p . 
For the chief intention, as the Scripture af- 

n Cum id agerct Deiis, ut populum ab ^Egypti fervitute li- 
bcrarct ; ita parata funt omnia, ut Deus Ifraclis yEgypti deos 
ludibrio exponeret, eofque, una cum cultu eorum, vanitatis poll 
naros homines maxime rcdarguerct. Spenceh de Leg. Heb. 
lib. L c. i. § 1. 

- 

fure$ 
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fures us, of his " multiplying thofe figns 
and wonders, both in heaven above, and in 
the earth beneath," was to convince all — 
the Ifraelites 0 , Egyptians p, and the reft of 
the nations' — that " the heavens and the 

earth were the Lord's, and that he was the 

* » • 

governor among all people r or, in other 
words, that " he alone was the true God, 
and that there was none elfe befideshim." — 
How properly thefe manifeftations were 
adapted to produce fuch convictions, I (hall 
now endeavour to explain. 

It is the fundamental principle of divine 
government, to work upon rational creatures 
in a rational manner. But the moft rational 
method of reclaiming any people from the 
errours they have imbibed, and of bringing 
them over to the oppofite truths, is, to 
make it plain to their underftanding, that 
things are in faft juft the reverfe of what 
they conceive ; and to render them fenfible, 

• Exod. vi. 7.— x. 2. 
p Exod. vii. — xiv. 4. 18. 
« Exod. ix. 16. 
. * f ffal. xxii. 28. 

that 

■ 

« 
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that it were therefore more becoming their 
nature, as well as more conducive to their* . 
happinefs, to think and a£t differently for the 
i future. 

Now, let us apply this to the cafe be- 
fore us. 

Mankind were never fo depraved in their 
notions of the divinity, but they attributed 
to it as well the government and condu£t of 
things, as the diftribution of the good or ill 
that befel them : And fo far they were cer- 
tainly right. But then they falfly imagined, 
that the more illuftrious and a&ive parts of 
the univerfe — the fun, ftars, and elements — 
completely anfwered thefe divine characters. 
For, as they obferved the courfe of things 
to be conftantly regulated, and the bleffings 
and calamities of life to be daily difpenfed, 
by the motion and agency of thefe bodies ; 
fo they were led, by thofe appearances, to 
believe them to be the only gods that go- 
verned the world. Herein lay their ruinous 
miftake. And by what means was this 
miftake to be corredted ? Was it not by con- 
vincing them, that thefe bodies had no other 

powers 
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powers or qualities, than what they derived 
from their great Creator ; whofe inftruments 
they were in carrying on the purpofes of his 
providence ? And what properer method could 
Jehovah employ to form in their minds this 
convi&ion, than that of empowering his 
minifter to change or fupprefs the qualities 
of fuch bodies ; and make them operate, by 
his bare command, in dire& oppofition to 
their ordinary courfe? 

This was to appeal to their own notions; 
to make them fenfible in their own way, 
that he alone was the governour of the 
world ; and that all vifible beings were but 
fo many fubordinate agents, working by his 
power, and under his direction ; and confe- 
quently, that he alone was intitled to the 
worfhip and obedience of men, as he alone 
could reward or punifli them. 
• Now, as fuch a procefs was mod aptly 
accommodated, in the reafon of things, to 
the circumftances and apprehenfions of man- 
kind ; fo, in the cafe of the Egyptians, the 
Deity, we find, proceeded accordingly — 
exerting his power in appropriated inftances, 

3 which 
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which equally ferved to demonftrate the 
nullity of the gods they worfhiped, as to 
punifh the crimes they had been guilty of in 
confequence of that worfhip. 

But, to fet this matter in a clear light, it 
will be neceflary to take a particular view of 
the progrefs and conduct of the whole pro- 
cedure. 

In thefirft place then, Jehovah, by amef- 
fage in his own name, required the Egyp- 
tians to releafe his people 8 . The Egyptians 
difclaimed all knowledge of him, and arro- 
gantly difdained to pay any regard or atten- 
tion to him. " Who is Jehovah," replied 
Pharaoh, " that I fliould obey his voice, to 
let Ifrael go? I know not Jehovah, neither 
will I let Ifrael go'." They had gods of 
their own — unherfal nature and its feveral 
parts' 1 — who could, they thought, a£t as 

power- 

* Exod. v. i. 
1 Ibid. ver. ?. 

■ They worfhiped the vnfoerfi under the name, i. of Pan. 

*tfo(Alw> Q$Z» ■?»«». Herod. Euterp, c. cxlv. And of him it 
is fung, — 11**+ 
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powerfully in their behalf, as Jehovah could 
do in behalf of the Ifraelites. In thefe 
therefore they trufted, aud upon thefe they^ 
depended. 

This then, you fee, was the proper time 
to convince them of their folly ; or to 
punifh their ftubbornnefs, if they proved in- 
corrigible. But God, foreknowing what the 
confequence would be, and unwilling to en- 
ter on the methods of feverity, commanded 
his fervants to go again to Pharaoh, and re- 
peat the demand of his difmiffing the Ifrae- 
lites. Upon this fecond application, the king 
required them to exhibit fome miracle, as a 

Tlufoi xaAw xgalf^oy— -xoV/aoio to ert//xwa», 

Kai vrv% aBxtxlot' rxot yap fAsXt) Irl rat Tlxta*, 

Orph, Hym. in Pan. 

1 

2. under that of Serapis; Nam Serapis, quern iEgyptii dcum 
maximum prodide erunt, oratus a Nicocreonte Cypriorum rege 
quis deorum haberetur, his verfibus follicitam religionem regis 
inftruxit 

E*pi $i of ruiuact jjt.xQttr f ao» x iyu tlfru- 

taTx H poi wohs t\a) % tot It «W U *l(Mpt xtTrm, 

Macrob. Saturn. Lib. I. c. xx. 

i. . 

proof 



V 
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proof that Jehovah was really God, and that 
they were charged with his commiffion* 
Aaron, in compliance with that requeft, 
" threw down his rod before Pharaoh, and 
before his fervants, and it became a fer- 
pent* — " which in their hieroglypbical theo- 
logy, was the emblem or reprefentation of 
the fupreme God Hereupon the magicians 
were called to confront him ; who, being ar* 
rived, inftantly 44 threw down every man 
his rod, which became in like manner fer- 
pents— " emblems or fymbols of their fu- 
preme divinities. Thus farboth parties might 
be thought, perhaps, to have exhibited equal 
iigns of power. But the fuperiority foon ap- 
pears: for " Aaron's rod fwallowed up all 
the rods of the magicians An evident 
prognoftic this, of .the event of the enfuing 
conteft; wherein Jehovah vanquiflied and 

* Exod. vii. 10. 

f Oi 'Aiy&Triwi— - rl» 11 0<1>IN, al*0o» Aal(Mt& &r,fia\wt\t^ t 1. C. 
vEgyptii Serpente bonum Daemonem lignificant. Sancho- 
niath. apud Euseb. Pftep. Ev. Lib. I. c. x. p. 41. Sec. Voss. 
de Idololatr. lib. III. cap. 1^. in fine. 

z Exod. riii. 1 2. 

deftroyed 
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tleftfoyed all the gods of Egypt in reality, as 
he did here ifi fyrnbota ] •;'., ; 

This miracle making no impteflion on the 
minds of Pharaoh and his mitfifters, God 
then proceeded to exert his power in ftill 
ftnojre awakening miracles— fuch as not only 
proved, that he was " God of gods, and 
Lord cff lords/' but alfc (hewed, that « his 
power and his wrath is againft all them that 
forfake him\" 

, Thefe miracles, though feemiiigly con- 
futed to fuperficiai readers, may neverthelefs, 
upon clofer infpe£tion, be eafily reduced into 
four clqfes; as being traufa&ed in the forsr 
elements, which were efteemed in Egypt the 
four principal deities. 

Let us then confidet them in their order: 
for there is plainly a regular order, and a juft 
gradation, obfervabie in them. 

I. The Egyptians, it is well known, held 
water b in high veneration; and more par- 

* Eatra vii?. 22* 

b iEgypti incola? aquarum beneficia percipientcs, aquaui 
colunt, aquas fuperftitiofa votorum continuatione vencrantur. 
Jul. FiRMic.dcEr.prof.Rcligionif. PuiLrJud. de vitaMofig, 
life. i. p. 617. 

Vol. I. R ticularly 
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ticularly the river Nile c . This was the frtiit^ 
ful fource of their choiceft bleflings; and 
thence became the chief objeft of their reli- 
gious regard. For, as their daily faftenancfc 
was, in a great meafure, owing to its 
"bounty— its water being their common 
drink, and its fifh their common food d ; fo 
were they pun&ually careful in paying it 
their confhnt and daily devotions. If then 
they were to be convinced, that u God is 
wonderful In the waters that that river in ■ 
particular was his e ; and that they ought to 
be thankful to him for it; furely his depriv- 
ing it of all its utility — deftroying its fiffi 
that they might not eat them, altering its 

c Ovfvt yatf' htu T»p^ AlyvTrlUnf © NwXo^. Nihil enim apud 
iEgyptios tanto in honorc erat atque Nilus. Plut. de If* ct 

d Numbers xi. r. Herodot.. Euc c. UxviL Djod. Sk. 
^Kjb»Hi(r. lib. I. p. 33* Ed. Hanov. 

c The prefent king of Egypt might perhaps imagine, with the 
fame arrogance as one of his fucceflbrs afterwards did — See Ezek. 
xxix. 3. — that this river was fo peculiarly and emphatically his 
ww, that it was not in the power of any God to difpolTefs or de* 

•pi ivehim of its benefits* . / , 

»■ • • * '* • ' 

. i water 
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vvgter-th^tj they could not drink it f — was 
no .ualifcely means to work that efFeft.— 
And if they w^,f\yhich they are faid tp 
h%v$ been, So b#rharoufly iupe^ftitious in 
tl^eir devptiops to this river, as, ataparticu T 
Jar^p§ripd in eycfry 4j^ear, to ftain its current 
with human facriftcess; then his " turning 
its water into blood" was a juft and fuitable 
guqifjiiapent for Tuch bloody cruelties h . . 
1 Then again, as the banks of this river 
were the grand fcene of their magical ope- 
rations % in which blood and frogs made the 
principal part of : the apparatus k ; fo, by 
commanding it to produce fiich - an infinite 

f Philo (vit. Mofis, lib. i. p. 617. Ed. Paris.) feema to inti- 
mate, that the iiih became immediately unfit for ufe \ their nutria 
live property being initantly changed into another of the molt 
peiliferoua nature. - And Josephus fays (Antiq. Jud. lib. ii 
c xt.v..§ju) that the water brought great pains and bitter tor * 
ments upon thofe who ventured to drink of it. . • - 
.. * Uftiverfal Hid. vok I. b. I. ch. iii. § 1. p. .413 and 
484. 8yo. ► . , • 1 1 * , . . , . 

h Ex. vii. 19. tu Rev. xvi. £. 6. 

i Targ. Jon. B. Uziel. in Exod. vii. i$.ervni. 16. 

t Maimon. Mor. Nevoch. p. iii. c. xlvi. Spencer de Leg 
Heb.Jib. ii. c. xv. § j. Horat. Epod. v. vcr. 19. Juvenal 
Sat. iii. ver. 44. 

■ % R 2 inulti- 
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multitude of thefe creatures to annoy them *, 
he adapted his chaftifement to the natilr* 
of their crimes: adapted it indeed ihamoft 
wonderful manner : fince frogs were not only 
the inftruments of their abominations, but 
Kkewife thte emblems of thofe impure dae- 
mons, whom they invoked by rhei* irtcan- 
tations m . 4 ' 

II. The eakth was another ofejetf of 
their woKhip B ; to which they addrefled their 
iblemn- devotions, and offered up the firft 
fruits of the harveft, as to the donor of their 
corn and grain, and of all the other produce 
of the year To make them therefore fen* 

1 Exod. viii. j« 6. 
■ Rev. xvi. 13. 

* Non eofdem deos fimiiitcr colunt unlrerfi JEgyptt^vti* 
*I<rw ? th 'Qt'w, practer Ifidcm Qi Ofiri*— hos pera*Jue univcffi 
cokmt. Heno^or. Euterp. c. 42. "xwJtf tip* Th *x**"$ *e&' 
Purr, de IC et Of. $ 38. - 

Ki t. x. Nam etiam nunc meflis tempore oblatis fpioarum pfi- 
mttiis, incoke juxta manipulos plangere, Huiernque invecare fo- 
lent. Id quod Jdcifro faciunt, ut honorem pro inventi* Dea? fub 
prim* invention*!* tempus retribuant. Diod. Sicuu Bib. flirt* 
lib. i. p, 13. Euseb. Prn?p. Evang. lib. iti, cap. vw fub fife. 
Spencer de Leg. Heb. lib. iii. cap.xi. 
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fible,' that the earth did not put forth 
thofe life-fuftaining produ&ions (for which 
t&ey stored it withmiftakcn gratitude) by 
any independent virtue of its own, but only 
in confequence of the divine eftabliftiment ; 
to make thpm^ I fay, fenfible :of this, God 
reverted the nature of its produ&ions; 
caufing it to t* bring forth lice on man and 
beaft, through all the land of Egypt K" 
Before, they were nouriftied by what the 
earth produced ; now, they arc devoured 
by it. 

- " And becaufe they had gone aftray fo 
very far in the ways of errour, as to hold 
the cattle of the field* — yea, noifome beaft6 f 
reptiles, and infedts-*- for gods' 1 therefore 
the former were killed by a murrain'; and 
a mixture of the latter was fent to torment 
them»: «' that they might experimentally 



• Exod. viii. 2 1—24. Heb. myn. which the Vulg* tenders, 



know, 



p Exod. viJL 1 6, 17. 
< Wifd. xi. if. 
r Exod. ix. 3—6. 




: particularly, «vrf?u»a» t 

i. c r 
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know, that wherewithal 'a* man finneth* : by 
ithe fame alfoihallhe be puniflied ' 
v ; III. The was another o# thelf thief 
divinities,**; to whom ttoey attributed the fa- 
lubrity of their climate, and the healthineft 
of their ovvn cx>nftitutions x ; and whofe be- 
inevolence therefore they fhidied to engage 
by the offerings of daily incenfey. To con- 
vince them of the falfhood of this opinion ; 
to (hew them, that ":God alone woundeth 
and healeth, kilteth and maketh alive he 
changed the falubrious qualities of the air, 
and rendered iipdflrileitial—" exciting hot, 
inflamed itumors, and virulent, angry ulcers, 
both in man and beaft? throughout all the 

». f • * • r ' ' A T > " * r V" • • » • iM 1 4»i • 

» •. t I . •»•» *"*•"*». < |a i •• .-• t ' • 1 >• 

i, e. dog-fly. And in this fcnfc, the jnfiiclion is jurtly applicable 
- to a particular branch of theiV Yopcrilition, viz. Jog-wrjj ; ^ 

• Oppida tota caaem vencrantur. } tiv. Sat, xv. vcr.i 8. '75 r 
. . 1 WifcL si. i6„ , r . 4 i < 

tt To* ^ Aiga -o;^o£ra/o^iLVa> tp«6%v 'A6»»ay, x. t. X. Aeri porro 
Minefv«e nomen, quadam vocis interpretation, attribute, Jo- 
vifque filiam hanc et virginem putari, eo quod aer natura corrup- 
rioni non fit obnoxius. Diodor. Sicul. Bib. Hift. lib. 1. p. 12. 
Euseb. Przp. Evang. lib. III. cap. ii. * 
' r<HBBOPfct.<-fiut; c.Txxvii. 1 : * 
. * 9 Pl^ta***^ fc ctOf. § 80, 

* 1 > • land." 
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land. M -WVnd if you fuppofe this painful in- 
fliction to affett more particularly the ingui- 
nal parts, as the word which we tranflate 
" blains 2 M feems to indicate .; we may .then 
-conclude it to be farther intended as a juft 
punifhment of thofe lafcivious practices, and 
abominably impurities, to which the nation 
was horribly addidted*. 

Then again ; as they afcribcd the exube- 
rance, growth, and maturity of all vegetable 
prodi^&ions to the genial warmth and benign 
influence of this. divinity, the air; fo the 
Lord ftrengthned and invigorated the powers 
of that element b to correal and reprove their 
jerrour. J?or he caufed it to produce fuch 

• 

* Exod. ix. 9. Heb. fiW!iy2tt ukera, apoftemata, morbus 
■gallicus. Scm KDi-LR in Rad. H)?3« Sic. et Arab.\\\ iigmX 7. 
Scortata fuit nndicr. 

a Haud dubie fornicandi verbum, ut paflim, ad idololatriam 
refertur. Ita tamen, ut firaul alludat ad jEgyptiorum libidines 
impurillimas. Horrefco referens. In parte hircini cultus id fuit, 
<juod quaxiara mulieres, tanquam religioni addic*fcc, facris fcilicet 
hircis faede Fe fubmittebant. Bochart. Hieroz. p. I. lib. ii. 

c. liii. See Levit. xvvlu 23, 24. xx. t$ 9 i6, and Patrick a 

Com. on the Texts* 

* Wifd. xvi. 24. 

R 4 4 ' dreadful 
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dreadful ttorms of rain, hail, thunder, and 
lightning, as had never been knowp fince 
the foundation of Egypt; whereby the 
greateft part of the herbage and fruit was 
blafted and deftroyed. — And afterwards, the 
toft-wind, which they likewiie adored, con- 
veyed through their coafts a large flight 
of locufts, to eat an4 coniume the re- 
mainder c . 

IV, The fupreme objefts of their wqrfhip 
were the sun, moon, and stars d , whofc 
fplendor ftruck them with high admiratipn, 
and whole beneficence wprked mightily 
upon their gratitude. To fhe\y them there- 
fore that he ruled in the heaveps, and go- 
verned thefe exa|ted and iplendid luminaries ; 
Jehovah fufpended their lights and ema- 
nations — caufed fhem tp withdraw their 

• « • • • , 

* Exod. x. 1 2 — 1$. 

Cift quo ptti£ t aV-Jtyj t» k, wpw;, rim *H>uw tv XiX^>r.? t 

x. t. X. Cxtcrum vetuftiilimos in Mgypto mortales — duos eflc 
Deos extfimafle, aternos & primds, Solem quippe & Lu- 
nam; quorum iftuin Ofirim, hanclfim, appellarinc. Diodor. 
&IQVL Bibl. Hilt. lib. I. p. 10. .Porphyr. apud Euseb. Pnep. 
Evang. lib. iii. cap. iv. 

luflre 
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luftre-~-and covered all the laud of Egypt 
with thick darkuefs for three days 

To thc(p jnlracles in proof of his fovc* 
reignty, God fuperadded one more, as a de- 
monftration of his providence. For the 
death of every firft-bora of the Egyptians 
carried {q lively a refeinblance, and bore, as 
the author of the Book of Wifdom juftly 
pbferyes *o natural a relation to their fin f 
in deftroying every ipale of the Ifraelkes ; 
that they muft needs perceive, it was pur- 
pofely inflifted as a fuitable punifliment for 
that very cruelty: and confequently muft 
conclude, that this great and tremendous 
God, the God of Ifrael, took particular cog- 
nizance of human tranfa&ions ; and, fooner 
or later, " rewarded every man according t<* 
his work." 

Such were the miracles performed in 
Egypt ; and fuch the purpofes intended by 
them. And, when viewed ill this light; 
% he very light in which the Scripture places 

c ExocL x. 21—23. 
1 Ch. xviii. 5. 

them j 
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• 

tl>em V how judicioufly do they appear to be 
accommodated in their nature to the apprer 
henfions of the people, and the point* in 
controverfy ! how properly adapted, jn every 
refped, to -anfwer the ends,; that were de* 
ftgned by them ! Nor is the manner in which 
<hey were wrought lefs worthy of our admi- 
ration';' iince it was fo calculated, as to ex- 
clude or obviate every objection, which their 
prejudices might luggeft ; and to forward 
and improve every good and pious emo- 
tion, which their reflexions might infpire. 
For, . ' ; • • 

In the firft place, as the Egyptians, who 
had very high notions of the art of forcery, 
might probably imagine, that Mofes per- 
formed thefe miracles and prodigies by fome 
fafcination s ; fo their own magicians were 
freely permitted to try the utmoft of their 
(kill and power in the repetition or imitation 
of them: but they tried in vain. Their 
acknowledged inability therefore to equgl 

k Origen contra Celsum, lib. Hi. Phjlo Jml. De vita 
Mo lis lib. i. 

and 
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and imitate them, plainly proved and incon- 
teftably evinced, that they were not the 
effects of magic, but the works of God b . 
And, though thefe deteftable feducershad fo 
far impofed upon the people, as to make 
them believe, that they could, by their in- 

1 

cantations, fecure both their perfons and 
properties from all kinds of evil *; yet, how 
muft even the fimpleft among them, be now 
awakened into a full convi&ion of the falf- 
hood and vanity of fuch deceits, when they 
faw the magicians, with all their boafting, 
equally involved in the common calamities; 

• and, in fpite of the high pretenfions of their 
art, fharing the general fate of their neigh- 
bours k ! And this, it fliould feem, the hif- 

9 *— 

torian has been careful to record, left the 
children of Ifrael fhould be led aftray, and 
impofed upon by the like pretenfions. * 

Moreover, the Egyptians were forewarned 
pf the day, when every plague fhould befal 

* • * r » * * '««../ ' 

h Exod. via. io. 

* 

j Ma 1 mon. Mor. Nevoch. j>. iii t c. xxxvii. 
* Wifd. xvii. 7. 8. ' 

them; 
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them; and permitted to aflign their own 
time, when they would have them re- 
moved: whereby they might clearly fee, 
that God alone was the author both of 
their fufferings and deliverances ; and that 
no planetary afpeft (for they thought the 
ftars governed the world) was lo favourable 
or malign, but that he could afflift or relieve 
them, when ever he pleafed. 

Befides, thefe miraculous judgments came 
upon them by leifurely advances ; and pro- 
per intervals of refpite were allowed them, 

; to confider and reflect upon what had been 
done ; — " that, feeing by their puniftiment 
wherein they had offended, they might re- 

. turn from their wickednefs, and believe on 
the Lord 1 ." 

And laftly, to convince them that the 
God, who wrought thefe wonderp among 

f them, was the God of Ifrael ; he made an 
obvious, vifible diftinftion, throMgJv the 
courfe of his procedure, between the twa 
nations : and whilft the land of Egypt wa^ 

#iaed 
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affli&ed with' thefe plagues, the land of 
Goftien,' where the Ifraelites dwelt, re- 
mained free and unmolefted m . From whence 
they might draw this farther conclufion, 
that he was as truly gracious to the faithful 
and obedient, as he was terribly fevere on • 
the rebellious and ungodly. 

Now, if thefe rational methods of con- 
vi&ion could not prevail on the obftinate 
Egyptians to repent of their wicked- 
neft, and let Ifrael go ; what elfe can rea- 
fbtiaMy be expected, but that God, in juf- 
tice, Aould fufFer their crime to become 
their punilhmcnt ; and leave them " to eat 
the bitter fruit of thair own ways, and to 
be filled with their own devices Accord- 
ingly, when they purfued the Ifraelites, 
with infatuated refolution, into the midft 
of the fea ; God, who was in no wife bound 
to prcferve his enemies by a miracle, fuffered 
the fea to return tQ its Itrength — and over- 
whelm them all °. - 

m hx. vui. 22. — ix. 4, x, a$«— xii, 13, 
n Prov. L 31. 
. . • xiv. 27, 2& 

* Thus 
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" Thus the Lord got him honour upon 
Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his 
horfemen — and likewife.upop. hi? gads?;" 
whom, according to the cuftom of thofe an- 
cient times,, it is probable, he carried in the 
front pf his army i. t } . 

I need not obferve what awf*l impref- 
fions this amazing judgment V muft fix 
on .the minds of the feveral: ; actions, to 
whom it became kpojyn.; and hqw forci- 
bly it muft convince them, that the God, 
who could do fuch mighty wonders* muft 
be " greater than all gods: fince^in the 
.place and things, wherein they .were fup- 

• • • 9 

<- P'Ex.w.iS. Numb. xxx!m.'4^' ' - ' 1%: 1 

i Familiarc fuiridololatris antiquioribus, iter prarferrim fbf- 
cepturis, uut cum hofte congrcfluris, idola paraila fecum ferte; 
ut itineris focios, pugnseque 'duces atque aufpices habcrent 
deos tutelares, iifquc pnefentibus cultum exhibertht. Spencer. 
de "Leg. Heb. Ub.; iii. c. iiu § ' i, '. .Of this cuftom we meet wkh 
federal inftances in Scripture; and with one even io low as the 
days of David, i Chron* xiv. 12. _\ . 

• ' And perhaps the more awful, ' becaufe of the manner in 
which it was accomplifoed. For the ancients accounted drown- 
ing a dreadful and accurfed death. Amot P in Soum pir* xvp*- 
au His iod. Op. etPier. lib. ii, ver. 305. 

4 - • v 

•4 .... p 0 f e< j 
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pofcd to have mod power, he Was now 
found, to be above theoi 8 ." » 

* 

. . But I ifcuft not, -however, forged to 
mention, that this remarkable puniftimeni, 
fevere as it was on Pharaoh and his army # 
might yet be inflidted in great goodnefs, 
and be ultimately attended with great be- 
nefits, refpe&ing the nation at large. For, 
if the various modes of idolatry, then 
prattiied in Egypt, were, as there is fome 
reafon to fufpe£t,* impofed upon the people 
by tht priejlsy and fupported by the J oldie ry ; 
then, the total deftru&ion of thefe oppreffive 
agents of wickednefs happily ferved— to fet 
the people at full liberty to judge for them- 
felves ; and to follow the impulfe of thofe 
reflexions, which the preceding miracles 
had excited in their minds. But thofe 
refle&ions would naturally lead them, to 
confider Jehovah, the author of thefe mi- 
racles, as the only great and true God-^- 
and confequently, as the fole Being, to 
whom their veneration was to be now di- 
rected. Hence their religion muft necef- 

» Ex. xvni. ii. 

farily 
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farily aflume a new form J and become, of* 
courfe, more pure, perfeft* and refined, than 
it was before. Being reformed themfelves, 
they communicated their improvements to 
other nations: for moft nations learnt of 
them— imbibed their fentiments* and copied 
their manners* / 

Now, if the cafe was really fuch; if 
the greateft part of the World derived their 
policy and religion from the Egyptians j 
then the reformation of the inhabitants of 
Egypt might eventually become the re* 
formation of the inhabitants of the greateft 
part of the globe.— A circumftaftce, which 
converts the feverity of this puniihment, 
into an inftance of benevolence of the moft 
extenfive kind. 

" O the depth of the riches both of the 
wifdom and knowledge of God ! how un- 
fearchable are his judgments, and his ways 
paft finding out l !" Amen. 

*PiOm. xi. 

S E R- 
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Deu t. xxxii. 9, 10. 

The Lord's portion is his people, Jacob is the 

lot of his inheritance. 
He found him in a defert land, and in the 

wafte howling wildernefs ; he led him about, 

he inflrutted him, he kept him as the apple of 

his eye. 

THOUGH the children of Ifrael, in 
confequence of the miracles they had 
feen in Egypt, and of the wonderful paflage 
that was opened for them through the Red- 
Sea, did now believe and gratefully u acknow- 

u Exod. xlv, 31. Pfal. cvi. 12. 

Vol. I. S ledge, 
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ledge, that their great deliverer was the 
true God; and that he alone had a right to their 
obedience ; yet, as their fuperftitious preju- 
dices were deeply rooted, and their prone- 
nefs to idolatry remained ftrong, the tatmoft 
precaution was ftil\ lieeeffary to keep thtm 
from falling off. They were too weak and 
tmfettled to be left to themfelves, to contend 
with occurring temptations. For had they 
been allowed to eonverfe familiarly with the 
neighbouring v natk)n$, or had they been con- 
ducted imcnediately into the land of Canaan* 
the very fight of the cuftomsry heathen 
woi (hip, would have rc&mdfed their^fondnef^ 
for it; and it£ fefcinating ceremonies would 
Ijave feduced them agaiii y to adopt wdcpn- 
tinue the practice or it. 

To guard them therefore from thirperhi- 
cious coqt^igion of ill examples; anfLto J^figp 
tj:em in conriant depeiidance upon himfel£; 
&od wifely carried them into a' ^efolate 
wildernefs ; where they 'few fuch continued* 
marvellous, inftancea b£ his power and good- 
nels, as equally ferved to fupply their con- 
tinyally-rifing wants, and to ftrengthen and 
i ; - 1 fcorifirn* 
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confirm theirTtet feeble, and wavering faith. 
For there their neceffities were not more va- 
rious, urgent, atid preffing; than bis merci- 
ful providence was inftinty forward, and 
ready' to relieve them: adapting itrfelf to' 
the ^ircumftatkei of their condition, and 
adjufting its operations to t!he nature of 
•their *i*an*$.. r* • • /> ! . -n;.. ; , . 

As they knew nor the way through that 
pathlefs defart, and were in danger of being 
devoured fcy wild beafts; tht/bechiriah, the 
fymhdt of the divine, prefence^ went con- 
ftst&tly before them* to gijide and prote£b 
them in all their jourriies. *« He fpread oat 
a cloud for a covering in the day-time ; apd 
fire to give light in the night- feafoni \" » 
i When they gfewthirfty* and had nothing 
to &rink ; " bd brought tvaterj out of the 
'ftony rock, and gave them drink thereof 
as if it had been out of the great depth *?* 

Wifaen they were opprefled \^ith hunger, 
arid had nothing to eat; " he fent them 

7 PC. Ixxviii. 1 5, 16. Ex. xvii. 6. Nuinb. ». 8—1 1. 

1 » • • ■*»*•' 

S 2 flefh 



Digitized by 



» 



2 6o SERMON XL 

flefli in abundance, and filled them with the 
bread of heaven V 

- As they were continually expofed to the 
inclemencies of the weather, without any - 
means of fupplying themfelves with "new 
cloathing; therefore, that they might not 
perifh by cold and nakednefe, he preftrved 
their garments frefli and entire* through 
;alLthe time, of their migratiou in the wil- 
xternefs*. . , Tt.W ; 

And, laftly, to render them equal to*he 
difficulties of their marches, he kept their 
:fect from fwelling, and their Ihoesfrom 
: wearing out*. » . " . -/ 

1 : The paternal care, difplayed in thefe mi- 
racles, rauft, one would imagine, effe&ually 
engage their gratitude, to God, *? whoMiad 
done fuch great things for them . and in*- 
.variably fix them in a dutiful obedience tb 
rfll his laws.: laws, that were, moft of them, 
.attended at their delivery with .an an&aring 

r ♦ • ■ -> • -,t • * i, 

2 Pf. cv. 40. Ex. xvi. 12 — 1£. Numb. xi. 7, $u 
* Deut. xxix. r. 
b Deut. viii.4. 

K.a • train 
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train of wonders — equally calculated to prove 
their divinity, as to fecure them refpefl and 
attention : laws, that were, all of them, ex- 
cellently adapted, as well to promote the 
great defign of this people's Separation, as 
to prevent the irregularities, which they 
were liable to fall into, from the feducing 
examples of other nations. 

But alas! fo ftrangely was this perverfe 
generation attached to the cuftoms, follies 
and fuperftitions of the people they had left, 
that no miracles could engage them, no 
laws could preferve them, in the allegiance 
they owed to God. For, even in defiance 
of the Ten Commandments which were juft 
delivered; and while Sinai was yet trembling 
at the majeftic and awful prefence of the 
Almighty ; this people had the hardinefs to 
revolt from him-^to make for themfelves a 
molten image — a golden calf, the very Egyp- 
tian Apis c — under the conduct and protec- 

c 'O ixqjx 0 ^ * r °s> °" A,r »« xa*i*fM»?. Herodot. lib. iii. c. 28. 
Vide et Suidam in voce "Avi&f ; which affords an excellent 
pommcnt on Exod. xxxii. 1 — 10. 

S3 tipn 
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*ion of which they meant to return to their 
beloved Egypt. .... 

This defection was foul and daring : and 
as it deferved, fo it accordingly received, a 
juft and fuitable punifliment. « For there 
fell of the people that day about three thoup 
/and men d ." But, jjotwitfrftanding this and 
other chaftifemenjts, which plainly (hewed 
.them the extreme folly of deferring their 
God ; yet could not their hearts be in any 
.wile induced to rely wholly upon himj nor 
could any motives prevail with them to 
" continue ftedfaft in his covenant c ." They 
revolted from him at .every turn; and muiv 
mured againft him in every diftrefs : which 
only fcrved to iucreafe their calamities, as it 
provoked his farther refentment. 

When fhey perceived at length, that 
their rebellions againft him ferved only to 
multiply the proofs of his fupremacy, and 
to bring upon themleives heavier infli&ions; 
their perverfenefs took then anther turn; 

* Ex. xxxii. 2$. 
c Pial.lxxviii. 37. 

and 
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mid vented itfelf in oppofition to his mmifttn. 
They difputed both the title of Mofes to the 
<wil power, and the detignation of Aaron to 
the priejihood^ r . ; 

Now this oppofition was no lefe impious 
than arrogant. For it ftruck diredliy at the 
very bafis of the divine eftablifhment; and 
was, in effect, an open declaration, that the 
Mofaic oeconomy was nothiug more, than -a 
refined ftroke of ftate policy **-the artful con- 
trivance of their ambitious leader. 1 
. At the head of this oppofition Appeared 
two renowned and powerful parties ; who, 
refpe&ively, obje&ed to the two brothers, 
Mofes and Aaron, on account of the offices, 
which they had refpe&ively aflumed. For 
Dathan and Abiram, who were the defcen- 
dants of Reuben, the . firft-born of Jacob, 
thought themfelves, in right of primogeni- 
ture, better entitled to the civil authority, 
than Mofes could poffibly be. And Korah 
and his adherents, being all, probably, of 
the tribe of Levi, claimed, in conference, 

i Numb. xvi. 3* 

' an 
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an equal right with Aaron and his fons to 

the olfice of the prlejlhood. 

Thefe were points of high concern; and 
required a clear, inconteftable decifion. But 
who could decide them, fave God himlelf? 
To him therefore the appeal was made. 
" And Mofes faid to all the affembly-— 
Hereby ye fhall know, thaC the Lord hath 
fent me to do all thefe things ; and that I 
have lTot done them of mine own mind. 
If thefe men," whoqueftion my commiflion, 
4 * die the common death of all men; or if 
they be vifited after the vifitatio 1 of all men; 
, then the Lord hath not fent me : but if the 
Lord make a new thing," and perform an 
inftant, tremendous miracle ; " if the earth 
open her mouth, and fwallow them up alive; 
then ye (hall underftand, that thefe men 
have provoked the Lord*," itl doubtiqg my 
authority. 

m And it camp to pafs, fays the text, that, 
as he had made an end of fpeaking thefe 
words, the ground clave afunder that was 

I fNumb. xvi, 28-^30. 
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under them ; and the earth opened hermouth, 
and fwallowed them up, with all that apper- 
tained to them; — and then clofed again 
upon them A judgement, as decifive, 
as it \tfas terrible. 

Mofes ? s commiifion being thus proved, his 
brother's caufe was foon after determined. 
The trial was fair and open. Both parties 
appeared before the Lord, exercifing the 
duty of the office they claimed. But the 
great Judge of both inftantly declared his 
utter abhorrence of Korah's prefumption, by 
deftroying him and his affociates with fire ! . 
And the next day he publicly ratified his 
approbation of Aaron, by accepting the 
atonement he made for the people, and 
flopping the plague that was raging among 
them k . 

When God, by thefe tremendous a£ts, 
had clearly manifefted his choice of Aaron, 
in preference to the fons of Levi; he was 

h Numb. xyi. 31 — 33. 
» lb. ver. 35. 

i lb. ver. 4$, ^ 

afterwards 
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afterwards pleafed, in order to. prevent any 
farther coiiteft, to confirm ; the fcme by 
another miracle* to the exclufion pf 41 the 
tribes. . The form pf the procedure, was 
this; and is ftriking. He ordered them to 

.almnd-rods 1 , according t<> the 
tiuo^Uer of the twelve tribes; upon one of 
/which the chief perfon pf every tribe was to 
4nfciibe byname; and the name of Aaron 
to be written on the rod of Levi. 

Now, , if we fuppofe, as I think we may, 
that the jltnond-tree was ufed in ancient 
times for the emblem of favour, acceptance 
and propitioufnefs m ; then it will appear, 
that, by-this defignation, each rod became 

' 1 Nemb.xvii. t— S . ' •' • • ' 

■ Se* viu s, in his comment on the following Ikies of Vi rgi L, 
Georg. i. 187, &c. 

Contemplator item, cum fc nux pluriraa, fylvis, 

Induit in f orem, et ramos ciirvabit olenttrs; 

Si fupeuuit Icctus, pariter frumenta fequenmr, &c 
obferves, Prognofiicon ell anni futuij f^rtilis, cum raultis amyg- 
dala veftiet fe floribus, Sec. u that the quick budding, bloflbm- 
ing, &x. of the almond tree, were looked upon as a fure fign of a 
kind, plentiful and propitious year." And therefore might eafily 
be transferred to repxcfentfai'ourrfro/fxrrty, or/r^W**fa£attarge. 

■ 

not 
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not only the fymbol of a particular' tribe, 
but aifo the emblem. of the fritjffy office, ia 
its higheft and moft important branch, the 
article of atonement. And if fo, we have a 
clear view at once, as well of the propriety 
of this; mode of proceeding ; as of the juft- 
nefs of the conclufion, which immediately 
refulted from it. For if thefe rods, depofited 
in the tabernacle, remained there all toge- 
xher (that of Aaron alone excepted) m a dry y 
dead and lifelefs ftate ; was it not evident 
even to ademonftration, that the tribes re- 
prefented by them were to remain powerlefs 
and without authority, in regard to the offices 
of that holy place? And when " the rod of 
Aaron budded, blojfomed, and yielded fruit? 
in fo wonderful a manner, how plainly, 
though fymbolically, (ij/wa^N thereby deter- 
mined, that he and his defendants were 
the only perfons, whom the Lord had 
called to minifter before him; and that 
their miniftration alone was the miniftra- 
tion of truth, life and perfection t And as this 
rod was afterwards laid up in the ark, for a 
perpetual teftimony of the divine ele&ion of 

the 
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» 

the Aaronk race 9 ; fo were " the cenfers of 
Korah and his company wrought out into 
broad plates for a (covering of the altar, as a 
{landing memorial of the dreadful effedt of 
their impious rebellion — that none, for the 
future, might prefume to rebel in the fame 
manner 0 ." . • 

And indeed, rebellions of this kind they 
were no longer guilty of ; though in other 
refpeSs they continued ftill incorrigibly vile, 
perverfe and difobedient. 

For, when God had carried them, with 
much patience and long-fqfFering, to the 
very borders of the promiied land ; and had 
mercifully propoibd to put an end: to their 
travels; forgetful of his mighty works, and 
a&uated again by a fpirit of perverienefs, 
they contemptuoufly defpifed that pleafant 
land; and, concluding him unable to give 
them pofleffion of it, murmured* againft hira 

n Numb. xvii. 10. 

• Numb. xvi. 38—40. When king Uzziah, many years 
after, impioufly tranfgretfed in the fume way, he was in dandy 
and miraculoufly fmitten with the lcprofy, and continued infected 
to the day of his deatlj. a Chron. xxvi, 16---21. 

with 

• » 
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with great bitternefs, for expoling them to 
the dangers and calamities of war. ** Where- 
fore hath the Lord brought us unto this 
land, to fall by the fword; that our wives 
and our children fhould be made a prey? 
Were it not better for us, to chufe a captain, 
and Return again into Egypt p?" And a 
captain they accordingly chofc : 
This audacious revolt,' proceeding from a 
fpirit of hardened infidelity, provoked the 
Almighty to fuch a degree, that he deter- 
mined to tejeft that whole generation, and 
force them to wander about in the wilder- 
nefs, till they were all confumed and worn 
away. How they fpent their time there, 
the prophets will readily inform us. "Have 
ye offered unto me," faith God by the mouth 
of Amos> *\ facrifices and offerings in the 
wildernefs by the fpace of forty years, O 
houfe of Ifrael'?" No: but, as he farther 
jcomplains in the words of Ezekiel, " The 
houfe of Ifrael rebelled againft me in the 

1 

f Numb. xiv. 3, 4. 
*» Nehem. tx. 17. 
r Ch. v. 25. 

rT wildernefs: 
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wildcfriefs 1 :: they walked not rn my ffotates? 
and they defpifed my, judgements ; and my 
fabbaths they greatly polluted; and their 
heart went after their, idols \" Aad fine* 
they chafe for themfelves thefe Tain gods, 
therefore the Lord.M confumed theic days in 
correspondent vanity, and the years they had 
to live in extreme trouble 1 ." r r < 
: When this faithlefs /generatiob was thus 
condemned to wander about, and die away, 
by degrees, in the wildernefs; aha Lord, to- 
give feller fcope to the? fentence, withdrew 
from. them, in fome raeafure, that' gracious 
proteftion which he had before voiichfafed;; 
and fuffered them to perifh, partly by the 
cratural anmoyauces <)F the country; fircbas 
the bite of venemous ferpeiitfc 0 , and .other 
calamities i incideiit to travellers in hot clt* 
mates; and partly by the incurfions of ad* 
jacent enemies r ; ^ho eaflly overcame themi 
when now their God no longer fuccoured 
them^ . * i i ; * A 

■ Ch. xx. 13, 1 6. 

• » 

1 Pfal. lxxviii. 33* . 
0 Numb. xxt. 6. 
* lbid.xiv.45.. 
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In, this natural and cnxiinaty way* which 
fufficietntly anfwered the purpofe of Provi- 
dence, were numbers of them carried off—* 
to the great abatement of ill examples. But 
whenever they « finned with an high hand/*' 
and were guilty of prefumptuous tranfgrefc 
fions; then did they always feel and expe* 
rie nee the immediate tfigewar of divine ven- 
geance, in a fearful and extraordinary man- 
ner. They were confumed by fire, or fwept 
away by a plague. Of' lhefe inflidtions wc 
havb feveral in fiances : but none more re- 
mar kable, that* that which happened in 
die matter of Pftor when, for their heinous 
and complicated offence— their bale idolatry 
and ifaamelefs fomication~~<« thcie feU of 
them in one day four and twenty thou* 
fond*;" This was the laft and finiihing 
ftrokeof God's avenging providence ; which, 
to the happy delhrarahce of the fueceeding 
race , com pie ted the excition of that corrupt 
generation. Jbrfi -\: l . : 

hi • the mfcan fcitoe however^ whilft he ex* 
eicifed thefe marvellous, unrelenting feveri* 

• ; " ; * Nun*. »tv 9* * Cor, xt to* : — *— ' ' 

: ties 
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ties agajnft that ftubborn and devoted gene- 
ration; it is no lefs curious than pleafing to 
obferve, with what infinite xondefcenfion, as 
well as kindnefs, he undertook the guardian- 
fhip of their rifing progeny ; with what af- 
fectionate care he watched and defended the 
infirmities of their youth ; and with what 
unwearied diligence lie formed their minds, 
and regulated their manners, as they grew 
up. To this end, he renewed his covenant 
with them: he repeatedly itiftru&cd them in 
all the momentous parts of his law : he laid 
before them various motives to engage them 
in the faithful obfervance of it ; and " he led 
them about" with their devoted fathers ; 
that, feeing in their puniftiment the. infera- 
ble confequences of . apoftafy and difobedi- 
ence, they might cautioufly avoid fuch per- 
nicious examples, as would prompt them to 
negleft or tranfgrefs their duty. ! - 

Thefe were excellent means of improve- 
ment. And as by thefe means, they were 
trained jap into a right notion of the: divine 
majefty ; and early imprefled with a deep 
fenfe of his fupremc authority ; fo by the 

continued 
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continued application of ftrict difcipline, and 
the conftant difplay of miraculous power, 
they were brought at length to be tolerably 
weU attached to his government, and eftab- 
li(hed in his pure worfhip. . . \ 

When they became thus tradable, duf 
tiful and obedient ; and had approved them- 
felves as fit agents for carrying on the pur- 
pofes of his providence; God then con- 
ducted them towards the land of Canaan-^- 
the place of their deftined habitation ; and 
affured them, if they continued faithful, of 
their fpeedy conqueft and poflcflion of it. 

And, here, to engage their reliance upon 
him, and to ftrengthen their confidence the 
more in him,, he recounted to them his 
former promifes ; and appealed to their own 
experience how. punctual he had been in thp 
accompltfhment of them. He put them in 
miud, that?, though he had been obliged to 
chafti2tf them for their benefit, and even to 
cut QjfF from among them the refractory and 
infectious; he had neverthelefs been fUU 
true and faithful to his word ; ftill careful 
of the main body ; fince it appeared by the 

Vol. I, T mufter 
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raufter now taken, that their number on the 
whole wa9 nearly as great, if not greater 
than it was before*. And if, in a ftate of 
difobedience, they were not diminished by 
the hand of God ; they might well conclude, 
that, in the profecution of their duty, they 
lhould never be deftroyed by the hands of 
men. 

But, notwithflanding the conclufion they 
might draw from hence ; as the undertak- 
ing they were foon to enter upon was feem- 
kigly difficult and full of danger, fo God 
was pleafed to afford them ftill more obvious 
proofs, and to fupport them by ftill more 
animating encouragements. He led them 
on againft feveral powerful, idolatrous na- 
tions f who oppofed and obftru&ed their 
paflage : and over thefe he vouchfafed them 
an eafy conqueft, as a pledge of their future 
ioceefs in Canaan. For they muft needs 
look upon what he had now done, as an 
earned of what he had promifed to do far- 
ther, for them. 

* Comp. Numb, xxvL-ci, 62* with Exod, xxxviii. 26. 

• Such 

■ 
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* ... 

Such then was the ptogtefs of divine ad* 
friiniftteti()n, f during the abbde of the Ifraelites 
in the wildernefs. And frorfi the whole te- 
hour of this admiriiftration it appears ; that 
the great point, which God had more imme- 
diately in view, was to fit arid difpofe this 
waveririg people to anfwer the end for 
Which they were chofen i that his chief 
point was; to " humble them, kud to prove 
them-^*' to bring theiti cldfe, and attach 
them, to himfelf; that, being at length 
firmly bound to his fervice* they might be 
ready and willing, as it was defigned they 
ihould, to promote his true religion and 
worlhip, in oppofition to the> reigning ido- 
latry; 

And updn this foundation it is eafy to ac- 
count for all the ftatutes and judgements he 
gave them 3 and for all the prefling exhorta- 
tions to the careful obfervance of thofe fta- 
tutes and laws \ It is eafy to account for 
the eminent bleffings annexed to obedience ; 
and for the curfes denounced againft vice, 

* Deut. iv. 1—40. 

■ • 

T » and 

» 
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aud apoftacy b . It is eafy to account for the 
ftri& prohibition of all communication with 
the idolatrous nations c ; for the feeming fe- 
verity of commanding their cities to be all 

* 

deftroyed* together with the monuments of 
their fuperftuious worfhip d ; and alfo, for 
the abolition of allcuftoins, which had any 
reference to fuch practices'. The taeceffitic* 
of the times, the welfare of religion, and the 
improvement of the world, called for thefe 
things. For they were all, either fo many 
motives to> and enforcements of, true piety.; 
«>r prudent cautions, and needful barriers* 
againft the encToachftients of wkkednefs and 
■idolatry* . . » ^ . . 

Thus then we fee what proper premium 
was continually made for the knowledge and 
adoration of the true God, a*nong his pecur 
Jiar and chofea people ; aiad how weU they 
became qualified thereby to advance the d*N 
iign and purpofe of iiis providence, with ro- 

: * : Deut. xxviii. 1—63. * ' " * ' : 

c Ibid, vii.^j — 
d Ibid. xii. i*— 3. 
c Ibid. xiv. 1. 3.— xvi. 21, 22, 

. - j \ gard 
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gard to the reft of the world. And know- 
ing now that it was in his purpofe from the 
beginning, to make " all the nations of the 
earth finally bleffed" through this difpenfa- 
tion ; what thanks (hould we render to the 
Lord for his goodnefs ; who, notwithftand- 
ing the favours he (hewed to the Ifraelites, 
" had flill provided fome better and nobler 
thing for us that they, without us, might 
not be made perfedt f * 

Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft, be afcribed, as is moft due, all ho- 
pour and glory, world without end. Amen. 

* Hcb. xi. 40. 
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Psal. xliv. ver. 3. 

« 
« 

For they got not the land in pojfeffion by their 
own /word, neither did their own arm fave 

. them : but thy right hand, and thine arm, and 
the light of thy countenance ; becaufe thou 
fradjl a favour unto them, 

WHEN the Almighty had raifed up, 
in the manner related, proper inha- 
bitants for the land of Canaan, his miracu- 
lous prQvidence conduced them to it, and 
gave them pofleflioq of it f 
. Now, as the conqueft of this land was 
firft promifed, aijd then fecured to them, 

T 4 nop 
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not merely for their own fake, but rather a$ 
a means of carrying qii thp grand defign, 
which God had originally purpofed ; fo it is 
natural to prefume, that the meafures, by 
which it was to be now achieved, muft bear 
fome reference to that defign, and contrir 
bute to their degree to the promotion of it. 
And indeed, if we fedately confider thefe 
meafures, and clofely obferve their effe£t$ 
and tendencies, we fhall find them adapted, 
with exquifite propriety, to the advancement 
of the end in view; — to the extirpation of 
idolatry, and the eftablifhment of true reli- 
gion. For they all confpired to fill the na- 
tions with wonder and aftonHhment; to im- 
print on their minds high conceptions of the 
majefty of Jehovah ; and to render them 
fenlible of the fin and folly of placing their 
reliance, hope or confidence hi any other 
(3od but him. 

To evince the truth of this aflertion, let 
tt$ firft attend to the general plan, that was 
laid down for the acquifition of the country. 
It was to be undertaken and profecuted by 
war. Now, had the acquifition of the 

country 
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country been the whole that was intended, 
it is eafy to conceive, that God might have 
accomplifhed it in a different manner from 
that which depended on the force of arms. 
He might have deftroyed the inhabitants by 
famine or peftilence ; and introduced his 
people into all their poffeffions without the 
trouble of drawing a fword. But this mode 
of proceeding, however effe&ual in gaining 
the land, would feemingly have anfwered no 
higher purpofes. It would neither have ma- 
pifefted to the world the power and great- 
nefs of the true God, nor expofed to view 
the weaknefs and futility of falfe deities : 
whereas the other method brought] thefe 
points dire&ly to the teft, and made them 
obvious to all people. For all nations hav- 
ing then their tutelary deities, to whofe pro- 
te&ion they committed themfelves and their 
country ; and of whofe power they judged 
by the fate of war ; it is evident, that an at- 
tack upon any country was virtually an at- 
tack on thofe guardian gods, who were fup- 
pofed to be the defenders of it ; and whofe 
iirength was put to a trial in the conteft. 

Hence 
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Hence then it follows, that this war la 
Canaan was a kind of holy war ; maintained 
on the one fide by the worfliipersof Jehovah 
in oppofition to the idolatrous nations on the 
other. The fuccefs therefore, which he 
vouchfafed his people, muft be acknowr 
ledged, even on the principles of heathen? 
ifm, to have been a full proof of his fupe- 
rior power, And fovereign authority over 
their idol gods : and confequently muft be 
looked upon as an excellent mean to con- 
vince them of the abfurdity of depending oa 
fuch gods, in preference to the God of Ifrael: 
as it muft alfo be a ftrong anjl forcible mo- 
tive to induce them now to alter their opi- 
nion; and to adopt him for the objedt of 
their worfliip, who was pojfejfed, and (hewed 
them he was poflefled, of fo great and un? 
controulable a power. 

And that his power might appear ftill 
more confpicuous, ftill more inconteftable ; 
he difpofed, wc are to obferve, the whole 
train of operations in fuch a manner, that 
the conqueft was made not only with eafe 
and rapidity ; but alfo made by a young, raw, 

unpra&ifed 



Digitized by Google 



SERMON XII, *8j 

pripra&ifed infantry, fighting, at all disad- 
vantages, with ftrong, hardy, experienced 
veterans, fupported by a numerous cavalry. 
A circumftance which clearly demon ft rated, 
that " they gat not the land in pofleflion 
through their own fword but by the rpar- 
vellous afliftance of his arm, who, " at the 
inftant he fpeaketh concerning a nation or 
kingdom, fo build and to plant it, or to pull 
down and deftroy it g ," can accordingly bring 
it to pafs. 

But let us now quit thefe general re* 
flexions; and proceed to inveftigate thofe 
{fecial inferences* which may be farther 
drawn, to the fame purpofe, from the con- 
sideration of the particular achievements 
recorded. 

It has been already obferved, that the 
war now waged in the land of Canaan may 
properly be called the war of the Lord ; ap 
being carried on with a view of planting iji 
that land his true religion and pure worftip, 
inftead of thofe deteftable rites of idolatry, 
that were then univerfelly praftifed. Agree- 

f Jer. xviii. 7, 9. 

ably 
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ably therefore to fuch an intention, God, at 
this time, joined the religious to the regal 
character; and preceded his people, not 
, merely as the governor or king of Ifrael, but 
exprefly as « the Lord of the whole earth h ; u 
as that fovereign Being, who had a juft 
right to the homage and obedience of all 
mankind ; and might equitably punifh their 
contempt or refufal. 

To make them fenfible, that he came 
now to demand his right, and to eftablifh his 
worlhip among them ; he ordered the ark 
(the fymbol of his pre fence, and the facred 
repofitory of his law ) to be taken up by the 
priefts, the minifters of his religion* and to 
be conduced forwards to that land, where 
he had promifed, and was determined, to fix 
it. And that nothing might be wanting to 
influence and perfwade the inhabitants of the 
land to give it proper reception ; and to ac* 
cept the Lord, whofe ark it was, for the ob* 
jett of their faith and worfhip; he plainly 
(hewed them, that his prefence was conti- 
nually with it — and that his power was en- 

• h Joftwiii. 13. 

gaged 
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gaged to fupport thofe in every emergency 
who attended it, revered it, and were at* 
tached to it. For no fooner c « were the feet 
of the priefts dipped in the brim of the 



n 









ftantly retired ; fo that its channel became, 
and continued, dry, "until all the people 
were palled over*.'* 

This miracle, one would judge, might be 
iufficient in reafon to awaken the Canaanites 
to a due fenfe of the majefty of Jehovah ; 
and, confequently, to a due acknowledge- 
ment of the right he claimed to their fub- 
miffion, their worftiip, and their obedience. 
But the men of Jericho, blindly devoted to 
their own deities, overlooked the grandeur 
of this mighty a#, and, contemptuoufly re r 
fufingthe overtures that were made, prepared 
therafelves to oppofe his people. 

Provoking as this conduct really was, yet 
God, patient and iong-fuffering, unwilling 
that they (hould jxrifti, and felicitous that 

1 Jofh. in. 15—17. The jfcflage now opened for the Ifrie- 
lites was about eighteen miles in breadth ; and therefore the 
more wonderful. 

« 

they 
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they might repent, gracioufly allowed thenl 
timtt to refledt ; and preflbd them tb com- 
ply by repeated applications for the fpace of 
/even days together. All this, thbugh it ha$ 
lain unnoticed, is mahifeftly implied in thfc 
account we have of the proceedings at the 
fiege of Jericho* 

When the Ifraelites, by the comiharid of 
God, marched round the city in the order 
defcribed k ; it is natural to conclude, from 
the wifdom of him who gave thfe com- 
mand, that it Veas done with fome gfeat and 
inftru&ive defign ; with a view to convey 
fome falutary leffon. To our Comtnehtators 
indeed this tranfa6tion has unhappily ap^ 
peared in no higher light, than that of (hew 
or paftime ; and has been treated by unbe- 
lievers accordingly. But tb the befieged, 1 
am convinced, it appeared in a differ ent, and 
a very important, light. For they muff 
needs know, if they knew any thing of the 
modes of the tiities* and the cuftoms df 
tkeir own country, that the whole was i 

* Jofli. vi, 3— id. 

< 
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folemn, religious proceffion 1 . They muft 
needs know, if they knew the rites of therr 
own worfliip, that " the priefts blowing 
with the trumpets' * was a loud call or invi- 
tation to them to come out and join the ark ; 
and to adore the God to whom it belonged. 
And they muft needs alfo know, if they 
knew the grounds of their own military ex- 
hibitions, that " the armed men walking 
before," was a pofitive, though emblemati- 
cal, declaration — that, in cafe they perfifted 
to flight and rejeft thefe gracious invitations^ 
thefe overtures of mercy now made; the 
fword would overtake % them with relentlefs 

s 

1 Virgil, who is peculiarly accurate in his accounts of an- 
cient manners, reprefents Dido, a Tyrian, and confequently 1 
defcendant of this very people, as making a Jolemny religious $ro- 
ccjjion exa&ly in the fame form : jEneid. IV. ver. 63. 

Aut ante ora Deum pingues fpatiatur ad aras. 
** She walks hfire the images of her gods quite round xht altar* 
And that the Jews obferved the fame cuftom, is evident from tha 
PjhlmiJFs allufion — fc< And fo will I comperfs thine altar." Pfah 
xxvi. 6. See alfo Nehem. xii. 27 — 43. And Jericho may not 
improperly be coniidered now as an altar ; whereon " the Lord," 
to fpeak in the words of the prophet Jeremiah, xlvi. 10. " had 
great facrinee to make." 
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fury, and punifli their obftinacy by a total 
cxcifion*. 

• . • . » • » 

Now, knowing this to be the true lan- 
guage, and real meaning of the prefent trans- 
action ; how juftly did they deferve to fall 
under the vengeance of that God, whofe 
power and goodnefs they had fo perverfely 
defpifed ! And how demonftrably evident was 

m To explain the intention, and illuftrate the meaning of this 
complex ceremony, it may be proper to obiero, I « that trumpets 
were ufed among all people for two different purpofes : to call 
ajfemblles, when they blew a clear, Jlwt blaft ; and to found an 
alarm for the onfet of Rattle, when they made a rough and long 
blafi Now, here they are employed in both thefe ways— in the 
way of call ox invitation hyjhort Wafts, during the feveral procef- 
lions ; and, at laft, in the way of alarm by a long blaft, (comp* 
vcr. 5, and 10.) when the city was to be aflaulted. Hence then 
it appears, that the city was not attacked, till the inhabitants had 
thirteen feveral times rejected the overtures, that were made to 
them ; and this, even when they underftood, that the Hxaelites 
were determined to punifli their refufal. For it is to be observed, 
a. that the armed men going before, were, in a military view, 
Juft £b many heralds at arms ; who, by their movements and gef- 
tures, fignincantly declared to the inhabitants of Jericho, that, 
if they obttinately perfiftcd to reject, their offers, efpecialry when 
larged :n a folemn manner for fevc.i days together, (the utrnoft term 
allowed for deliberation ; fee i Sara. xi. 3.) they muft eapefik 
feel the rigour of their vengeance in a fcarful and total dfe- 
ftru&ion. 
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k, that the Ifraelites were charged with his 
fpecial commiflion, when u the wall of the 
city fell down flat," or rather, " funk quite 
level with the ground n ," to fmooth their 
paflage for the deftru&ion of that people, 
which had impioufly 44 defied the armies of 
the living God ?*' And if this amazing over- 
throw was completed on the fabbath ; on the 
day peculiarly devoted to the honour and 
fervice of the God of Ifrael 0 ; how plainly 
muft it appear to be the judgement of his 
hand for the contempt thrown on his reli- 
gious charader ? And upon the whole, what 
a fignificant prognoftic, what a fure earned 
was there given hereby to the whole world, 
that his religion and worfliip, however def- 
pifed, would finally prevail over all the op- 
pofition that could ever be made to its 
growth and eftablifhment ? 

Now, if the vengeance taken, in fo mar- 
vellous a manner, on this obftinate and im- 

* Jofll. VI. 20. 

° Vide Talmud Baby Ionic. Tra&. de Sabbatho cap. I. Rat- 
mukd. Martini Pug. Fidei, cum obferv. Jos. D« Voisin.. 
p. iij. dill. iii. cap. xi. § 29. p. 625. 

Vol. L U pious 
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piou6 city, could have no influence oil the 
reft of the nations, to make them renounce 
their wickednefs and idolatry, and furrender 
themfelves to God and his people; what 
elle can in juftice be expe&ed to follow, but 
that, fince they chofe to perfift in the fame 
crime, they fhould feel the rigour of the 
fame puniftiment ? They had warning fuf- 
ficient given them. And what they faw exe- 
cuted with fo much feverity, (hould have 
induced them to avoid what was farther 
threatned. The fall of Jericho, and the 
deftru&ion of Ai, at the fame time that they 
were punifhments to fome, were admonitions 
to others. And how well they were adapted 
to work on ferious and confiderate minds, is 
evident from the condudt of the Gibeonites ; 
who, though they had probably difregarded 
the propofals, which the Ifraelites had made, 
at firftp, were yet now perfectly convinced, 

that 

p That the Ifraelites made offers of peace to the Canaanites, 
on condition they renounced their falfe deities, and acknow- 
ledged Jehovah for their only God ; is evident, I think, froru. 
w hat has been faid in explaining the fiege of Jericho. But the 
fame may be ftill more clearly deduced from the precept deli- 
vered 
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that it was madnefs and folly to continue the 
oppofition ; and hence prudently became dif- 
pofed, not only to forfake their idol gods, 
but to feek the friendfliip of the children of 
Ifrael ; to join them in the worfliip and fer- 
vice of the Lord — in the belief and practice 
of true religion. , 

Such prudence, however, was the happy 
lot of thefe men alone. The other ftates re- 
vered in Deut. xx. 10, &c. where It appears, that propofals of 
peace were to be made to all nations; but peace being refufcd, 
they were to proceed in a more rigorous manner with the Ca- 
naanites, than with any other people : of the latter, to kill only 
the males ; of the former, to fave nothing alive that breathed. 
Some writers, indeed, have been led to conclude, from what we 
read in the 15th vcrfe, that this privilege belonged only " to thofe 
cities, which were not of the cities of the Canaanites." But this 
is a wrong condufion: and mud needs appear wrong to any 
one, who attentively confidere the reflection that occurs Jofh. xi. 
19, 20. M There was no city that made peace with the children 
of Ifrael, fave the Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon; all 
other they took in battle. For it was of the Lord to harden 
their hearts, that they mould come againft Ifrael to battle, that 
l»e might deltroy them utterly, and that they might have no fa- 
vour — " which manifeft ly implies, that if they had fought peace, 
and not come out to battle, they might have obtained favour % 
and not been deftroyed. That the Jews underflood the text in 
this fenfe, is evident from Menasseh Ben Israel's Conciliator, 
Qua;ft. viii. in Deut. p. 230, &c. 

i U 2 mained 
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maincd ftill under the wretched influence of 
blind zeal, and infatuated fuperftition. Ac- 
tuated then by a ftrongly envenomed and 
fuperftitious fpirit, the five kings of the 
Amorites immediately combined together, 
and determined to extirpate the inhabitants 
of Gibeon* as traytors to their country, and 
apoftates from its guardian gods. Hereupon 
therefore the Lofd, whofe honour was con* 
cerned in the fupport of his new converts, 
commanded Jofhua to fuccour the Gibeo- 
nites; and, by way of encouragement, af- 
fured him of a complete and decifive vidtory 
over that powerful army, which had inju- 
rioufly afldulted this innocent people. Jofhua, 
in obedience to the divine command, " fell 
fuddenly on the Amorites; flew them 
with a great (laughter q and put them to 
a total rout. But then, left the vi&ory 
fhould be attributed to the lble prowefs and 
management of the Ifraelittes, the Lord, 'tis 
to be oblerved, fo conducted the order of 
the battle, that his power was feen in feveral 

* Jofli. x. 9, io. 

« 1 incidents 5 
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incidents ; and his fuperiority over the hea- 
then deities difplayed to the view of all. For 
the three principal deities, whom the Amo- 
jrites adored, and in vindication of whofe 
violated honour they feem to have entered 
on the prefent attempt, were the Sun, Moon f 
and Heayens or Air. To convince them 
therefore that thefe gods were entirely fub- 
je*6l to the God of Iliael ; and to punifli 
them, at the fame time, for the falfe worfhip 
they paid them ; " the Lord thundered 
againft them from heaven, and fhowered 
in their faces great hailftones r from the air, 
which flew vaft numbers of them 5 ;" and 
then ft opt the two great luminaries in their 
courle, till the Ifraeiites had completely 
vanquiflied the remainder And God, it 
(hould feem, infpired now the Hebrew ge<- 
neral to call for this miracle " in the fight 
of Ifrael," to deter them from the pra&ice 

r Or perhaps real Jlones, many fliowers of which hiftory re- 
cords to have happened. See Calmet's Djflertttion on the 
fubjeft. 

6 Jofli. x. ver. 11. 

1 Ibid. ver. 12. 

U 3 - of 
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of the like idolatry ; " from kiffing their 
hands/* as the manner was, « when they be- 
held the fun as it fhined, or the moon walk- 
ing in brightnefs u ." 

It may be thought perhaps, that the only 
motive, which induced Jofhua to put up his 
prayer for the prolongation of the day, was 
his earned defire of gaining time to purfue 
his advantages ; which otherwife, he appre-r 
hended, would be too fhort for the entire 
conqueft and fubverfion of his enemies. But 
this, if indeed any motive at all, appears, 
however, from the circumftances of the nar- 
ration, to be neither the only one, nor the 
chief. The mere finiftiing fuch a conqueft 
leems to be fcarce a fufficient ground for 
iq extraordinary a petition. But admit it 
was; yet, how came the petition to be offer* 
ed up at fuch a time? When the requeft was 
made, the greateft part of the enemy was 
deftroyed, and the reft put to the rout: the 

• 

day was but half fpent, aud the fun in the 

. * 
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meridian** Now, what is there to be dis- 
covered in the prefent circumstances, that 
could prompt the vifrorious and triumphant 
general to require fuch a miracle to be 
wrought in his behalf? He had light fuffi- 
cient before him, in all probability, to ac- 
complifti his defigns : pr, if he found the 
vi&ory unexpectedly retarded, would it not 
have been time enough to petition for a 
longer day, when he faw the fun low in its 
declenfion, and near its fetting? Thefe con- 
fiderations would lead one to conclude that 
the prayer, now preferred by Jofhua, was 
rather the efFett of a divine impulfe, than the 
refult of his reflections on the event of the 
day ; and that the chief purport of the mira* 
cle, exhibited in anfwer to it, was to con- 
vince both armies, and all who obferved it, 
4< that the gods of the heathens were but 
idols ; and that it was the Lord who made, 

* i 

/ 

* For;the Heb. text fays— " So the fun flood ftilt ; *S TO 
D'Ot^H »n the mi<ljl of heaven, or in the mid-heaven \ ;.ni haftosl 
not- to go daw*or Mine about a whole day." ver. 1 3. 

— Kcctx MESON rS vpatis' » nrposvoptvtlo i»$ &cr/x«j. LXX. 

— In medio cadi, neque feitinavit ad occafum. fyr. 

U 4 and 
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and who governed the hteavensV This at 
leaft muft be acknowledged ; that it was ad- 
mirably adapted to work fuch a conviction, 
whatever ends it might ferve befides. 

Marvellous and furprifing as Jofhua's con- 
queft of thefe Jouthern provinces appears ; yet 
fo blind, and fo inconfiderate were the nor- 
thern kings, that they neither recognized 
therein the power of the Lord, nor indeed 
perceived ♦« the operation of his hands." On 
the contrary, they attributed the misfortune, 
which their brethren fuftained, to their fight- 
ing in fmall parties ; to their bringing erro- 
neoufly into the field an inadequate number 
of men ; and trufting folely to the valour 
of their infantry. In remedy therefore of 
fo fatal an errour, thefe kings warily united 
their forces ; * c and went out, they and all 
their hofts with them ; much people, even 
as the fand that is upon the fea-fhore in mul- 
titude, with horfes and chariots very many : 
and they pitched together at the waters of 
Meroro, to fight againfl Ifrael %" This army 

y Pfal. xcvl. c. 
7 Jofh t xi,4,£. 

I k was 
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was truly formidable; confuting, if we may- 
believe Jofephus, of no kfs than " three 
hundred thoufand footmen, fupported by 
ten thoufand horftmen, and twenty thoufand 
chariots*" But, numerous and formidable 
as they were, God commanded his people to 
attack them ; and upon* this attack— rto fliew 
them that " he Was the God of forces;" 
to manifeft to the world, that " ho king can 
be faved by the multitude of an hoft;" and 
that horfes and chariots were but vain inftru- 
ments of defence againft his avenging power: 
to make them % I fay, and others through them, 
duly fenfible of thefe things ; he " delivered 
them up into the hand of Ifrael ; who chafed 
and fmote them till they were all dcftroyed b ; ,, 
and who then got fpeedy pofleflion of their 
country — divided it among themfelves — and 
enjoyed it without farther difturbance. 

Thus have we feen by what means Ca- 
naan was conquered ; and in what manner 
its wicked and idolatrous inhabitants were 
deftroyed. If we review thefe means by the 

a Joseph. Ant, Jud, lit). v f c. i, § 18, 
► Jolh. xi. 8 f 

light 
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light which has now been thrown upon 
them ; we (hall find them in their nature 
wifely appropriated, and in their effe&s har- 
monioufly conlpiring, to that firft and great 
defign, which Providence had conftantly in 
view ; — the confutation and abolition of ido- 
latry. And if we confider what an evil ido- 
latry was ; how exceflively it weakened all 
the principles of religion and virtue ; and 
how amazingly it encouraged all manner of 
vice and wickednefe ; we (hall find it to be 
a defign, truly worthy both of the wifdom 
and goodnefs of God, to put a ftop to its 
fpreading contagion. And if it (hould ap- 
pear to be fo widely fpread and firmly rooted, 
that its growth and progrefs could not be 
flopped, but by the extirpation of thofe, who 
were moft infamous for the praftice of it ; 
then furely fuch an ad of excifion, when the 
people were paft all hopes of amendment, 
would be fo far from being an a& of cruelty 
or injuftice, that it would perfeftly accord 
with all the rules of the ftri&eft equity: and 
however fevere it might feem to the fuffer- 
ers, muft be an a£t of mercy to the reft of 

the 
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the world. — Now fuch, in faft, was the 
cafe- before us. 

The Canaanites were a people deeply im- 
merfed in the fuperftitions of idolatry ; and, 
as the natural confequence of it, in the 
fhameful practice of the moft abominable 
impurities, of the moft flagitious crimes, and 
the moft inhuman cruelties 0 . Various means 
had been already employed to corredt and re- 
form their manners. Could milder methods 
have prevailed, the examples and converfa- 
tion of the holy patriarchs would have won 
and engaged them. Had harfher meafures 
been of any effedt, the tremendous deftru&ion 
of Sodom and Gomorrah would have awed 
and alarmed them. Or had the prefent ma- 
nifeftations been of any avail, the gracious 
overtures made to all would have either 
allured them ; or, the confequent punifh- 
ments inflicted on fome, would have moved 
others to better obedience. But their per- 
verfenefs was incorrigible. They would ftill 
maintain their idolatrous principles — ftill per- 
severe in their vicious practices. 

■ 

« Wifd. xii, 3—6, |X. 

In 
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In compaffion therefore to the world, and 
for the benefit of th« reft of mankind, as 
thefe people could not be reclaimed, God de- 
termined to cut them off. And fince their ini- 
quities called for fuch an. exemplary punifti- - 
ment ; how wifely was it ordained, that it 
(hould be executed upon them by the haud 
of Ifrael, in preference to any other method 6 1 
In this form it carried with it a public con-> 
demnation of that idolatry, to which their 
vices were chiefly owing ; and ferved to de- 
ftroy the root of thefe evils, as well as to de* 
monftrate the indignation of God againft 
thofe who were guilty of them. Nor could 
thefe ends have been fo fully anfwered in any 
other manner. Unfruitful and unhealthy 
feafons might eafily have been interpreted 
ufual and common accidents. Plagues, fire 
from heaven, peftilences or famine might be 
thought to proceed from the difpleafure of 
their own deities ; and to be capable of being 
either prevented or. removed by certain fuper, 

* Jenkin's Reafon. of the Chr. Ret, vol. I. p. 72. Lowman^ 
Difiert. on the Civil Government of the Jiebrews. ch. xii. 

p.22I,&C. 

flitious 
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ftitious or magical ceremonies. Such punilh- 
ments then, confidering the notions and dif- 
pofitions of the times, were extremely liable 
to be mifconftrued ; were likely to be abufed, 
to add ftrength and vigour to idolatry, rather 

- 

than to weaken and root it out. But when 
God made choice of a peculiar people, pro- 
fefling his pure worfliip in plain oppofition to 
all idolatry ; when he granted this people thq 
poffeflion of Canaan, and enabled them by 
his power to extirpate its wicked and fuperfti- 
tious inhabitants; this was fuch a triumph, 
as clearly (hewed his abfolute dominion ; and 
conveyed to the world a vifible confutation 
of the hope of idolaters : conveyed to the 
world a manifeft proof, how vain it is to 
truft or rely on any other God, but on Him 
alone, " who is perfect in holinefs, as well 
as mighty in works." 

And as it ferved thus to bring over unbe- 
lievers to the acknowledgement and obe- 
dience of the one true God ; fo did it con- 
tribute in an equal degree to keep his real 
worfhipers on their guard; to make them 
careful, that they might, not be •« drawn 
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by the errour of the wicked, to fall from 
their own ftedfaftnefs e " For if the Ca- 
naanites were punifhed with fo much feve- 
rity for refufing to own Jehovah as God ; 
what muft the Ifraelites expeft to fuffer, if 
ever they became fo degenerate and bale as 
to fall away and apoftatize from him ? Surely 
they could not but be convinced, " that it 
, had been better" and more tolerable " for 
them, not to have known the way of the 
Lord, than, after they had known it, to 
turn afide from the holy commandments de- 
livered unto them f ." And indeed, under 
the force of this conviction, and in gratitude 
for the kindnefs he had now (hewn them, 
Ifrael, we are told, " ferved the Lord all the 
days of Jofliua, and all the days of the el- 
ders that out-lived Jofhua, and who had 
known all the works of the Lord, which he 
had done for Iirael*." 

Now to God the Father, &c. Jn?en. 



e 2,Pet. iil 7. 

f 2 Pet. ii. 21. 
c Judg. ii. 7. 




END OF VOL. L 
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